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ABSTRACT A 


Clinical Veeture 


ON 
A CASE OF ULCERATION OF THE STOMACH 
COMPLICATED BY PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 
Delivered at St. George's Hospital on Dee. 11th, 1898, 


By THOMAS WHIPHAM, M.D.Oxon., 
F.R.C.P. Lonp. 


GENTLEMEN, —I have chosen for our consideration to-day 
an interesting case of ulceration of the stomach which has 
recently been under observation in Fuller Ward. It was 
interesting, not only on account of the symptoms which were 
present, but also because the patient eventually succumbed 
to a disease apparently unconnected with the ulceration of 
his stomach—viz., pleuro-pneumonia. The patient, a labourer 
thirty-nine years of age, was a native of Bedfordshire, and on 
July 18th last came to London seeking medical treatment 
His family history was anything but good—that is to say, his 
father and two of his brothers had died from phthisis, and 
a third brother was at the time of the patient’s admission 
into hospital an invalid, in all probability a victim of the same 
disease. Until three years ago this man had been free from 
all disease and had enjoyed excellent health. For the past two 
years he had suffered from pain after meals; the pain was 
referred to the left of the epigastric region and ran through 
to his back. About the same time vomiting became another 
prominent symptom in the case, but nothing further was 
noticed, and the patient remained much in the same state— 
i.e., generally in more or less pain and frequently vomiting 
after meals— until ten months ago, when hzxmatemesis 
supervened. ‘The amount vomited was, in his estimation, 
about one pint, and he described it as being dark—quite 
black — blood. Since the first attack of hamatemesis he 
had vomited blood perhaps twice in a month, and on the 
day before his admission to hospital he brought up a tea- 
cupful, For the past twelve months he had rapidly lost 
flesh and had been constipated for a year or so, but had never 
noticed that his feces were of an unusually dark colour. 
Until twelve months ago his bowels had always acted quite 
regularly. During the month preceding his admission the 
pain in the abdomen had become much more severe, and the 
patient described it as being paroxysmal and of a sharp, 
griping character. On admission the man was in a state of 
extreme emaciation, very exsanguine, and suffered from 
agonising paroxysms of pain in the epigastrium and 
to its left. His gg senr-we was clear, there was com- 
plete absence of jaundice, and there was nothing 
approaching ee TAR of the skin of his face or of the 
rest of his body. He lay coiled up on his left side, 
with intense agony depicted on his face, occasionally 
shrieking under the acuteness of his suffering. On examining 
his abdomen it was found to be hollow, except in the 
epigastric region, where it was somewhat full and extremely 
tender ; the right side of the abdomen was neither swollen 
nor painful. Careful search was made for any hardness or 
tumour in the epigastrium ; but the tenderness was so great, 
and the tonic spasm of the recti muscles so strong, that no 
enlargement was discovered. Evidence of distension of the 
stomach was wanting, and no peristaltic movements were 
visible. There was a little tenderness in the lumbar region 
of the spine, but no bruit could be heard. There was no 
disease of the lungs, heart, liver, or kidneys. The tempera- 
ture was normal and remained so, or slightly subnormal, 
with one or two temporary exceptions until six days before 
the patient’s death. Laudanum, supplemented by sub- 
cutaneous injections of morphine, was ordered at once, and 
all food by the stomach was forbidden ; under this treatment 
the intensity of the pain was in a few days relieved, and by 
the end of the month he was much more comfortable. 
Vomiting after the little food he took, however, still con- 
tinued, but with far less frequency. 

At the beginning of August the patient suffered severely 
from flatus and acid eructations, which five grains of com- 
pound assafcetida pill speedily relieved ; at the 1 same time 


the vomiting ceased and he was free from pain, and by the | ¢ 
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end of August he had greatly improved, and was able to take 
food by the mouth without discomfort, had dispensed with 
nutrient enemata, and was increasing in weight. This improve 

ment, unfortunately, was of but short duration, and the pain, 
the depression, and the abdominal tenderness became as bad 
as ever. Two days later, however, he was again as well as ever. 
One day better, the next day worse, such was the man’s 
condition through the month of October. One day he could 
take food by the mouth and enjoy it, and the next day it 
was necessary toreturn to the nutrient enemata, with as little 
food as possible by the mouth. On Nov. 17th the tempe- 
rature began to rise, the pulse was accelerated, and the 
patient refused food, not because it caused pain, but because 
he bad lost all desire for it. He lay again, as at the firs: 

curled up on his left side, complaining of intense yain 
there. No great dyspnoea was noticed, and the only 
attempt at an examination of his chest ended in 
failure because he was too weak to undergo the exer- 
tion of sitting up in bed. The man died on Nov. 23rd, 
and at the necropsy the left lung was solid and covered with 
a thick layer of recent lymph. The lung tissue was hepatised 
throughout; in the upper lobe the cut surface had a slate 
grey colour and was perhaps less soft than in typical red 
hepatisation, while below it was red and rotten. In the middie 
and posterior parts of this lung there were several large hard 
grey nodules of broncho-pneumonia. The fundus of the 
stomach was somewhat dilated; on its lesser curvature, anc 
extending on to the anterior and posterior surfaces, there was 
an ulcer four inches and a half long by three inches wide ; 
the destroyed portion of the gastric wall had been replaced 
by the"inflamed and thickened capsule of the liver, to which 
organ the stomach had become adherent in the past. Sucn 
was the case in its previous history and its clinical aspect 

One or two questions presented themselves as soon as the 
patient came under observation, and one of the foremost of 
them was as to the nature of the disease from which the 
patient was suffering. Was it cancer or was it gastric ulcer? 

Let us review for a few moments the facts in the records 
before us, and their bearing on the diagnosis in this case I 
called attention on more than one occasion to the aspect of 
this man as he lay in his bed, curled upon his side, in almcs t 
the last stage of emaciation and weakness ; and it was sny 
gested that from this weakness and loss of flesh we obtained 
no assistance in making a distinction between the two 
diseases, for in both of them emaciation may be present. In 
other complaints also emaciation is a prominent symptom 
e.g., phthisis, diabetes. They may, however, be left out of 
the account, seeing that there were symptoms in the cas: 
indicating clearly that the stomach was the seat of the 
patient’s disease. What struck us most in this man’s aspect 
was his remarkably clear complexion in spite of the length ot 
his illness. He was thin and anzmic, itis true, but for all 
that his complexion was clear—one might almost say trans 
parent—and in this respect it presented a marked contrast 
for example, to the muddy, anzmic complexion of sv com 
paratively trivial a disease as chlorosis, and still more 
so to that sallow hue which is very characteristic of 
cancer. It was this facial aspect that had so muc! 
weight with me in making the diagnosis of simpk 
ulcer as opposed to that of carcinoma in the present 
instance. Let us consider, too, the facts elicited in 1! 
history previously to the patient’s arrival in London. liv 
told us that his health began to fail three years before we first 
saw him, and that one year later symptoms indicating seriou~ 
disease of the stomach declared themselves—that is to say 
vomiting after food, pain in the abdomen, and hematemesi- 
Now a definite history of grave disease of the stomac! 
extending over a period of three years is in itself alincst 
sufficient to exclude the diagnosis of cancer. It is true that 
instances are on record in which the symptoms have laste 
for two years, but they are of great rarity, and as a rn 

cancerous disease of the stomach runs its course in eightee 
months or less. 

Our next point is one of almost equal importance—viy 
the occurrence of hematemesis thirteen months before th. 
patient’s death. The frequent recurrence of this symptom 
and in considerable quantities, was by far more indicative of 
ulcer than cancer. Again, the survival of a patient who had 
cancer of the stomach for thirteen months after a copiers 
hematemesis would be highly improt not impossible 
The appearance of the ejected blood up to a certa! 
point, valuable from a diagnostic of view—i 








bamatemesis in gastric ulcer is, as profuse, the blocA 
otted and very dark, while in can mount ejected is 
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usila 1 of the typical ‘‘ coffee grounds ’’ appear- 
ar usall. At the same time you should bear 
in mi e grounds ’’ vomit does sometimes 
( on of the stomach where only a 
u possibly one or two small vessels have 
} D r lved t ie prov ess of destruction, with the 
that there is a slow leakage of blood into the 
tomach, This | in the stomach for a time sufliciently 
long to allow changes to take place in it owing to the action 
of the secretion of the stomach, and when ejected it has the 
up coil grounds. The process, as far as the 
blood is ’ s exactly the same both in cancer and in 
the slo ivasat from the small vessels of a gastric 
ulcer ! lows therefore, as a matter of course, that there 
is an ey resemblance of the vomited matter in the two 
liseases Hxmatemesis, remember, does not limit the 
i is to these two diseases. It might have been the 
result of obstruction to the portal circulation in a person 
wi rrbosis of the liver. This point received due considera- 
tion when the case was first investigated, but it was at 


once excluded by a history which indicated no organic 
disease of the liver, this conclusion being corroborated by 
the aspect of the patient with, as I have said, his clear com- 
plexion, his entire freedom from any yellow tinge of his skin 


or his eyes, and, ubove all, by the absence of that dilatation 


f the small hloodvessels which gives the peculiar yellow, 
mottle appearance to the face of persons suffering from 
cirrhosis of the liver 


Those of you who had an opportunity of seeing this patient 
curing his life must have noticed his almost constant position 
yn his left side, and, bearing in mind Dr. Brinton’s observa- 
tions on this subject, one wondered if, from the position of a 
thus curled up on his left side, it was possible to form 
im idea as to the situation of the ulcer. Dr. Brinton’s 
observations, 1s you may possibly remember, went to show 
that when the ulcer involved the anterior wall of the stomach 
dorsal decubitus was more comfortable to the patient. When 


person 


the u was on the posterior wall the patient would be 
likely to assume the prone position in bed, that with an ulcer 
yn the left of the stomach he would prefer to lie on his left side, 


and ¢ versé. In our case to-day the ulceration had involved 
so much of the stomach—anteriorly, posteriorly, and to the left 

that it of necessity invalidated a test, which, if useful 
vccasionally, can scarcely | think, be relied upon for 
sccuracy. | have just now laid considerable stress on the 
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some two or three weeks lying in bed, in the warmest 
corner of the ward, should beattacked by such a disease in 
an apparently violent form. Could it have been influenza ? 
I think not. If it were, then all the other symptoms, such 
as headache, pains in the eyes, and pains in the limbs 


were absent, and the pleuro-pneumonia was the only 
manifestation of the prevalent malady. A _ suggestion 
was made to me by Dr. W. L. Dickinson that it 


might have been an instance of infectious pneumonia. I 
do not know. Certainly there have been many cases of pneu- 
monia in the wards of late, and some of them very severe ; the 
patient may therefore have contracted the disease in this way. 
fhe treatment throughout was, as I have said, very simple, and 
consisted chiefly in the administration of opium, and rectal 
alimentation. The patient on presenting himself at the 
hospital was in such intense pain that he was sent to bed at 
once and a subcutaneous injection of morphine (gr. 4) given 
immediately. This was supplemented by fifteen minims of 
tincture of opium every four hours ; but it was not until he 
yas well under the influence of the drug that he obtained any 
relief from his suffering. At first he was so weak that it was 
deemed advisable not to trust entirely to nutrient enemata, but 
to give also a little food by the mouth. After awhile he was 
fed almost entirely by the bowel, and under this treatment he 
gradually improved, and eventually for a time he became quite 
free from pain and was allowed, at his urgent request, to get 
up and sat by the ward fire. The improvement, as so often 
happens in these cases, was of but short duration. He 
held his own for a brief period, but no more; then the 
pain recurred, and, in spite of great opposition on his 
part, the nutrient enemata were resumed. Again, under 
this same treatment he so far improved as to lose all his 
pain. The patient was, however, by this time extremely 
weak, and the food administered to him both by the mouth 
and by the rectum was insufficient to maintain his strength, 
so that when the attack of pleuro-pneumonia supervened the 
case at once became hopeless. The patient, probably as an 
outcome of his long suffering, was of an unusually sour and 
peevish temper, and often so fretful and excitable that it 
was necessary to humour him to a great extent, and to avoid 
a ‘*scene’’ which would greatly have exhausted him it was 
often thought better to yield to his desire for food by the 
mouth when he would really have been much better with- 
out it. This was a matter for regret, for I think far 
more satisfactory results are obtained if persons who have 
ulceration of the stomach are treated solely by nutrient 
































value of hwmutemesis in the diagnosis of diseases of the 
stomach, but please do not forget that there may be long- | enemata. ‘To show that this is possible, even in protracted 
continued and extensive ulceration of the stomach, and yet | cases, I may perhaps mention an instance in point. Some 
neither hematemesis nor melzena in any part of its course. | few years ago a young woman about twenty-two years of age 
Such a case has quite recently come within my own know- | was admitted into Queen’s Ward for the purpose of under- 
ledge. A man, who at the time of bis death was fifty- | going treatment for a gastric ulcer, the diagnosis of which 
eight years of e, suffered for a period of about seven years | was quite clear. It was one of the most obstinate cases 
from pain—oftcen extreme pain—in his stomach after taking | which have come under my own observation; the patient 
food of any kind. ‘The pain’ was at first intermittent, and | remained in hospital for nine months, and for by far the 
he attacks recurred only at considerable intervals ; but of | greater part of that time she was fed only by the rectum. At 
ite years became more frequent and of longer duration. | the end of the nine months, perhaps I ought to say, she left 
iceasionally he would vomit his food, although vomiting was | the hospital in excellent health. Experience goes to show 
by no means prominent symptom. Dieting did him no | that the less patients who suffer from gastric ulcer take by 
rood ; drugs did h no x1 ; medical men did him no | the mouth the better for them ; still it is found necessary to 
y q houvh of the ter he tried many and of various | allow them to drink water in such small quantities as are suffi- 
Ls nation All v reed that be was suffering from | cient toe control the thirst which is a necessary consequence of 
hi > gastric catarrh, and none of them could do anything rectal alimentation, The amount of water which the patient 
tor e him He had neither hamatemesis nor melwna:| must have by the mouth depends partly upon his (or her) 
! thing but his pain to guide their diagnosis, unless | idiosyncrasy—some drink in health large quantities of fluid, 
oh we extremely nxious expression, which led | others but little—and partly on the form in which the food 
ho had t seen him of late to exclaim | is supplied to the bowel. The elegant preparations of meat 
i ry ill poor He used to go about with | and mi!k cones which are now in the market are most useful 
le-day dose of licine in his pocket, ready for | as nutrients, but if they are used to the exclusion of the old 
‘ t se with a wder, a pl forms of nutrient enemata—e.g., of a mixture of beef-tea, milk, 
vi t teas its chief ingredient. | and eggs—I find that the patient, as a matter of necessity, takes 
s went o he grew no better, thot | more water to control thirst than he does when his nutrient 
? 1 not uch worse, until one day at | enemata consist of the mixture above mentioned. Patients 
} ] he had suddenly been | with gastric ulcer are always more or less anemic, and, se far 
n ¢ i in in his abdomen, follow y observation of what is now a considerable number of 
’ v if once, and in a few hours | t cases teaches me, I think tk as soon as the more 
the y a large chronic ulcer of the | urgent symptoms of active ulceration have subsided urder 
' 1, v 1 perforated the gastric wall | the treatment much benefit y be derived from the admini- 
ithe « ntents of the viscus into the | stration twice daily of a few grains of carbonate of iron or 
With the ¢ mn of pain | red ir Advantage may be taken of the small pota- 
* \ t tor of so serious | tions of water, which are unavoidable, by making two of 
* | them vehicles for the iron in the form of a powder. Under 
\ cable my in our patient was the onset of | the influence of the iron the anwmia diminishes, the general 
! neumonia—the immediate cause of his death. It | health improves, and the inference surely is that the ulcer 
. liculty t \ why a man who had been for | heals more quickly and at the same time more satisfactorily. 
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It was my intention to have discussed with you this after- 
noon the more appropriate means of dealing with vomiting 
and hematemesis as symptoms of gastric ulcer; the time at 
our disposal, however, has elapsed, and their consideration 
must await another opportunity. 





ON THE TREATMENT OF DIABETES MELLI- 
TUS, ESPECIALLY OF ITS MORE 
ADVANCED FORMS. 

By KARL GRUBE, MD. 


IN this paper I propose to offer some suggestions in reference 
to the treatment of diabetes mellitus, which I have found ot 
the greatest use in dealing with diabetic patients, and which 
is based on 187 cases which I attended, partly alone, and in 
part with the late Dr. R. Schmitz, who doubtless could have 
laid claim to the widest experience in this disease, having 
treated more than 3000 cases. By far the greater number of 
my cases were treated at Neuenabr ; but what I wish to say 
as to the treatment holds good equally in cases where the 
patient is attended at home. The knowledge of diabetes, a 
disease which seems to become more frequent every year, 
showing in this respect, as well as in others, an affinity to 
some diseases of the nervous system, is still very limited. 
Scarcely anything of its etiology is known. The one certain 
point about it seems to be that there are several distinct forms 





of the disease, and that some of the cases generally under- 
stood to be diabetes mellitus have no right to that appella- 
tion. One has to distinguish between glycosuria and actuaj 
diabetes. Dr. Schmitz, in a paper recently published,’ laid 
He wrote: ‘‘ Each case of 
glycosuria can be one of two forms: either we must 
recognise the glycosuria as the characteristic symptom of a 
genuine and independent disease, as is generally the case, or, 
as is more seldom, we must look upon it as a complication 
which sets in during the course of the disease. ‘The causes 
of the glycosuria in either form are decidedly not similar, but 
the effects of it are absolutely alike. In both forms severe 
and slight cases are to be found, and incurable and, though 
rarely, curable ones.’’ Most of what is known as to the 
treatment of diabetes is known by experience in homine vivo, 
and I may here point out the interesting fact that it has been 
long known from experience that in very advanced cases, in 
which coma diabeticum is imminent, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to give chiefly food containing a large quantity of carbo- 
hydrates. Why that should be so has been but recently 
learned from Dr. Hirschfeld * who found by experiment that 
acetonuria can be prodaced in healthy persons by giving them 
food consisting only of albumen and fat, and that it can 
be arrested by adding some carbohydrates. He found 
at the same time that by giving carbohydrates in sufticient 
quantity he could prevent the appearance of acetone in 
the urine in such diseases where there is a tendency to 
acetonuria—for instance, in high fever. The appearance of 
acetone and diacetic acid in the urine of patients suffering 
from diabetes must be explained by the fact that in severe 
cases of this disease the carbohydrates for the most part 
leave the body unchanged, because the organs have lost 
the faculty of oxidising them. Therefore the diabetic 
patient must be regarded as a person living only on albumen 
and fat. ‘The only way of preventing acetcnuria becoming 
too intense and developing into coma diabeticum is to im- 
pregnate the system with carbobydrates. Ihave experienced 
the truth of this statement in several cases. 
a short account of one of the most striking cases in which this 
was done with great success, and which | still have under 
my care 

CASE 1._-A man aged thirty-nine years. whose father and 
sister had died from diabetes, and whose brother is suffering 
from the same complaint, had been under what I may be 


great stress on this distinction. 





1 Prognose und Therapie der Zuckerkrankheit nach eigenen Erfahr- 
ungen. (Prognosis and Therapeutics of Diabetes Mellitus based upon 
Personal Experience.) 1892. 

2 Die Bedeutung der Acetonurie fiir die Prognose des Diabetes. 
(The Signifcation of Acetonuria in the Proenosis of Diabetes.) 
Deutsche Medicinische Wochenschrift, 1898, No. 38. 





I will here give 








allowed to call the ** orthodox ”’ treatment of diabe! es, living 
for two years almost entirely on meat, fish. ns: evgs. 
Fortunately for bim, be was unable to tolerate this luuwied diet 


\f 


and occasionally allowed himself, contrary to orders, potatoes 


or bread. When I first the patient at Neuenahr he was 


in a very reduced condition and quite unable to waik. His 
feet were slightly swollen by oedema: bis cheeks had that 
peculiar redness which | have often seen in diabetic patients 
and which seeis to have the same origin as the like 


phenomenon in ption. ihe breath was strongly 
tainted with that pe iar odour supposed to be caused by 
the presence of acetone in the blood. The tongue and the 
lips were very dry and excoriated, and the patient suffered 
from a burning thirst and dryness of the throat. On 


rine showed the presence of 5 per cent. 


examination, the 


;}of sugar and a large amount of acetone and diacetic 


acid lhe 
suffered from constipation for four days. As | thought 
that coma diabeticum was on the point of developing 
I advised him to take but very little meat or fish 


atient was exceedingly drowsy and had 


c 


once a day, no eggs, but as mapy potatoes as he liked, 
and one ounce of bread twice a day At the same 


time he was taking Neuenahr water, and was ordered twenty 
drops of spirit of nitrous ether in a little wine or whisky 
three timesaday. In order to relieve the constipation he 
was ordered an enema every morning. After two days I 
again examined the urine, and found, as I expected, an 
increase of sugar, the amount being now 63 per cent., but no 
diacetic acid and very little acetone. The thirst was much 
less torturing, the tongue was less dry, and the odour from 
the breath was scarcely perceptible. For two more days the 
patient kept to the same diet, but was now taking only half the 
quantity of bread. On the fifth day I began a stricter diet, 
but nevertheless allowed potatoes freely. The result was 
that in three weeks’ time the amount of sugar had fallen te 
1:1 percent. The patient was able to walk again for about 
half an hour at atime, had no abnormal thirst, and could 
sleep through the night from 10 P.M. till 7A.mM. without 
being disturbed by micturition, whereas previously he was 
obliged to micturate three or four times daring the night. 
This improvement has continued during the last three 
months. 

The first thing in dealing with diabetes is to remember that 
all cases cannot be treated alike. ‘There are principles which 
hold good in all cases, but, on the other hand, each case 
requires its own special treatment. I believe it to ve one of 
the greatest mistakes, especially in severe or advanced cases 
of diabetes, to keep the patient to a diet consisting purely of 
meat, fish, eggs, and such substitutes for bread as gluten- 
bread, &c. I do not deem it advisable to give up carbo- 
hydrates entirely, pot even for a time; in fact. in each cf 
| to take potatoes at least 


mv cases the patient was allows 
twice a day in moderate quantity. This was the principle 
on which Dr. Schmitz acted for years, and in no one 
case was the result otherwise than satisfactory. He very 
rightly pointed out in the above-mentioned pamphlet that if 
no farinaceous food was allowed him the patient, who could 
not tolerate such a one-sided diet, would indulge against 
orders and was likely to take more than was advisable for bius 
Therefore it was better to allow a small quantity and keep 
the patient strictly to it His and my own experience 
both show that brown bread and toast are more in- 
jurious than plain white bread. All fruit, I think, should 
be forbidden, as no kind of fruit contains less than 
between 8 and 10 per cent. of sugar, and fruit is a form 
of food more easily dispensed with than are potatoes and 
bread. 

On this point I may be allowed to add some remarks on 
the use of saccharin, which of late has become very general 
asa substitute for sugar. I have no objection to patients 
taking a small quantity of it, but if used too freely it is apt 
to cause indigestion. It has but lately been discovered that 
‘*lavalose ’’ is a better substitute, and one which the diabetic 
organs are able to utilise. I have proved its efficacy in eight 
cases. Its great value lies in the fact that it is in itself 
nourishing, while, on the other hand, saccharin is useless to 
the system. Doubtless further investigations will show its 
usefulness in diabetes. 

As is natural in the case of a disease so prevalent 
and yet so little understood as diabetes, a great number 
of remedies have been recommended, some of them on 
apparent physiological grounds and others because they bad 
been found of use in diseases which seem to be related to 
diabetes. Scarcely one can be pointed to as having a 
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specific effect upon the disease. Some mineral waters— 
especially the alkaline waters of Neuenahr, Carlsbad, and 
Vichy —are known to be of great importance in the treatment 
of diabetes. I have only tried those of Neuenahr, and have 
found the effects of them to be very beneficial. In what way 
the waters operate cannot be exactly ascertained, but it is cer- 
tain that after a short use by the patient some of the 
troublesome symptoms -more especially the thirst and the 
iryness of the throat—are alleviated. It was Dr. Schmitz’s 
opinion that the alkaline waters aided the system to oxidise 
the carbohydrates 

Another point of great value in the treatment of diabetes is 
insisting on bodily exercise unless the patient’s strength is 
already too far reduced. Massage is of great importance, 
especially the kneading of the muscles. It alone tends to 
iecrease the amoant of sugar. It has to be remembered 
that exercise should never be carried to excess. There 
are sometimes traces of albumen in the urine to be found 
sfter over-fatigue. Massage much more easily prevents the 
possibility of over-fatigue, because the amount of exercise 
that is desirable for the patient can be thereby more easily 
controlled 

Weakness of the heart is a common symptom of advanced 
liabetes ; it is scarcely necessary to say that in such cases 
especial care is needed in order to avoid overstrain. 

Neuralgic pains in the limbs and trunk form a frequent 
and troublesome symptom of the disease, intercostal neuralgia 
veing especially common. In such cases one has to 
avoid massage of the tender parts. Sometimes the pains 
decrease when the amount of sugar diminishes, but often they 
still remain when the sugar has diminished or has even 
quite disappeared. In such cases the antineuralgic remedies 
ire sometimes of use, and sometimes electricity lessens the 
pains, the faradaic or galvanic current being used. 

In a case of developed coma diabeticum the prospect is, as 
a rule, a hopeless one. The chief thing is to prevent the 
»ccurrence of the symptom in the manner I have described 
above 

These are, in short, the main points of the treatment of 
liabetes, to which I wished to draw attention. In giving 
them here I desire to point out that in my opinion itis a 
yreat mistake to treat the patients too one-sidedly, and to 
think it the chief part of the treatment to exclude the taking 
of carbohydrates. The important point of the treatment is 
not to carefully avoid the carbohydrates, but rather to try to 
induce in the patient's system the faculty of again utilising 
them 

CAs 2.—A man aged fifty-six years had been suffering 
from what he called ‘‘nervousness’’ since his boyhood ; 
diabetes was discovered two years ago. On May 20th the 
patient was very drowsy, and the breath had a chloroform- 
like smell; in fact, after a consultation of about ten 
minutes’ duration the whole room was pervaded by it. The 
heart was in a normal condition ; the tension of the pulse 
was a little above normal. The patient had been constipated 
for eight days. As coma diabeticum seemed to be imminent, 
he was ordered to stayin bed. He was allowed only very 
little meat, but as much as he liked of potatoes and bread. 
!'wo tablespoonfuls of castor oil were ordered to be taken early 
the following morning, and, this having had no effect, he was 
iven four grains of resin of jalap, after which the bowels 
were relieved of an immense amount of nearly black-looking, 
ill-smelling feces. The examination of the urine showed a 
specific gravity of 1030, 51 per cent. of sugar, much 
acetone, no diacetic acid, and traces of albumen. The 
patient continued the diet for two days, taking at the same 
time half a pint of Neuenahr water three times aday. On 
the 24th the urine showed a decrease of the sugar to 
26 per cent., having a specific gravity of 1027; only small 
traces of acetone were now observed. He was now ordered 
to take meat or fish twice a day with potatoes ; for breakfast 
he was allowed cocoa and some eggs, but bread was with- 
held for five days. As he did not take care to keep his 
bowels open he was constipated again for four days, during 
which time I did not see him. On the 29th the sugar had 
increased to 36 per cent. ; the acetone also showed a decided 
increase. The specific gravity was 1027. The diet was not 
changed, but care was taken that the patient had a good 
motion at least every second day. On July 30th he left 
Neuenahr, very much improved. The sugar had decreased 
to 19 per cent., the specific gravity of the urine being 
1024 ; there were still traces of albumen, but there was no 
acetone 





CasE 3 —A married woman aged forty-two years, a very 
nervous lady, had been diabetic for two years—that is to say, 
the presence of sugar had not been discovered till then ; but 
it seems to me highly probable that she had suffered from 
diabetes already for six years, having had at that time 
neuralgic pains, as well as the teeth having become loose. 
She had been in Carlsbad twice, but she had not derived 
any benefit there. She had also that peculiar odour already 
alluded to in the other cases ; she was very weak and anemic ; 
her cheeks had a hectic flush; the heart and lungs were 
normal ; the knee-jerks were present. On examination of 
the urine there were found 4 per cent. of sugar and traces 
of albumen; its specific gravity was 1032, and there 
was a fair amount of acetone. She felt very drowsy and 
exhausted, and had not been to stool for four days. She 
was ordered to stay indoors for the next two days, and to eat 
only bread and potatoes, &c., with very little meat, and to 
drink half a pint of Neuenahr water twice a day. During the 
first two weeks she improved greatly, gaining flesh and being 
able to walk for about half an hour without resting. 
the amount of sugar decreased to 16 per cent., the specific 
gravity being 1023, but the acetone did not decrease. During 
the third week she caught a slight cold ; a few days after that 
she felt very weak again and suffered from dryness in the 
throat and mouth ; the lips and tongue were very dry and 
felt rough as a nutmeg grater. The following was the con- 
dition of the urine: sp. gr., 1030; sugar, 36 per cent. ; 
albumen, a trace ; acetone, in abundance. She had always 
adhered strictly to the diet—in fact, too strictly—not taking 
any farinaceous food, but only meat, fish, and eggs, and a 
small quantity of vegetables, although I had told her to eat 
potatoes twice a day. She remembered having been told 
that bread, and especially potatoes, were poison for diabetic 
people. Two days later I was called to her early in the 
morning, after I had seen her the night before, when she 
seemed to be otherwise quite well, except for the dryness 
and weakness. 1 found her very drowsy, and she only 
recognised me on my addressing her very loudly. She 
had slept till 2 A.M. ; at that time she had a motion and 
got up to do her hair. After doing this she felt very 
sleepy, and from this condition she became comatose. 
She died in the afternoon without again becoming conscious. 
The examination of the urine, taken while she was comatose, 
revealed the presence of much acetone and of diacetic acid. 
This case is very instructive, and there are some points 
connected with it to which I should like to direct attention. 
Firstly, there had been a most decided improvement during 
the first two weeks; the amount of sugar had decreased, 
and the general state of the health had very much improved, 
but the acetone did not disappear, because I think she had not 
eaten a sufficient amount of potatoes. I fear that I omitted 
to sufficiently impress upon her that they were a necessity. 
Secondly, it seems probable that she might have lived 
some time longer and kept fairly well had she not caught 
cold. It is a well-known fact that a slight complica- 
tion such as a cold or a catarrh of the stomach tends 
to hasten the end in diabetic patients by bringing on 
coma diabeticum. Therefore great care is necessary 
to avoid these complications and to impress upon the 
patients the danger that is likely to arise from contracting 
colds. 

CASE 4.—This patient was a girl fifteen years of age. Her 
brother died from diabetes when fifteen years old, and 
one sister at the age of seventeen years. She had been 
twice to Carlsbad. The first time she derived great benefit 
from her visit ; the second time she experienced no benefit. 
She looked fairly well and suffered only from cramps in her 
calves and from thirst. She, too, had the peculiar odour of 
diabetes. ‘The examination of the urine on June 14th gave : 
ep. gr., 1037 ; sugar, 49 per cent. ; albumen, traces. As the 
urine contained no acetone, the case seemed more hopeful. 
She was ordered half a pint of Neuenahr water three times 
a day, and to eat no bread for five days, but was allowed 
to take potatoes three times a day. The examination of the 
urine on June 2lst gave: sp. gr., 1032; sugar, 3:1 per 
cent. She was kept on this diet till July 15th, when she 
left Neuenahr, the last examination of the urine having 
given: sp. gr. 1020; sugar, 0-1 per cent. There was no 
albumen. 

I think these cases will suffice as an exemplification of what 
I have said above. I could easily give fifty more in which 
the same result was achieved as in the last case, but I should 
only tire the reader. As to the duration of the improvement, 
I wish only to add that many of the patients had been undr 
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the treatment of the late Dr. Schmitz for several years, and 
that in many of them the improvement had been lasting, the 
patients having been careful to keep to the medium course 
between foods too rich in carbohydrates and those containing 
none. 

Beaumont-street, W. 








A CASE OF EXTRA-UTERINE FCTATION ; 
RUPTURE OF LEFT FALLOPIAN TUBE 
ABOUT THE SIXTH WEEK OF PREG- 
NANCY; LAPAROTOMY; RECOVERY. 

3y CLELAND LAMMIMAN, F.R.C.S. EnG., 


SURGEON TO THE TUNBRIDGE WELLS GENERAL HOSPITAL, 


On May 4th, 1892, I received a message from a friend 
that he was in attendance upon a case of extra-uterine 
fcetation, and that the case was urgent. I found a lady 
suffering from intense prostration, with a scarcely per- 
ceptible pulse, extremely blanched, and evidently in a most 
alarming condition from internal hemorrhage. The abdomen 
was tender and tumid; no change in position or bulk of the 
uterus could be detected per vaginam, but there was some 
fulness in the left ovarian region and in Douglas’s pouch. 
She had last menstruated six weeks previously, and had had 
no symptom of uterine or ovarian disease, her periods 
occurring every four weeks and lasting for three or four days. 
She was thirty-five years of age, had been married for 
some years, and had one child. On the forty-second 
day of her pregnancy she felt some pain in her left abdo- 
minal side, and this continued during the forty-third, forty- 
fourth, and forty-fifth days. On the forty-sixth day, after 
walking a mile, she was seized with severe pain in her 
abdomen and lay down with a sense of great illness, nausea, 
and rectal distress. Her prostration was so intense that 
soon she could not raise herself. She vomited continually and 
suffered greatly from thirst. A consultation was afterwards 
held, and the diagnosis of the medical attendant was con- 


firmed, and, considering the extreme danger of the patient, 
I resolved to give her the last chance by performing laparo- 
tomy. Chloroform was administered, but in a few minutes 
the hzmorrhage was evidently re-started, the pulse stopped, 


and she was apparently dying. Appealing to her friends, I 
was begged at all hazards to save her if it were in my power. 
As rapidly as possible I reached the peritoneum in the middle 
line, opened it to the length of the skin wound (four inches), 
and found the abdomen to be tensely filled with blood, which 
gushed out in large quantities. When the flow had dimi- 
nished sufficiently to allow of my seeing what was held by my 
fingers, I examined the right tube and ovary and found 
them to be healthy. The uterus was slightly enlarged 
in antero-posterior measurement; the left ovary was as 
large as a bantam’s egg; the Fallopian tube, and indeed 
the whole appendage, was greatly thickened and obviously 
very friable—its fixation was so pronounced that it was 
most difficult to draw it to the surface without tearing it 
or its pelvic attachment through the infundibular ligament. 
Again and again hemorrhage in large quantity obscured the 
view of everything, but at last, seizing the ovarian end of the 
appendage between my left thumb and finger and the uterine 
end between those of my right hand, I stopped the bleeding 
and found upon the anterior surface of the Fallopian tube, 
which I now raised, a rent close to the uterus, one inch 
and a quarter long, from which some placental structures 
were protruding. While the tube and ovary were sus- 
pended I passed a double ligature of stout carbolised silk 
through the broad ligament opposite the centre of the rent, 
and, the tube being tied at both sides, I cut away that 
portion which contained the rent, not being able to 
include the ovary because of its brawny fixation, for it 
was evident that the strain would have torn the broad 
ligament away from its attachment to the pelvic bone 
The peritoneal toilet was now begun, but hardly had the 
sponging commenced when the hemorrhage again started in 
alarming quantity, and 1 found that the ligature on the 
uterine side had in a measure torn through ; so another was 
placed with transfixion nearer the womb. Again the sponging 
commenced, followed again by bleeding, necessitating another 
transfixion and ligature on the ovarian end of the tube. 





Again I sponged out a quantity of blood and clots, but, find- 
ing the amount growing less, and as the patient was in the 
most extreme circumstances compatible with life, I placed 
a large drainage-tube in the lower end of the wound 
and as rapidly as possible placed the sutures. For a 
few days a considerable quantity of broken-down blood- 
clot was syringed from the drainage-tube by a sublimate 
solution. The temperature rose during the week as high as 
101°5°F. ; but she made a good and straightforward recovery, 
and on June 12th walked downstairs and upstairs. I need 
hardly say that in the midst of such hemorrhage the six 
weeks’ foetus was not discovered. The patient is now in 
robust health. 

The difficulties encountered in this case were in the main 
those of furious hemorrhage due to tearing out of the liga- 
tures. The structures upon which they were placed, and which 
indeed in every direction surrounded the ruptured Fallopian 
tube, bore prominently, and to an excessive degree, the 
geloid character that alone belongs to the umbilical funis. 

Tunbridge Wells. 








THE DETERMINING CAUSE OF SEX, 
WITH CASES. 
3y ANDREW WILSON, F.RS. Epry., F.L.8., 


LATELY LE@CTURER ON COMPARATIVE ANATOMY IN THE EDINBURGH 
MEDICAL SCHOOL; LATELY EXAMINER IN THE FACULTY OF MEDI- 
CINE, UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW ; COMBE LECTURER, ETC, 


SoME two years ago I placed on record in the pages of THE 
LANCET a provisional theory of sex determination. Briefly 
stated, that theory maintained that the causation of sex was 
primarily a matter of nutrition affecting the ovum at the 
time of fertilisation. I held then (and hold still) that the 
ovum which is fertilised pre-menstrually, being a stronger and 
more vital one, tends towards the male side; and that the 
ovum which is fertilised post-menstrually, having lost much of 
its vitality, gets a bias towards the female side. This theory is 
consistent with the fact that while in lower vertebrates, and 
invertebrates as well, the female is as a rule the stronger, in 
mammalia the male is the larger. Therefore it needs a more 
vigorous ovum in the quadruped to develop into a male than 
is required fora femaleconception. The publication of my views 
in THE LANCRT was followed by an interesting discussion to 
which I need not refer here save to remark that when charged 
with neglecting the rd/e of the spermatozoon in fertilisation and 
sex-production I remarked that my theory simply dealt with 
results. My critics, equally with myself, are largely ignorant 
of the exact part played by the male element in impregna- 
tion. We know it is as necessary (in mammals at least) as 
the ovam. What I maintain is that, given fertilisation, it is 
a question of vitality and nutrition on the part of the ovum 
which decides the sex of the resulting embryo. Each sex is 
evolved out of and from a common type. The embryo pursues 
for a time a straight path, then deviates to the male or female 
side. The impetus to this deviation, on my view of things, is 
given at the commencement of its existence as a fertilised 
ovum. The longer fertilisation is delayed after its extrusion 
from the ovary the greater likelihood is there of the ovum de- 
veloping into a female embryo, and vice versd. Hermaphroditic 
products can be explained on this theory by fertilisation 
taking place at the mean between the pre- and post-menstrual 
period : the ovum remains in equilibrio, as it were, and tends 
to develop the common or double type of organism. 

I appealed in my former paper for clinical proofs of my 
theory. To this appeal one member of the profession has 
generously responded — Dr. J. Kerr, of Crawshawbooth, 
near Manchester. Before glancing at Dr. Kerr’s memo- 
randa I may be permitted to quote from the New York 
Medical Record three passages of interest in connexion with 
my theory, a statement of which, I presume, must have been 
published in the pages of that journal. In its issue for 
April 15th, 1893, I find the following :—‘‘ Determination of 
the sex, by George Abbott, M.D., Hamburg, N.Y.—In the 
Medical Record of Feb. 18th, on p. 213, is a statement 
relative to procreation of sex, which is in such accord 
with my own observations that I am constrained to give a 
couple of confirmatory instances. Over thirty years ago I 
delivered a young woman of a daughter, who had been 
married just nine months and a few days. Her mother said 
that at the time of the wedding her daughter had but just 
recovered from her menstrual period. A year or so after this 
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my wife assisted in dressing a lady tor a marriage who had 
but just recovered from her monthly periods. In nine months 
thereafter this lady gave birth to a daughter. In my forty 
years’ practice I have met with several instances which, though 
perhaps not as clearly distinct as those given, still seemed to 
point so directly to the idea that a conception occurring just 
previous to the menstrual period would result in a son, and if 
just after, a daughter, that I have for many years made my 
prognosis of the sex of the forthcoming child upon the rela- 
tion that the hour of conception bore to the normal period, 
with almost unerring certainty when we could depend upon 
the facts.’’ 

Again, in the New York Medical Record for Aug. 12th, 1893, 
a note is thus given :-—‘‘ The Determination of Sex.—Dr. A. C. 
Carney of Dayton, O., sends the following as a contribution 
to the discussion upon the causes which may determine the 
sex of the child : ‘On March Ist, 1892, in an examination of 
a young woman, I learned that her menstrual flow had just 
ceased. The following day she was married, and on Dec. 4th, 
1892, she was delivered of a female child.’ ’’! 

Turning now to Dr. Kerr's memoranda I find that his notes 
give us the following particulars. I take his cases simply 
in the order of the'r occurrence, as the testimony in this 
sequence is all the more natural and striking: 

1. A woman gave birth to a daughter at the end of October, 
1891. The child was the sixth, all girls. Careful inquiry 
elicited the fact that, so far as the patient could tell, im- 
pregnation always occurred ‘‘just after the cessation of a 
menstrual period.”’ Dr. Kerradds that the patient had no idea 
of the significance or purport of his inquiries, and that her 
statements were of an emphatic kind. 2. Three cases (date 
of letter Nov. llth, 1891), all female children, and 
all impregnations post-menstrual. 3. On Nov. 29th, 1891, 
Mrs. was delivered of a male child, well developed. 
Her age was thirty-one years. Last menstrual period 
Web. 25th, 1891. Reckoning 280 days back from Nov. 29th, 
we get the date of impregnation as Feb. 22nd. On 
Feb. 25th she was menstruating, but sparsely. Admittedly 
this is a doubtful case. Dr. Kerr says that the dates 
at least are exact. 4. Mrs. ——, aged twenty years. 
Menstruates every three weeks, regularly. Last menstrual 
period began March 16tb, 1891 ; impregnation on March 30th, 
this being the borderland of the next menstruation due. 
The date was easily fixed because she was then unmarried. 
The child was a male. 5. Mrs , aged forty years. 
Menstruated March 9th, 1891 ; impregnated a few days there- 
after. Child, female, delivered Dec. 11th, 1891. 6. Mrs. 

aged thirty-two years. Last menstruation in the 

last week of April, 1891; impregnated just after menstrua- 
tion ceased. Delivered of a female child, Feb. 1st, 1892. 
7. Mrs , aged thirty-nine years. Impregnated a few 
days before June 17th, 1891; next menstrual period should 
have begun on that date. Delivered of a male child, 
Feb. 21st, 1892. 8. Mrs. , aged twenty-four ; reckoned 
from the beginning of June, 1891, and is positive im- 
pregnation took place then just before the menstrual 
period ; result, a male birth on Feb. 28th, 1892. 9. Mrs. 
, aged thirty-four years. Last menstrual period began 
May 17th, 1891. Impregnation in first week of June fol- 
lowing, before the succeeding period ; birth, a male child, 
March 19th, 1892. 10. Mrs. , aged twenty-two years ; 
last menstruation June 18th, 1891; impregnation, June, 20th; 
delivered of a female child March 19th, 1891. 11. Mrs. ——, 
wed twenty-eight years; last menstruation July 23rd, 1891; 
ipregnation a few days thereafter; birth, a female (prema- 
ure), March 20th, 1892. 12. Mrs. , aged twenty-four 
years. Slight menstrual discharge in first week of June, 
1891; impregnation took place on the previous day ; delivered 
of a male child, April 2nd, 1891. 13 Mrs. , aged forty- 
two years; last menstruation in first week of July, 1891; 
impregnated in August, 1891, just before the next period ; 
delivered of a full term male child April 26th, 1892. 
14. Mrs , aged twenty-six years ; last menstrual period, 
Aug. 12th, 1891 ; impregnation about Sept. 7th ; delivered of 
a male child May 15th, 1892. 15. Mrs. , aged thirty- 
two years; last menstruation ‘‘middle of August,’’ 1891; 
impregnated about the second week in September (exact 
date not known but obviously before the next period): 
result, a male child, born May 18th, 1892. 16. Mrs. ——, 
aged twenty-two years; last menstruation Aug. 12th, 1891; 
impregnated Sept. 3rd; delivered of a male child May 25th, 
1892. 17. Mrs aged thirty years; last menstrual 








1 Vide also New York Medica] Record, Dec. 2nd, 1893. 





period should have been about April 12tb, 1891; im- 
pregnated April 10th; delivered Jan. 2nd, 1892; child, 
male. 18. Mrs. ——, aged thirty-seven years ; last men- 
struation ended March 30th, 1891 ; impregnated immediately 
thereafter ; delivered Jan. 5th, 1892 ; child, female. 

I make no comment on these cases. Some of them may 
not be beyond criticism ; others, and I think the bulk, seem 
to prove the accuracy of my theory. To Dr. KerrI owea 
large meed of gratitude for his untiring energy in tracing out 
the history of the cases recorded. I commend his example to 
other practitioners interested in solving a question not with- 
out obvious social importance. What the cases establish is 
at least a very fair presumption, to put it mildly, that pre- 
menstrual impregnation will produce a mule birth, and ric: 
versa. We have reached that stage in the investigation when, 
it seems to me, clinical observation alone must be depended 
upon for the rejection or overthrow of the views I have 
promulgated. 

Edinburgh. 








MILD INFLUENZA; CARDIAC THROM 
BOSIS; SUDDEN FATAL SYNCOPE. 
By W. PERCY REYNOLDS, L.R.C.P.Lonp., M.R.C.S., 
HONORARY SURGEON, STAMFORD-HILL AND STOKE NEWINGTON 
DISPENSARY. 


Tue following case is of such interest that it needs no 
apology of mine for claiming for it a place in the columns. 
of Tn& LANCET. 

A woman thirty-one years of age, whose previous medica} 
history, with the exception of an attack of hysterical menta> 
instability some thirteen years ago and the practice of habitua! 
tight-lacing, had been otherwise good, was taken ill with 
catarrhal symptoms on Nov. 18th of this year. When seer 
on the 19th she had some slight febrile disturbance, the 
temperature being under 100° F., pains in the back and 
limbs, some nausea, and a febrile tongue, with considerable 
nasal and bronchial catarrh. There were no lung complica - 
tions ; the heart sounds were fairly healthy, there being nc: 
evidence of valvular disease, but the first sound was sugges- 
tive of a hemic murmur. She was ordered to remain in bec! 
till the next day, when she was found to be considerably 
better and was allowed to get up and have tea in her room 
Permission was given for her to rise in time for luncheon on the 
21st, and at my visit on Nov. 22nd she was downstairs. Her 
condition then was one of steady improvement. Her tongue- 
had cleaned, the papilla being left unusually pronouncec: 
and denuded and somewhat sore. She was ordered to remaim 
within doors, to go to bed early, to get up Jate and to exercise 
prudence and care. On the 23rd she was foolish enough to sta 
up till 1 A.M. of the 24th, and at my visit on that day I found 
her to be not so well, the papillz on the tongue having become 
somewhat ulcerated. There were then no clinical symptoms 
of heart failure, though the pulse was weak. This I attri 
buted to a want of sufficient nourishment, consequent on the- 
soreness of her tongue, and to the influenzal condition. On 
Sunday, the 25th, a messenger reported at my house that 
she was in bed suffering from acute pains in her back 
between the shoulders, which nothing could relieve, and 
that she was very sick and appeared to be much mor 
ill. Her symptoms being urgent, Dr. Stokes, who live: 
close to the patient's house, was very properly sent for, but 
before he could render any service at all she had passed 
away. A post-mortem examination was made on the fol 
lowing day. Thechest and abdomen only were examined. 
The stomach and intestines were found to be empty, but witl» 
no lesion, the former organ containing only a little glairy 
mucus. The kidneys were large but healthy. The spleen 
was large but easily friable. The liver was large and healthy, 
being in no way carnified ; in fact, its only deviation from the- 
normal was due to a portion of its right lobe being almost 
separated by persistent tight lacing. The lungs were healthy, 
no signs of pneumonia or bronchitis being present. The heart, 
which was certainly above the average in size, bad failed in 
diastole. The pericardium was quite healthy, there being nc- 
adhesions. On opening the right cavities of the heart an 
ante-mortem clot was found extending from the meshes 
of the furthermost corner of the right auricular appendix into 
the right ventricle, and firmly adherent to the wall of the 
auricle. The valves of the auriculo-ventricular orifices 
appeared to be firmer than usual, but there was no organ ¢ 
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Yesion. On opening the left ventricle there appeared to be a 
plaque between the pillars of the columnz carne, as if 
the ante-mortem clot which was found occupying the aortic 
orifice had originated at the heart’s apex. The aortic and 
pulmonary valves were otherwise quite healthy. The thrombus 
occupying the aorta rested in the valvular orifice, and both 
it and that occupying the right cavities of the heart fulfilled 
the pathological conditions of typical ante-mortem coagula. 
The heart muscle appeared to be quite good. There was no 
apparent anemia. 

I place this case on record without comment, as there is 
much food for thought in it. I cannot conclude without 
acknowledging the valued services of my colleague, Dr. 
Harris, who assisted me at the post-mortem examination, 
and of the counsel derived from Dr. Stokes’ ripe experience. 
{ have to thank him, too, for his courteous, though unavailing, 
<ittendance in my patient’s emergency. 

Stamford hill, N. 








A HMlirror 


HOSPITAL PRACTICE, 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quaamplurimas et mcr- 
borum et dissectionum historias, tum aliorum tum proprias collectas 
habere, et inter se comparare.—MoraaGni De Sed. et Caus. Morbd., 
\ib. iv. Procmium. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


TWO CASES ILLUSTRATING THE MORE SERIOUS COMPLICA- 
TIONS OF DENTAL CARIES. 
(Under the care of Mr. GEORGE LAWSON.) 

THESE cases serve to illustrate two of the most severe com- 
plications of neglected dental caries. In the first the amount 
of the necrosis was unusually extensive and involved the 
removal of a considerable sequestrum. In the second case 
the complication of cellulitis of the neck was a much 
more serious one, and the risks run, as proved by the 
ending of the case, were much more grave. In fact, what- 
ever the cause of the suppuration, the condition is one which 
calls for most active surgical treatment. 

CASE 1. Dental caries ; necrosis of lower jaw ; suppurative 
urthritis of temporo-maxillary articulation ; partial excision 
of jaw.—A woman aged fifty-two was admitted into the 
hospital on Nov. 8th, 1892, complaining of fixity of the jaw 
and swelling of the left side of the face. The patient stated 
that twelve months before admission ‘‘lumps’’ appeared 
at the angle of the jaw and left side of the face, and at 
the same time she began to experience difficulty in opening 
her mouth ; this had been gradually getting worse. The 
swelling of the face had been opened in three places, and a 
considerable quantity of matter had been let out. The patient 
was unable to open her mouth for more than a quarter of an 
inch, and she only did this with difficulty. The second and 
third left lower molars were found to be carious. There were 
several sinuses round the angle of the jaw and left side of the 
face and neck. One of these, directly beneath the zygoma, was 
found to lead down to bare bone. Another sinus was situated 
about half an inch behind the ramus, and there were two or 
three more about the angle of the jaw. On Nov. 13th the 
patient was anwsthetised and the jaw was wedged open ; 
at the same time the last two lower molars were ex- 
tracted As the patient was still unable to open 
her mouth to any extent, she was again anesthetised on 
the 30th. A vertical incision was made from just below the 
-ygoma over the ramus nearly as far as the angle, and from 
the upper end of this incision another passed horizontally 
forwards just below and parallel with the zygoma. The 
temporo-maxillary joint was found to be suppurating, and the 
inferior maxillary bone as far forwards as the inferior dental 
vanal to be necrosed. The bone was disarticulated, the 
necrosed bone was removed in three pieces, and the glenoid 
cavity was scraped. ‘The wound at first suppurated freely, 
but the patient was discharged on Jan. 13th, 1893. 

Case 2. Dental caries; alweclar abscess; angina Ludovici; 
septic pneumonia; death. —A rather weakly looking man 











was admitted into the Middlesex Hospital on April 13th, 
1892, with a large tender swelling beneath the jaw. The 
patient gave a history of having felt strong and healthy 
until two months previously to his admission, when he 
began to feel ‘‘out of sorts.’’ On April 1st he had pain 
in the first right lower bicuspid tooth, with some swelling 
beneath the jaw. He obtained some relief from a mixture 
obtained from a chemist, but the swelling in the neck did 
not subside, and on the 10th he had the tooth extracted at 
a hospital. The patient became weak and ill, and the 
swelling became more painful. He had a shivering fit 
on the 12th and on the following day was admitted into 
the Middlesex Hospital. On admission a red, tense, 
tender swelling was found extending beneath the whole 
length of the lower jaw and reaching backwards to the 
angle on either side. ‘The skin over the tumour was brawny, 
and fluctuation could be obtained. The breath was very 
offensive, and on pressing over the swelling fetid pus 
escaped from the socket of the first right lower bicuspid. 
The temperature was 102° F., the pulse 120, and the 
respiration 36. The patient was at once ansthetised, 
an incision an inch in length was made in the middle 
line, and an abscess cavity was opened about one inch 
below the surface. About an ounce and a half of fetid, 
brownish-coloured pus escaped. The wound was irrigated 
with perchloride of mercury, and fomentations were applied. 
After the Operation the patient appeared to be easier, but the 
temperature and pulse remained the same. On the 14th 
he complained of pain behind the manubrium sterni. The 
pulse became irregular in volume and rhythm, and a few 
crepitations were heard over both chests. The wound was 
thoroughly irrigated, and three ounces of brandy were 
ordered. Later the cough became rather troublesome, and 
the amount of brandy was doubled. During the next two 
days the patient became very prostrated, and the pulse was 
weaker, but more regular. There was some dyspnea, but no 
cyanosis. He could not lie down or sleep for more than a 
few minutes together. His appetite remained good. On the 17th 
the pulse became very weak, and dyspnoea was more marked, 
but no cyanosis was present ; the apex of the heart beat lay 
in the fifth interspace, half an inch outside the nipple line. 
No friction was heard over the cardiac area ; the pain behind 
the sternum became more marked; slight friction could be 
heard on the right side, and crepitation was just audible over 
both lungs. The expectoration was more viscid and blood- 
stained. Half an ounce of brandy was given every hour. On 
the following day the pulse became weaker, but rather more 
regular; the patient became delirious, and his breathing 
difficult and noisy. He sank and died on April 20th, 1892. 














Hledical Societies. 
NORTH LONDON MEDICAL AND CHIRUR- 
GICAL SOCIETY. 


Exceptional Case of Congenital Heart Disease.—Early Stage 
of Chronie Muscular Atrophy simulating Peripheral 
Neuritis.—Case of Hecurring Gangrene of the Leg allied 
to Raynaud’s Disease. 

AT a meeting of this society held on Dec. 14th, Dr. Henty 
being in the chair, Dr. W. A. MALCOLM brought forward 
a man aged thirty-two, the subject of Congenital Heart 
Disease.. Dr. Malcolm said that the patient had been under 
his observation for many years and had shown signs all his 
life of this malady. Cyanosis and enlargement of the 
superficial venous capillaries were very obvious. There was, 
in addition, marked bulbous enlargement of the tips of the 
fingers. The patient on one or two occasions had had 
profuse hemoptysis from pulmonary congestion. Nothwith- 
standing these signs, on examining the heart there was 
marked absence of the symptoms associated with the usual 
forms of congenital cardiac lesions. At the time the case 
was shown, beyond slight deficiency in the second sound 
over the region of the pulmonary artery and evidence of some 
cardiac hypertrophy, very little that was abnormal could be 
detected. In spite of the absence of definite physical signs 
Dr. Malcolm concluded that the lesion was probably a stenosis 
of the pulmonary orifice with compensatory failure in closure 
of the septum ventriculorum or the foramen ovale, or both of 
these orifices 
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Dr. GALLOWAY exhibited a man aged thirty-eight suffering 
from a very early condition of Chronic Muscular Atrophy of 
the Muscles of the Right Hand. This case was associated 
with a certain amount of tingling along the course and «is- 
tribution of the ulnar nerve, and to a less extent of the 
median nerve. He commented upon the occurrence of 
tingling in early stages of chronic muscular atrophy and 
remarked on the liability of such cases being described as 
those of peripberal neuritis of various forms. Mr. HENRY 
WHITEHsAD criticised the remarks made by Dr. Galloway, 
but agreed in the diagnosis arrived at. 

Mr. C. B. Lockwoop showed a preparation of 
removed from a patient suffering from recurring attacks of 
Gangrene. rhe part was removed some years ago, and 
recently, on account of attacks of gangrene in the leg, 
amputation had been performed above the knee-joint. Mr. 
Lockwood stated that he considered the case as one of an 
exceptionally severe form of Raynaud's disease. 

Mr. Lockwoop also showed a specimen of a Kidney he 
had removed by abdominal section from a patient now in 
the Great Northern Hospital. The case was remarkable for 
the long duration of symptoms and the large size of the kidney 
and of the calculus it contained. The patient was recovering 
well from the operation. 


a leg 





PROVINCIAL MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


EDINBURGH Mepico-CHIRURGICAL Society. —This society 
heid an additional meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 20th, Dr. 
CLoUSTON, the President, in the chair. A number of interest- 
ing cases were shown.—Dr. ByroM BRAMWELL showed a 
patient who had been successfully treated with 
an Obstinate Psoriasis and remarked that 


female 
thyroid extract for 
all cases were not cured by this means, and that some might 


even be made worse. He also showed a case of Lupus of 
the Face in man which he had treated with thyroid 
extract. The case had been treated by various methods, and 


success. He was led to try thyroid 
that tubercle was frecuently associated 
with myxcedema rhe case had improved greatly under the 
treatment, and, from the marked improvement in it, he 
anticipated a final cure He thought the amelioration must 
be attributed to the improvement in the nutrition of the skin 
i } The treatment required 


all with indifferent 


extract by the fact 


due tothe action of the thyroid extract 

months. He show: d another case of Lupus in whichit had not 
been begun, so that it miz seen what effect treatment 
might sabsequently have on it.—Dr. J. C: DUNLOP exhibited 
an infant, its father, and grandfather, in all of whom there 
were Webbed Fingers; in the child there were also webs 
between the centre toes Dr. NORMAN WALKER showed a 
patient with Rodent Ulcer before ulceration had occurred, 





and on whom he proposed to operate by excising the part. 
Mr. CAIRD showed a man with Charcot’s Disease of both 
Knee-joints, in which there was great hyperplasia of the 
bones, with displacement. He proposed to excise the parts 
and obtain unkylosis —Dr. W. Rus showed Dr. Kessel's 
photographs of cases of Lupus treated in the Berlin Institute 
for Infectious Diseases with tuberculin. —The papers read 
were by: (1) Dr. Byrom BRAMWELL, entitled Notes of 
Remarkable Case of Sporadic Cretinism. The child was sixteen 
and ahalf years old and was only 29} in. inheight. Hedescribed 
the general appearance ol the child and the extra inary 
devotion of its mother. It soon improved considerably ie 
treatment with thyroid. To have any decided effect upon the 
mental condition t treatment would of course require 
be persevered in for years, and the prognosis was necess v 
' s t as when treatment was begun early in lite 
Ss AN bri bstract from a very 1 Dg se 
Ss f ‘ Bullet Wound of the Head The re V 
en held in contact with the rehead, : t 
sinus been opened and gave rise to 1 
re Ihe patient had, however, made an uninte 
ect rec ry after the broken bones and the bullet hac 
en ret ed. He showed a number of experiments he had 
! locks of wood of various thicknesses, illust 
the biackening of the woo the character of the hole made 
by the bullet, and the « st n the bullet itself I 
AWSON INER ve Al eresting practical der nstratior 
the Therapeutic Methods employed in Static Electricity 
expiained the iratus used a : 
EDINBURGH OBs' NICAL SOCIETY | society met « 
I 13th, Dr. FREELAND BARBOUR, Presidert, ia the cl 








| he ha 


‘be following specimens were exhibited : A ‘Tubal Gestation 
removed entire ; a Decidual Cast of the Uterus ; Microscopic 
Sections of Decidual and Menstrual Casts ; Three examples of 
Pyosalpinx, one of Hemato-salpinx, two Ovarian Cysts, and a 
Vaginal Cyst, by Dr. N. T. Bkewis; A Cyclosomatous and 
an Anencepbalic Fcetus, by Dr. HAULTAIN ; and A Papyraceous 
and an Anencephalic Fitus, by Dr. BALLANTYNE. The 
PRESIDENT then read two papers entitled respectively ‘‘ Note 
of a Case of Double Rupture of the Membranes ”’ and ‘‘On an 
Unusual Position of the Promontory Mark on the Feetal 
Head.’’—Dr. HAULTAIN thereupon read a paper commending 
Champetier de Ribes’ Bag and explaining its method of use. 
Dr. J. W. BALLANTYNE next gave an exhaustive paper on 
‘*Influenza in its relation to Obstetrical, Gynecological, and 
Pediatric Cases.’’ The meeting closed after Dr. Ballantyne 
had given an account of the dissection of a foetus amorphus 
anidens. 

NorrinGHaAM Mrpico-CHIRURGICAL Society. —A meeting 
of this society was held on Dec. 20th, Dr. W. HUNTER, 
President, in the chair.—The PRESIDENT showed the Dilated 
(Esophagus of a Horse, which had been under the care of 
Mr. Cave, veterinary surgeon. The tube was strictured at 
the lower end and was dilated throughout its length, but 
especially about the middle, where there existed a sac as. 
large as a cricket-ball. This sac formed a tumour, which 
was observed during life and had been known to exist for 
four years. ‘The chief symptoms were attacks of colicky 
pain. Obstruction seems never to have become complete, 
and the animal died of acute enteritis. —Dr. CATTLE read a 
paper by himself and Dr. MILLAR on the Structure of Cancer. 
The microscopic appearances of the different kinds of cancer 
were illustrated, by a series of thirty lantern photographs, by 
Dr. Millar. He said that the structure of cancer varied 
according to the kind of epithelium in which it arose, but 
after making allowance for differences of site it was thought 
that the process was essentially the same wherever it 
occurred. ‘The part played by protozoa in the causation of 
the disease was briefly referred to. The paper concluded with 
some remarks on the operative treatment of cancer, viewed 
in the light of structure.—A discussion followed, in which 
the President, and Drs. Handford, Ransom, and Michie took: 
part. 
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Psychiatric cin kurzes 1 r Studirende und Aerzte. 
Vierte vollstiindig umgearbeitete Auflage. (.Wenta/ Patho- 
logy: a Short Manual for Students and the Medical Pro- 
fession. Fourth edition, completely revised.) By Em1IL 
KRAEPELIN. Leipzig: Arthur Meiner. 1893 

THIS treatise, which contains over 700 pages of solid print 

(showing that Professor Kraepelin’s idea of curtness is a 

liberal one), deals exhaustively with the problems suggested 

by its title, and in particular deserves commendation for its 
high standard of practicality. The author, who is professor 
of this subject at Heidelberg, begins by thanking his friendly 


fates for p'acing him in a post where he has been and will be 


enabled to devote all bis energies to clinical observation, as 
thus been enabled to thoroughly revise and, where 
rewrite his book from a personal point of view 
) the works of others. The book 
ions, of which the first deals with the 
and the 


ent forms 


necessary, to 





etiology and treatment of insanity generally, 





ra ¢ lers the special pathology of diffe 

of the « se and the nedial measures to be adopted. 

Ir e s nd ft visions seem to us to be 

r : numerous iborate. Such over-minute 

emert of a subject may defeat its own object 

! i r than clearness. Why, for 

Id the haustion following a maniacal attack 

‘ i I iteceder lelirium? Surely the 

two ¢ litions 2zht to be treated under one heading. 

‘ é inia of a depressed kind 

( very 1 to And why should 

al sé il instinct receive special treatment as a form 
| of insanity more than any other prom'nent symptom common, 
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to many forms of insanity? On the other hand, it must be 
admitted that this splitting up of a very wide subject, when 
accompanied, as it is in this case, by a copious index, has 
practical advantages, though it may lack logical reasons. 
While the whole work bears the stamp of having been written 
from personal knowledge laboriously acquired, the particular 
section that we think is most likely to be useful to the general 
reader, and in some of its details new to him, is that upon 
general symptomatology (Part I., chapter2). It should be noted 
that Professor Kraepelin is severely medical, so that the vexed 
questions of a legal definition of insanity and of what con- 
stitutes criminal responsibility and civil capacity are not 
touched upon. 

A Dictionary of Medical Science. By Rop_tey DUNGLISON, 
M.D., LL.D., late Professor of Institutes of Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the Jefferson Medical College 
of Philadelphia. Twenty-first edition, thoroughly revised 
and greatly enlarged by RIcHARD J. DUNGLISON, A.M., 
M.D. London: J. & A. Churchill. 

THIS valuable work, former editions of which have in times 
ast been reviewed in our columns, has now reached what 
snay be termed its majority, since its twenty-first edition has 
been sent forth to the world. This is a fact which, even 
taken alone, amply justifies the high esteem in which the 
book is held by the medical profession everywhere. The 
association of the founder of the Dictionary with the 
present editor began, we are told in the preface, ‘‘with the 
edition of 1857 and extended until 1869, when the author’s 
death left a considerable amount of MSS., which formed 
a basis for the thorough and complete revision made by 
the editor in 1874.’’ Forty-four thousand new subjects 
and terms are stated to be comprised in this last edition. 
The number of pages has, we find, been considerably 
increased, and the bulk of the volume has necessarily been 
augmented ; but the space required for the introduction of 
new matter given in the work has been largely economised 
by the introduction of tables, by the employment of different 
type, by increasing the number of abbreviations (the list of 
which in this edition occupies more than four pages), and by 
the adoption of a fresh arrangement of the subsidiary terms 
or varieties coming uader the principal headings. The idea 
of the editor appears to have been ‘‘to make the work, not a 
raere lexicon of terms, but to afford under each article a 
<ondensed view of its various medical relations, and thus to 
render the work an epitome of the existing condition of 
medical science.’’ This design has, it must be confessed, 
been worked out with considerable success. A feature intro- 
duced for the first time in this dictionary is the phonetic 
style of indicating the pronunciation. The necessity or utility 
of this innovation may be fairly open to debate, but that 
English letters should be made to do duty for Greek cha- 
racters in giving the derivations is a display of ‘‘modernism”’ 
which seems to be quite inexcusable. The plea urged by the 
editor, that by this means ‘‘acquaintance with the Greek 
fanguage is rendered unnecessary,’’ appears to us a most 
lame and impotent conclusion. Surely some little acquaint- 
ance with the language of Hippocrates and Galen is an 
important factor in the education of one who is destined for 
a profession which owns these philosophers as its pioneers. 
A word may also be said of the accentuation, the marks 
<lenoting which appear to be placed under no fixed rule- 
e.g., ‘‘Dioptric, Diop’crics.’’ Nevertheless, we are quite 
prepared to extend a hearty welcome to this new issue, which 
mo doubt will be received with at least as much favour by the 
medical profession as has been accorded to its predecessors. 





JOURNALS AND REVIEWS. 
The Practitioner. Vol. li, No. 6 December, 1893. 
London : Macmillan and Co.—Jn this number Dr. Alexander 
Morison continues his study of the Neuro-muscular and Hemic 





Factors in Disease of the Heart, one of the many important 
points raised being an argument in favour of extending the con- 
ception of abnormal rise in blood pressure so as to consider the 
cardiac conditions as being equal in importance to the arterial. 
Dr. Ashby writes an article on the Diagnosis of Cerebellar 
Tumours, to which we referred in our last issue Professor 
Schmiedeberg of Strassburg describes the Dietetic and 
Therapeutic Uses of Ferratin, an organic iron compound 
extracted from the pig’s liver. After many failures it 
has been successfully produced artificially. Uncombined it is 
insoluble in water, but it forms with sodium a soluble 
compound and is considered by Professor Schmiedeberg to 
be the most readily assimilable of all iron preparations. 

The Medical Magazine. Vol. ii., No. 6. December, 1893. 
London : Southwood, Smith, and Co.—The style and character 
of this periodical have altered somewhat since its early issues. 
It now deals with a large and varied selection of topics of 
current interest, and is no longer limited to a few lengthy 
articles. The essay on Heredity and Disease is continued, 
the topic of ‘‘Weismannism”’ being treated in a lucid and 
skilful manner. Dr. Dixon Mann contributes a useful paper 
on the Mgdico-Legal Necropsy, and a series of articles on 
Health Resorts is commenced with one on Ventnor by Dr. 
Jas. M. Williamson. These, however, are only a few of the 
subjects discussed in the magazine. 

The Dublin Journal of Medical Science. No _ celxiv. 
December, 1893. Dublin: Fannin ani Co.—The chief con- 
tribution to this issue of an old-cstablished and high-class 
review is the introductory address delivered by Dr. C. J. 
Nixon at the opening of the winter session of the Medical 
School of the Catholic University. It is entitled ‘‘ Scientific 
Teaching in Medicine,’ and leads up to the question of 
State aid for scientific research. Dr. Jas. Craig discusses 
the subject of Pernicious Anemia in a commentary upon a 
case of this disease, and he gives the history of the growth of 
knowledge of the affection. ‘‘ Water-logged’’ Dublin is 
the suggestive title of a brief paper by Dr. W. R. Graves, in 
which he shows how the increasing prevalence of typhoid 
fever in that city is in proportion to the concentration of the 
subsoil water when this is permanently of high level. ‘‘The 
improvement in drains and sewers in the area not water- 
logged has lowered the death-rate from this disease in this 
area, while the water-logged area is going from bad to worse.’’ 

The American Journal of the Medical Sciences. Vol. cvi., 
No. 6. December, 1893 --Arother addition to the growing list 
of recorded cases of cerebral surgery is made in this journal by 
Drs. Richardson and Walton, who describe the details of a case 
of a tumour which occupied the posterior parietal and anterior 
part of the occipital lobe on the left side, displacing the 
temporal and occipital lobes. Its great extent precluded its 
removal in the operation that was undertaken for the purpose. 
The locality of the growth was diagnosed during life, although 
the motor centres were intact. The patient survived the 
exploratory operation for more than seven weeks. Dr. D. D. 
Stewart has an excellent paper on Non-albuminuric Bright’s 
Disease, in which the diagnosis has to be founded on 
collateral evidence of the condition of the pulse, retina, &c. 
Tue subject is ably discussed, and the writings of Irs. Wilks, 
Mahomed and others are dealt with. There is a short 
practical paper on Appendicitis by Dr. Miles Porter, with 
an interesting table of statistics, giving in 448 cases an average 
mortality rate of 17-23 per cent., and showing the slighter 
risk entailed in operations for removal of the appendix during 
tke quiescent period. ‘ 








Mepico- PsycnotocicaL Association. — The 
following candidates have passed the examination for the 
certificate in Psychological Medicine, granted by the Medico- 
Psychological Association :—In England, J. Vincent Blachford, 
and Everitt E. Norton. In Scotland, A. J. M. Paget, F. M. 
T. Skae, C. A. Brough, and W. M. Holmes. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 380, 18938. 
THE ANNUS MEDICUS 1893. 
Vedicine. 

THE record of the year 1893 needs little introduction to 
our readers. 
and asad year. It has deprived the profession in England 
of its official head and of leading members, struck down 
when actively engaged in the highest professional work. 
The International Congress, fixed to meet in Rome in 
September, had to be postponed, chiefly on account of the 
uncertain movements of cholera in Europe, which did 
not leave England altogether unscathed. The commercial 
depression of the year has been extreme and has injuri- 
ously affected the Hospital Sunday Fund and, indeed, all 
charities, to say nothing of its effects on the medical pro- 
fession, the members of which are supposed to be always 
available in times of prosperity or adversity. A very memor- 
able and pleasant event in the history of the year was the 
visit of Professor VincHow to London to deliver the Croonian 
Lecture of the Royal Society on Thursday, March 16th. 
The audience was brilliant and distinguished, and met in the 
theatre of the University of London. The subject of the 
lecture was a review of the history of pathological science, 
more especially in its bearings on the doctrine of life. He 
magnified the subject of life, saying ‘‘it was the idea of life 
which formed the ultimate problem for all fature research.’’ 
The lecturer was high in his praise of English workers, 
notably HARVEY, GLIssoN, and Brown. Referring to the 
scientific codperation of Germany and England for three 
hundred years past, he expressed a wish that this union 
might never be broken. Professor VIRCHOW was entertained 
the same evening at a banquet presided over by Lord 
KELVIN, the President of the Royal Society, and attended 
by all the leading members of that Society and the medical 
profession, including the Right Honourable THoMAS HUXLEY, 
Sir ANDREW CLARK, Sir JAMES PAGET, Sir JOSEPH LISTER, 
and Sir RicuArD QuaiN. The Universities conferred honorary 


degrees on our illustrious guest. On his arrival in Germany 


an early opportunity was taken by his brethren there to con- | 


gratulate him on his reception in England, and in reply he said 
that he regarded his visit as a kind of international mission 
intended to promote intercourse between members of the pro- 
We heartily endorse this view 
Oxford 


fession in different countries. 
and shall look forward hopefully to its development. 
has been the scene of two events of considerable interest 
in the medical history of the year. The first was a speech 
on Medicine by Lord SALISBURY, as president of a meeting 
in aid of the building fund of the Radcliffe Infirmary. Few 
eulogies of Medicine as a science and a professior have been 
more eloquent in the truest sense of the word. He declared 
medicine ‘‘to be the most sober, the most absolute, the most 
positive of all 


which is another name for the work of mercy ’’; and that 


the sciences ”’ 


‘*it is a curious fact that at this moment the whole tendency 


of scientific thought appears to be rapidly concentrating 


that **there isno other science 
} 


| itself upon the fields in which medicine reigns supreme.’” 
| The other event of interest was the opening of new permanent 
anatomical buildings at Oxford, under the curatorship of Mr. 
| ARTHUR THOMSON, at a cost of £7000—an earnest of a scme- 
what late perception in the authorities of that university of 


the debt it owes to a science which is the actual basis of that 
very science of medicine of which the Chancellor of the Univer- 
| sity had spoken such striking words a few months before. 
Medicine is a comprehensive term and may be considered te- 


include all branches of professional work. For details we 


refer our readers to the various sections in this summary. 


It has in many ways been a disappointing | 


Surgery. 

If the year that is closing is not memorable for some 
great triumph of the surgical art, it has yet contributed its- 
due share to the great debt humanity owes to surgery. In 
every branch steady progress nas been maintained and the 


methods of the surgeon have become at once more successful 
and more uniform. On the great subject of the treatment of 
wounds surgeons are to some extent divided into two rival but 
not hostile camps who claim asepsis and antisepsis as their 
watchwords. 
and will probably leave the honours not unequally divide@ 
In his most recent utterance on 


Time will no doubt put an end to the strife 


between the two parties. 
the subject Sir Joserpn LIstER expressed a_preference- 
for his old favourite, carbolic acid, over some of the newer 
antiseptic agents. Corrosive sublimate is, however, very 
widely used and with great success, and many of its advocates 
are unwilling to abandon an agent that has given them a 
greater measure of success than any of its predecessors. 
Cranial surgery, in one branch at least, is making con 
siderable advance—namely, the treatment of the intra 
cranial complications of chronic middle-ear disease. Many 
successful cases of evacuation of septic thrombi in the 
sigmoid sinus have been recorded, and Professor MACEWEN 
has published a most valuable work on the whole subject, 
founded on a large, varied, and brilliantly suecessful ex- 
perience. From the other side of the Atlantic there has. 
come the account of another method of reaching the 
Gasserian ganglion for the treatment of severe intractable 
neuralgia of the fifth nerve. We have lately read of the 
successful removal of the apex of a lung for tuberculous 
disease, but at present the surgical treatment of phthisis 


and bronchiectasis is an unrealised dream. In the abdomen, 





the field of so many surgical triumphs, there is not much 
Two excellent cases of pyloroplasty 
| have been recorded in the columns of THE LANCET, and this 
operation bids fair to supplant gastro-enterostomy for alb 


| unoccupied ground. 


cases of non-malignant pyloric obstruction. The operation 
by excision and immediate suture of perforated gastric ulcer 
| has attracted a good deal of attention, and there is at least 
| one very successful case on record to encourage surgeons in: 
the attempt to save lives which would be otherwise certainly 
doomed. To be successful, the operation must be performed 
almost immediately after the perforation. The absence of 
this favouring condition interfered with the success of a 
case of excision and suture of a perforated ulcer in the duo- 
denum which we recorded a few months ago, and which was 
the first instance in which this operation had been performed. 





} 
} 
| 


| Enterorrhaphy is gaining ground, and it is most satisfactory 


| to find that the simplest methods of direc’ circular suture are: 


replacing the various devices that have been recommended. 
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In the surgery of the urinary organs we have to mention 
the great success of lithotrity in children if certain special 
precautions are observed, and also the attempt—suc- 
cessfully made—to extend the range of lithotrity in adults 
by the introduction cf large and very powerful crushing 
‘instruments through an opening in the perineum into the 





membranous portion of the urethra. Circular suture of the 


urethra for rupture of that canal, or after excision of a 
strictured portion of it, must also be noted as an important 
Nephro-lithotomy and nephrectomy have for a 
long time been established as successful surgical procedures, 


advance. 


fo the surgery of the limbs it is to be noted that surgeons 
are dealing with tuberculous disease by local eradication far 
more generally than was the case in former years ; amputation 
is infrequently performed, the old formal excisions of joints 
are out of favour, and arthrectomy holds the field. Similar 
conservatism is shown in other ways, even to the abandon- 
ment of amputation for hammer-toe in favour of excision of 


« portion of the metatarsal phalanx. 


Dental Surgery. 

Those who are interested in dental surgery and the dental 
profession have not been idle since our last annual note. A 
great deal of the valuable time of the General Medical 
‘Council has been taken up with dental affairs, principally 
with regard to the question of ‘‘covering,’’ and a copy of 
their resolution, consisting of a draft ‘‘ warning,’’ was sent 
<o all dentists whose names appeared on the Register. During 
the current year it has been warmly urged that the General 
Medical Council should deem advertising to be ‘‘ infamous 
«conduct,’’ or that the Royal College of Surgeons of England 
should obtain statutory powers to erase the name of any of 
its Licentiates who advertise, such as the Irish and Scotch 
colleges possess. 

The old National Desrtal Hospital is a thing of the past, and 
a splendid new building, most carefully designed, has been 
erected. The opening of new dental school buildings at Guy’s 
Hospital shows that this department has been a decided 
success. Mr. HowARb MuMMERY has continued indefatigably 
‘nis researches into the microscopical anatomy of the teeth 
(Wurther study of the bacteria to be obtained from the mouth 
has resulted in the discovery of many new varieties of 
organisms and formed the subject of an interesting lec- 
ture by Dr. Rovewron, to which he added a ride 
emphasising the importance of all instruments used being 
choroughly aseptic. Meanwhile operative dentistry has not 
been negiected. The ever-fertile brain of Mr. Brunton 
-of Leeds has guided the production of many valuable con- 
trivances. Mr. STORER LENNETT’S paper on Some Methods 
-of Keeping Artificial Teeth in the Mouth was distinctly 
ingenious. A new head-rest for the dental chair has been 
introduced in order to accommodate the form in which 
fashion has decreed that ladies shall dress their hair ; and 
Mr. WALTER COFFIN has brought forward new apparatus 
for the correction of irregular teeth. By far the most 
important dental book of the year is by Messrs. Morton 
SMALE and J. F. CoLtier on Diseases and Injuries of the 
Teeth. 

Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

There is abundant evidence of activity in this depart- 

“nent during the past year, as indicated by the numerous 











communications made to the societies in London and 
throughout the country, as well as by the appearance 
in the pages of THz LAncreT of contributions dealing 
both theoretically and practically with important sub- 
jects. At the Obstetrical Society of London, among 
many interesting papers which were read, that of Dr. 
HERMAN on the Frequency of the Local Symptoms 
associated with Backward Displacements of the Uterus, 
At the 
same meeting Dr. CULLINGWORTH related the subsequent 
history of cases of Vaginal Hysterectomy for Malignant 


based on an analysis of 407 cases, may be noted. 


Disease which he had previously brought before the 
society. During the discussion on this paper it became 
evident that many authorities consider that most cases of 
cancer of the cervix suitable for operation are adequately 
treated by the supra-vaginal amputation of the cervix; 
and Dr. Lewers referred to his own series of such 
operations in several of which long periods had elapsed 
without recurrence. Mr. BOWREMAN JESSETT’'S address, 


| published ,in our columns, dealing with the same sub- 


ject deserves consideration. Papers on Extra-uterine 
Gestation were read by Drs. CULLINGWORTH and PAILLIPS 
and Mr. SINCLAIR STEVENSON. Dr. BOXALL'S elaborate 
papers on the Mortality of Childbirth and the Relation 
of External Meteorological Conditions to the Incidence of 
Febrile Illness in Childbed, compiled from statistical data, 
showed some curious points, as for instance, that, in spite of 
the great reduction in the mortality of lying-in hospitals due 
to the employment of antiseptic measures, this decrease 
was not apparent throughout the country generally. Mr. 
DorAN contributed a paper on the Absorption of Fibroid 
Tumours of the Uterus. In connexion with Fibromata, 
Dr. KLEINWACHT&R’S paper in the early part of the 
year, published in the Zvitschrift fiir Geburtshulfe und 
Gynikologie, containing his observations on the natural 
history of these growths in forty uterine cases, is specially 
interesting. Dr. BRAxToN HIcKs’ communication on 
a Further Contribution to the Clinical Knowledge of 
Puerperal Disease contained an interesting record of the 
natural history of cases of puerperal septicemia and caused 
considerable discussion. Dr. CULLINGWORTH’s address at 
the annual meeting of the British Medical Association at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne on Pelvic Peritonitis in the Female and 
the Importance of the Fallopian Tubes in connexion therewith 
deserves to be noted, as showing how a subject can be care- 
fully studied in the light of well-ascertained facts rather 
than acsording to traditional theories. Dr. HERBERT SPENCER, 
at the last meeting of the Medical Society of London, read 
a paper on a First Series of Fifty Ovariotomies, a Plea 
for the Performance of Ovariotomy by Obstetric Physicians, 
which formed a subject for animated discussion by repre- 
sentative surgeons and obstetricians, and on which we com- 
mented last week. 

In reference to operative obstetrics reports of several cases 
of successful Czesarean section have been communicated from 
various parts of the country to our readers duying the year. 
We published a translation of a clinical lecture by Professor 
Prinarp of Paris, giving the results of thirteen cases of sym. 
physiotomy and also a record of one case by Dr. LEWERS, 
the satisfactory result in the patient being afterwards shown 
to the Obstetrical Society of London. We also published a 
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translation of a paper by Professors PINARD and FARABGUF 
on Ischio-pubiotomy, describing a case of Naegele’s con- 
tracted pelvis in which the ischial and pubic bones were 
cut through to effect delivery, an operation many years ago 
suggested by Professor MACEWEN of Glasgow; whilst in 
the Mirror of Hospital Practice we have lately published an 
important series of Cesarean sections. 
Anatomy and Physiology. 

It is very difficult nowadays to do justice to the advances 
that have been made in the course of a year in the 
subjects of anatomy and physiology, owing to their number 
and variety. There was once a time when a teacher 
could say with perfect truth that he read everything, both 
in this country and abroad, that was published on these 
branches of knowledge ; but times have changed, and now he 
is a bard workertand a diligent student who can read every- 
thing that has been written in twelve months on any one of 
the numerous subdivisions into which those subjects have 
been split. In endeavouring to give an outline of some of 
the progress that has been made we may remark that the 
English student need no longer go to France or Germany for 
a good and inexpensive microscope. Several English firms 
supply really first-rate instruments, and, as Dr. DALLINGER 
observed at a meeting of the Royal Microscopical Society 
the simplicity that formerly characterised the continental 
microscope—with which so much good work has been 
done—is gradually undergoing material alteration, the best 
foreign makers modifying their instruments, with a corre- 
sponding increase in cost, in accordance with modern 
requirements, such instruments being capable of rotation 
and inclination, and possessing a substage, a condenser, and 
other features iong applied by the best English makers, 
being also provided. In the best microscopes of this 
country many changes and improvements have been intro- 
duced, and we read of new thermostats or thermo-regulators, 
air-pump arrangements, and camera and photo-micrograph 
apparatus; whilst the continuous attention devoted to 
bacteriology has brought forth a multitude of formule for 
preserving tissues and for staining and mounting them. The 
first volume of an excellent treatise on Practical Histology has 
just appeared, which has been written by M. J. ReNavt. 
Few things can be regarded as being quite pure and untainted 
nowadays, and our readers will not be surprised to hear that 
mother’s milk must be numbered with the majority. 
HONIGMANN finds that human milk obtained with all anti- 
septic precautions from seventy-three breasts of sixty-four 
nursing women was only sterile when duly cultivated in four 
cases. Inthe remainder staphylococcus albus was present, 
and in forty-four cases the staphylococcus aureus ; whilst in 
three instances other bacteria, a bacillus, and a sarcina were 
found. The number of germs varied from one to upwards 
of 9000 in a cubic millimetre. These observations are 
of interest in reference to the occurrence of thrush in 
children, to the origin of which they may furnish a clue, 
and also to the liability that children whilst still suckling 
present to suppuration after wounds accidentally or 
intentionally inflicted. It may further be remarked that 
the supposed influence of fennel in augmenting the secre- 
tion of milk and of essence of parsley in diminishing it, 
must be relegated to the domain of popular fallacies, since 


M. CorREVIN of Lyons has shown that as much as two ounces | 





of essence of fennel may be injected into the vessels of a 
milch cow in the course of four days without effecting any 
alteration in either the quantity or the quality of the milk. 
The same is true of essence of parsley, which also has no 
effect. The administration of pilocarpine and of phloridzine 
causes increase in the amount of sugar in the milk. The 
whole subject of the formation of sugar in the economy has 
been discussed on several occasions in the Académie des- 
Sciences. MM. CHAUVEAU and KAUFMANN admit with. 
BERNARD that glycose is, even in fasting animals, constantly 
present, and they suggest the term ‘‘ glyczmic function’’ as 
one that is appropriate to express the totality of the processes 
which accompany the formation and consumption of glycose 
in the system. They have satisfied themselves that both after 
division of the spinal cord below the medulla oblongata, and 
after extirpation of the pancreas, a great increase in the 
quantity of sugar in the system occurs, and they give arguments 
in favour of the presence of exciting and inhibitory ganglia for 
the regulation of glycemia in the cord and in the pancreas. 
The publication of the late Dr. WooLDRIDGE’s collective 
writings on the Coagulation of the Blood by Mr. Victor 
HORSLEY will afford those who are interested in this subject 
the opportunity of consulting that intelligent observer’s 
experiments and of following his arguments. The proteids. 
and their reactions have been the subject of a searching 
investigation by Mr. J. W. PickEeRnInG. Dr. ERNEST’ 
STARLING'S observations on the effects of the intravenous. 
injection of peptones in dogs are interesting, since by this 
means an increased flow of lymph is produced, apparently 
due to the exciting influence exerted by the peptone on the 
endothelial cells, especially those of the renal capillaries, an 
influence that is quite distinct from the power of the- 
peptones to destrey the coagulability of the blood. Dr. 
MARCcET has pursued his inquiries into the chemistry of 
respiration, and has shown that during moderate exercise 
both carbon-dioxide and oxygen are stored up in the blood, 
the former gas being given of in the form of successive: 
waves during and for a few minutes after the exercise has 
ceased, and the latter being gradually used up in tissue: 
change, so that for a few minutes after cessation of work: 
the blood is in a condition to supply oxygen to the tissues 
without taking it from the inspired air. The experi- 
ments of LANDERGREN and TIGERSTEDT with a Ludwig’s 
stromuhr show that, not only, as is generally admitted, the: 
supply of the blood to the kidneys is relatively to the size 
of organ very large, but that it varies to a considerable 
extent quite independently of the general blood pressure, 
indicating great alterations in the tone of the renal vessels. 
The duration of the circulation time in different regions 
has been determined by Professor G. N. STEWAR? by 
| injecting a salt into the blood current and the regis- 
tration of the moment when evidence is obtained of a 
change in the electrical relations of the blood at some 
remote point. By this means it was ascertained that 
the circulation time from the right jugular to the right 
carotid was from 2°5 to 3 seconds ; from the crural artery to the 
crural vein, 3 seconds ; and for the lungs alone, 2:3 seconds, 
or not far from one-fourth of the mean systemic circulation 
time, or about one-fifth of the mean time required by the 
whole of the blood to complete both circulations. The 





| kidney has a long circulation time—8 seconds. BAYLIss’s 
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investigations on the depressor nerve show that persistent 
stimulation of its central cut extremity is followed by con- 
tinuous dilatation and fall of pressure in the vascular system 
generally. 

A curious digestive agent for proteids has been discovered 
by Dr. CHITTENDEN to exist in pine-apple juice, being due to 
a ferment resembling trypsin, since it acts both in alkaline, 
neutral, or faintly acid solutions. Professor LOMBARD has 
made some interesting experiments on the alterations in the 
strength which occur during fatiguing voluntary muscular 
work. 

The structure of muscle has been investigated anew by 
Mr. NELSON, who, using high powers, differentiates no less 
than seven bands of different refractive powers, occupying 
the interspace between two membranes of Krause. The 
adjudication of the Marshall Hall Prize of the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society to Dr. Gowrrs shows the high 
appreciation that the profession have of his valuable and 
long-continued labours on the nervous system and its diseases. 
Some remarkable experiments on the inhibition of muscular 
contraction by stimulation of the brain have been made by Pro- 
fessor SHERRINGTON, who divided the third and fourth nerves 
of each side near their apparent origin, causing, of course, 
strongly marked external strabismus, through the action 
of the unopposed external recti muscles. Ona simultaneous 
bilateral stimulation of the frontal region of the brain the eyes 
rolled inwards till the visual axes were parallel, a result that 
is difficult to explain otherwise than by admitting that the 
brain exerts an inhibitory influence over the sixth nerve 
supplying the external rectus, and supporting Sir C. BELL’s 
suggestion that there may be nerves which, proceeding from 
the brain, exert opposite influences on antagonistic muscles, 
causing one to contract and the other to relax. An excel- 
lent piece of neurological work has been done by Dr. J. N. 
LANGLEY on the origin and distribution of the sympathetic 
system of nerves, from which he concludes that as far as the 
skin is concerned—and he has chiefly investigated the pilo- 
motor system of the cat—the distribution of all the sym- 
pathetic fibres which run to a spinal nerve is in the 
main the same as that of the sensory fibres of the nerve. 
Mr. 8. RUSSELL’s experiments on the nerve roots of the 
lumbo-sacral plexus in the monkey seem to prove that 
each bundle of nerve fibres in a nerve root represents 
a single simple the fibres distci- 


movement, being 


buted to a particular muscle or group of muscles, 
though these muscles may have an antagonistic action. 
A valuable paper has been written by Dr. F. 8. Lug, entitled 
‘‘A Study of the Sense of Equilibrium in Fishes,’’ in 
which he advances the hypothesis and supports it by ex- 
periment that the ear contains the sense-organs of both 
the dynamical and the statical equilibrium of the body. 
When physiologists and physicists begin to discuss the 
effects of applying to some part of the body an apparatus 
which can give several billion electric shocks per second the 
curiosity of the uninitiated may well be excited. The action 
of very rapidly succeeding shocks, though far below this 

not exceeding, indeed, one million shocks per second—bas 
been demonstrated by D’ARSONVAL to produce little sensory 
effect, even when the current is so strong that it will heat to 


whiteness two electric lamps situated between two persons 


through which the current is passing. 


From twenty to thirty 





shocks per second will, it is well known, throw the human 
striated muscle into tetanus, but with increasing frequency 
of the shocks the phenomena consequent on stimulation 
gradually but irregularly disappear. The tissues become less 
excitable and a remarkable analgesia affects the points at 
which the current enters the body, lasting for a period vary- 
The vaso-motor nervous 


ing from one to twenty minutes. 
system is powerfully and profoundly affected, as is shown by 
the fact that the arterial pressure falls several centimetres in 
the carotids, that the skin after a time reddens and 
is covered with perspiration, and that the respiratory 
processes are augmented. It is reasonable to expect 
that some therapeutic applications of importance may 
follow the careful study of such currents. Those who 
desire to read a good account of the nervous supply 
of the dog’s heart, should read the article by Lim Boon 
KENG in a recent number of the Journal of Physiology. 
Messrs. HOWELL and HUBER have collected numerous cases 
of nerve suture, and draw the conclusion that from a clinical 
standpoimt the prognosis in the operations for ‘secondary 
suture ’’ is good, only 12 per cent. being failures. Attempta, 
not very successful, have been made to solve the yroblem ot 
the utility of the thyroid body and adrenals by the negative 
method of ablation. In rabbits M. GLry has found 
that the removal of the thyroid body and of two small 
embryonic bodies named ‘‘thyroid glandules’’ usually leads to 
rapid death in convulsions, though a few animals present in 
the course of some months a special form of cachexia 
resembling the myxcedema of man. M. LANGLO!s finds that 
excision of both adrenals occasions death in the course of 
twenty-four hours with loss of muscular power, dyspnea 
and sometimes convulsions ; but if one only be removed life 
is usually preserved, although the animals become very thn 

A well-written and well-illustrated work on the Zoology of th» 
Invertebrata has appeared in the course of the year from the 
pen of Mr. ARTHUR SHIPLEY. 

Pathology. 

One of the most interesting events of the year in patho- 
logical science was the delivery by Professor VikcHow of 
the Croonian lecture of the Royal Society. This lecture, as 
might have been expected, was characterised by great 
lucidity of thought and expression, and formed an admirable 
vindication of the claims of pathology to rank among the 
biological sciences, which came with weight from the acknow- 
| ledged leader of pathology. Nor should the equally marked 
| tribute to the claims and importance of this science, 
which were put forward by Dr. PyE-SMITH, in the Harveian 
Oration, delivered before the Royal College of Physicians, 
be suffered to pass into oblivion ; for it cannot be too often 
and too forcibly urged that it is in this direction that the 
Indeed, there 





hope of progress in medicine mainly lies. 
would seem to be a fear lest such teaching should be 
taken too widely to heart in its practical application to 
the treatment of disease. The brilliant and unique experi- 
ence of the treatment of myxcedema, which arose directly 
from the true pathological conception of the disorder, has 
given rise to a line of therapeutics of a similar nature, 
| but based on very different pathological foundations. 1 is 
| singular, but perhaps inevitable, that the empirical methods 
| should be so commingled with those that are really rational. 
| The fact is, that whereas our knowledge of the true 
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pathology of most diseases is still indefini*e, we are prore 





to imagine that it nite otherwise, or, at any rate, to act 
as if it were vertheless, in the end clearer conceptions 
may be gained of the nature of disease even from failures 
in theraneut *xperiments Abroad there is still marked 
activity in the ly of **protective inoculations,’’ or, as 
they are absurdly and wrongly termed, ‘vaccinations ”’ 
in various n f infective disease. From rabies to pneu- 
monia and diphtheria, to tetanus, and to cholera, these 
stad » penetrated, and have been pursued in so many 
juarters as to n 2 it newhat bewildering, especially as 
each pew t of res he is to afford fresh scope for 
the exer f tl ntific imagination In the majority 
f ! byects the xperi ental stage has not been 
passed 1 criticisms are freely given by one observer 
on t results of another Thus, Dr. KLEIN has argued 
from his own observations against the method of ‘‘anti- 
choleraic ii lation ’’ introduced by M. HAFFKINE; whilst 
experimer n what are termed ‘‘ serum-therapentics,’’ 
and the production f immunity by transference of 
the bloo! serum of a * protected ’’ animal to one not 
ender nmune have been numerous, if not convincing 
lhe s that in these important matters pathological 
scier ix not yet obtained a sure foothold; it is in a state 
f transition i ye will bave to be known concerning 
bacter gar 1 in relation to disease before the applica- 
tion of this knowledge to prophylaxis and treatment can 
be obta d rhis is the: evident since in certain well- 
kne ective discases—e g, small-pox—bacteriology is 
_ ill »~ to ’ e he myste ry c f the contagium rievum, I he 
report, of the Indian Leprosy Commission—important as it was 
from the point of view of the study of the conditions under 

hich | sy occurs in I[ndia—did not carry the question of its 
comm jility much beyond the stage previously attained. 
It ranked prosy on the same line of infective diseases as 
tuberculosis, and practically concluded that it was analogous 
t that affectior entagious and inoculable,—but only 
under conditions that seldom obtain in ordinary life. 
The publication of the translated memoir on Beri-beri, by 
Dr. PEKELHARIN ind Dr. WINKLER, together with the 
smaller nograph on the same subject by Dr. BENTLEY, 
shonid assist to a clearer understanding of this singular 
mt fatal malady The association and possible depen- 
dence fat-necrosis with acute diseases of the pancreas 

as be brought under notice in this country by Drs. 
ROLLESTON and HAWKINS, whilst the subject of pancreatic 
liabetes ntinnes to engage attention. In relation to 
liabetes, the researches of Dr. Pavy on the glucoside con 
stitution roteid matter may prove to be the starting 
point f er meeptions of the pathological nature 
of tha tior Lhe recent suggestive Bradshaw lecture 
by Professor GREENFIELD will und yubtedly lead to a recon- 

der n > accepted pathology of Graves’ disease from 
th ret lduced in that lecture as to the changes in 
the tl sland and the contrast drawn between Graves’ 
lisease and myxa:dem rhe search after protozoic organisms 
in cancer is a marked feature of present-day pathological 
ing he contributions of Dr. Rurrer and Mr. WALKER 
f Dr. GALLOWAY and of Mr. Jackson CLARKE, have stimu- 


lated controversy and excited a legitimate curiosity as to 


he nm steps of this new departure. On the one hand, it 
wight be thought that the long-sought goal is near attain- 














ment, and that cancer will shortly be recognised and perhaps 
successfully combated as a parasitic affection ; on the other, 
the failure to ‘‘cultivate’’ these ‘‘ psorosperms,’’ and thus 
to test their capabilities or to seek for them outside the 
body leads to chastening reflections on the limitations of 
modern methods of research. Amongst the leading patho- 
logical publications of the year may be mentioned Mr. BLAND 
Surron’s monograph on Tumours, the work on Geographical 
Pathology by Dr. ANDRE\ Manual of 
Bacteriology of Dr. G. M. STERNBERG, and the fourth edition 
of the Manual of Pathological Anatomy by DELAFIELD and 


DAVIDSON, the 


PRUDDEN 
Therapeutic Progress. 
The therapeutic studies of the year have been more unequal 
and scattered than usual. As in former years, the work 


has to a large extent been determined by what may be 
regarded as accidental circumstances, but nevertheless a large 
amount of eminently satisfactory work has been done, and 
although it cannot be said that science has been enriched by 
any very striking new remedy, our kn »wledge of the actions 
and uses of many of the older drugs has been considerably 
widened. As will be seen Jater, the wave of fashion started 


by Dr. BRowN-SEQUARD’'S enthusiastic records of the uses 


fluids has been followed in various 


of animal extracts 01 
unexpected directions, with much success ; but already indica- 
cycle of 


tions are not wanting to show that the usual 


enthusiasm, doubt, and discredit will seriously limit the range 
of fature application. 
Some of the most careful and reliable work of the year Las 
been in connexion with drugs acting upon the circulatory 
system. Several important papers have appeared upon the 
treatment of anemia and chlorosis, and while the main fact of 
the improvement due to the employment of iron preparations 
remains unshaken, a great deal of labour and ingenuity has 
been displayed in the attempt to satisfactorily account for 
this improvement. The effect of the administration of 
calcium salts in producing increased coagulability of the 
blood has been noted, and the probable benefit likely to result 
in the treatment of hemophilia and actual or threatened 
haemorrhage has also been forecast. The Croonian Lectures by 
Dr. D. Leech upon the Pharmacological Action and Thera- 
peutic Uses of the Nitrites and Allied Compounds may be men- 
tioned here as a record of work which must be considered clas- 
ical. These lectures were published at length in the columns 
of THE LANCET. The treatment of cardiac failure by inhalation 
of oxygen, and the eilects of iodides upon arterial tension, are 


also of interest. 


The employment of the ice-bag in the treat- 
ment of pericarditis is a novelty which, so far, appears to give 
satisfactory results. Stress bas been laid upon the admin- 
istration of oxygen, and the value of cardiac tonics, large 


doses of digitalis, and hypodermic injections of strychnine in 


acute lobar pneumonia. Iodide of potassium has been 
recommended for ‘‘fibrinous"’ pneumonia, and terpene 
hydrate in bronchial catarrh. Amongst the numerous 


remedies employed in pulmonary tuberculosis may be men- 
subcutaneous 
but the 


tioned cinnamic acid, europhen, teucrin, 


injection of salol, and of guaiacol and iodoform, 
advanced tuberculosis do not appear to be 


Intra-laryrgeal injections of guaiacol and 


results in 
encouraging. 
menthol have been tried in fetid conditions of the sputa, and 
paraldebyde in spasmodic asthma. 

Recent studies indicate that morphine causes a great 
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reduction in the amount of hydrochloric acid in the gastric 
juice, and that ipecacuanha is of service in hematemesis. 
Koumiss has given satisfaction in obstinate vomiting, while 
with nitro-glycerine the vomiting of pregnancy has been 
treated with success, although the same drug showed little 
power of checking the vomiting of pulmonary phthisis. Sea- 
sickness, the despair of therapeutists, has found anew opponent 
in chlorobrom, the claims of which have been already chal- 
lenged. Papers have appeared upon the use of iron in severe 
dysentery, upon salacetol in choleraic and summer diarrhea, 
and upon the value of morphine and opium in dysentery and 
the diarrhcea of typhoid fever. Several cases of acute 
diarrhcea have also been treated with keratin-coated carbolic 
acid pills. Hypertrophic cirrhosis of the liver and hepatic 
ascites have been successfully treated with calomel. The 
relationship between liver disease, diabetes, and gout has 
been studied anew, and has furnished hints for their scientific 
treatment, while for diabetes itself salol and benzosol have 
been employed. ‘The value of thymol as an anthelmintic in 
filariasis has been claimed and disputed. 

With regard to renal therapeutics not much advance has 
been made; diuretin can scarcely be said to have main- 
tained its ground, glycerine has been recommended in 
nephrolithiasis, piperazine has been said to have the power 
of collecting uric acid in the system and of favouring its 
removal, and methylene blue has been used in acute nephritis. 
Mention of the address by Dr. GowERS upon Neurology and 
Therapeutics forms a fitting prelude to a consideration of 
the therapeutics of the nervous system. Methyl] chloride has 
been used in neuralgic affections, the subcutaneous injection 
of morphine has cured severe occipital headache, and analgen 
has been favourably noticed. Intravenous injections of corro- 
sive sublimate have been recommended for cases of cerebral 
syphilis, chlorobrom for mental diseases, strychnine injections 
for paralysis, and borate of soda for epilepsy. A case of 
Meniére’s disease is said to have been cured by salicylate 
of soda ; large doses of iodide of potassium and phosphatic 
injections have been used in the treatment of locomotor 
ataxy. The list of newer sedatives and hypnotics is small; 
trional has been used in insanity, chloralose seems destined 
to occupy a place in the future, while duboisin has been 
recommended as both sedative and hypnotic. The position 
of exalgin has been further studied and the treatment of 
chorea by hypnotics has also been investigated. 

Notice of the work of the year in connexion with general 
anesthetics will be found in detail in another column, but 
the use of pental in dental cases may be mentioned here, 
and also the possible substitution of tropacocaine for cocaine 
in many ophthalmic operations. It has been asserted that 
tropacocaine is more reliable, that its solution in distilled 
water keeps well, and that it very rarely gives rise to dis- 
agreeable symptoms. 

Numerous papers have appeared upon the treatment of 
typhoid fever, and the general tendency is towards the 
employment of intestinal antiseptics. Salol, salicylate of 
bismuth, carbolic acid, boracic acid, and calomel have 
claimed numerous adherents, while subnitrate of bismuth, 
tannic acid, 8-naphthol, and chlorine have also been men- 
tioned ; the free use of alcohol in this disease seems to be 
somewhat on the wane. With regard to cholera, it may be 
sufficient to mention M. HAFFKINE'S injections, and the 





use of atropine, tannin enemata, and quinine. For diph- 
theria, as usual, there are many remedies for which good 
results are claimed, among these being peroxide of hydrogen 
ferric chloride, sublimed sulphur, methylene blue, petroleum, 
and insufflations and tabloids of sulphite of magnesium. 
Bromoform and sozo-iodol-sodium have been recommended 
for whooping-cough. Salophen is said to have given results 
in acute rheumatism much like those of salicylic Acid, but 
to be of little service in chronic cases. The use of opium 
as a preventive of ague has been again insisted upon, which 
it has been noted, contrary to the prevalent ideas, that large 
doses of quinine may be given for ague occurring during 
pregnancy. Amongst newer antipyretics malakin and 
tolypyrin may be mentioned. 

Dr. BROWN-SEQUARD'S detailed account of a new therapeutic 
method, consisting in the use of organic liquids extracted 
from glands and other organs, has been referred to above, 
and it has already been styled a ‘‘ new phase of Suggestive 
therapeutics.’’ Nevertheless, the amount of evidence in 
favour of the treatment of myxcedema, sporadic cretinism, 
and some forms of psoriasis by thyroid feeding or thyroid 
extract appears to be overwhelming and convincing. ‘The 
treatment of diabetes by pancreatic extract or by feeding on 
raw pancreas, and by the subcutaneous injection of liquor 
pancreaticus, does not furnish ground for anticipating a like 
favourable result. In this connexion mention may also be 
made of the use of cerebrine alpha and myeline alpha in 
certain neuroses. 

Although the tendency is to introduce new remedies which 
are ‘‘superior to iodoform,’”’ this drug has received muct 
commendation during the year. Iodide of potassium has 
been praised in actinomycosis and psoriasis, and strophanthus 
Valuable monographs have appeared in our 
Among the new 


in pruritus. 
columns upon arsenic and belladonna. 
remedies may be mentioned emol, euphorin and _loretin, 
while orexin, oleum succini, and methylene blue have been 
employed in new directions. <A protest has been entered 
against the premature use of mercury in syphilis, and the 
external methods of administration of mercury and the use 
of fractional doses of calomel have been recommended. In 
conclusion, we may refer to the admirable address delivered 
by Dr. LAUDER BRUNTON at the Pharmaceutical Society. Hiv 
enthusiasm allowed him to draw a most hopeful picture ot 
the future, when more may be known of the interaction 
of the animal and vegetable alkaloids. Whether this future 
is to be reached by way of extracts from glands and other 
organs, or by more patient and laborious chemical research 
time alone can show. 
Anaesthetics. 

The year 1893 has been one of great activity in con 
nexion with Anesthetics. Perhaps no department in medical 
science has received more attention, while controversies 
involving the question of the relative safety of various 
unzsthetics have been carried on most vigorously The 
main ground of debate has been furnished by questions 
arising out of the action of chloroform. [But in spite of 
the experiments carried out in Hyderabad and the report 
of the Commission established and worked under the 
energetic presidency of Lieutenant-Colonel-Surgeon LAWEIK 
through the munificence of the Nizam of that dominion, the 
questio vexata of the cause of death in human beings under 
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chloroform remains unsolved so far as the immediate action 
of that agent is concerned. Many facts brought to light 
during this annus medicus substantiate the truth of the 
tatemment always made since chloroform has been used, 
but most strenuously put forward by the Commission, 
that. chloroform can and does kill in many cases by 
interference with and by stopping respiration. We have 
mblished in THe LANCET at great length the result of 
i laborious Commission dealing with the question from a 
clinical side. Its evidence, although of the utmost value, 
cannot be accepted as final, since it necessarily lacks 
the precision of the physiological experiments and the 
acouracy of the records made of these. As far as it 

3, however, it shows that, while very many deaths 
ire stated by eye-witnesses to have followed respiratory 
foilare, some were directly due to caidiac failure. If we 
accept the one statement upon such evidence, the other 
sppears to claim equal credence. (Upon the other hand, a 
valuable paper by Professor HARE and Dr, THORNTON throws 
uiditional weight in the scale of evidence in favour of respi- 
ratory death being primary in chloroform tox:emia among 
the lower animals. These observers do not appear, however, 
to think that these results apply when diseased conditions 
of the heart are present. The interesting cross-circulation 
experiments devised and carried out by Professor GASKELL 
umi Dr Suore, in which “the feeding’’ animal, being 
chioroformed, supplied chloroformed blood to the brain of 
the ‘‘fed’' animal, have been repeated by Lieutenant-Colonel- 
Surgeon LAWRIE with conflicting results, and the complexity 
of the manipulations rendered necessary by such experiments 
probably makes their evidence of less value from a clinical 
aspect than other experiments. The chemical side of 
the problem has also engaged attention, and some able 
work bas been recently carried out upon the blood changes 
which take place under the influence of chloroform and other 
unesthetics. There are at present insufficient data for us to 
formulate any definite conclusions, but it seems probable that 
this .ine of research will furnish useful material. Another 
and most suggestive piece of ‘research in which the effects of 
chloroform and other anesthetics are tested without the 
possible intervention of the nervous system is that undertaken 
by Dr. JoHN PICKERING working upon the embryonic heart. 
He found that chloroform depressed the rhythm of the diastolic 
stoppages of both auricle and ventricle, the effect, however, 
being more toxic to the auricle. Ether stimulated the 
embryonic heart. In these experiments obviously no question 
of arterial tension or influence of a nervous system could 
obtrude themselves. There have been no fresh departures in 
the tield of new anesthetic drugs. Pental, formerly known as 
amylene, has found some favour as an anesthetic for brief 
operations ; but its physiological record is not of a nature to 
renders it popular. The recent establishment of a ‘‘ Society 
of Austhetists '’ will, it may be hoped, lead to greater pre- 
cision to our methods and fresh inf.rmation upon subjects 
of such vital importance. 

Ophthalmology. 

In the department of Ophthalmology several works of 
sterling value have been published. Amongst others we may 
mention in particular the first part of a treatise on the 
Diseases of the Eye by H1IRsCHFELD, which deals especially 
with the optical conditions and discusses them at great 
length. The researches of RAMON Y CAJAL, HENSCHEN, 





and VIALET materially advance our knowledge of the 
structure of the retina, the disposition of the fibres in the 
optic nerve and the course pursued by the intra-cerebral fibres 
conducting visual impressions. Dr. MAX KNigs and Dr. 
EMILE BERGER have both written treatises of considerable 
value, showing the relations of the eyes tu the diseases of the 
system at large. The diseases of the eye most commonly 
met with in obstetrical practice have been interestingly dis- 
cussed by Dr. A. M. Ramsay inthe columns of THE LANCET, 
and he gives a remarkable case of blindness following a cold 
bath and consequent suppression of the menses, in which the 
patient completely recovered on their re-establishment. The 
widespread epidemic of influenza which has affected both 
hemispheres during the present autumn has been followed by 
various sequelz, which have been noticed by SWAN BURNETT 
in America and by many writers inthis country. Besides 
asthenopia and various errors of refraction, scotomata 
and amblyopia, retro-bulbar neuritis, atrophy of both optic 
nerves, orbital abscess and tenonitis, and strabismus have 
been observed. That there isa gradual reduction in the sharp- 
ness of vision with advancing age was long ago demonstrated 
by DONDERS ; but the subject has again been investigated by 
MM. BockMA and WALTHERS, who have obtained rather 
better results than the Dutch observer, probably owing to the 
exercise of greater care in the exclusion of pathological cases. 
The histology of the retina has been dealt with by Doarat, 
who has particularly examined the ganglionic layer and who 
describes several distinct forms of cells. He supports Max 
SCHULTZE’s views upon the fibrillation of the intra-cellular 
protoplasm. The rapidity of conduction of the different 
colour sensations seems to vary, red being perceived 
rv'ssths of a second before green, and green being recognised 
yvesths before blue. The existence of a dilator iridis muscle 
is still sub judice, Dr. HEESE of Halle maintaining, on strictly 
physiological grounds, that in the cat, at least, there is a 
special dilator consisting of isolated radiating fasciculi 
situated behind the sphincter and under the control of the 
sympathetic nerve. The important subject of sympathetic 
ophthalmia, especially with regard to its origin, has been fully 
discussed by Dr. RANDOLPH of Baltimore. SCHIRMER has 
satisfied himself that in sympathetic ophthalmia inflammation 
of the uveal tract is always present in the sympathising eye. 
With regard to the supervention of sympathetic ophthalmia, a 
case of some importance to insurance companies has been 
recorded by WzIss. In this instance an eye injured with a 
piece of metal was enucleated five days after the accident. 
The other eye began to fail eighteen months afterwards, 
hyperemia of the disc first occurring and then passing into 
white atrophy. WEISS held it to be a sympathetic condition, 
and the insurance society accepted the decision and 
pensioned the man. 

Dr. THomson, Dr. HARLAN, and Dr. RISLEY, who constitute 
the Committee of the American Ophthalmological Society 
appointed to determine the most appropriate designations of 
the Meridians in Astigmatism, have separated without 
arriving at any satisfactory conclusion, the two first-named 
gentlemen recommending that zero should be at the rasal 
extremity, and 180° at the temporal extremity of the horizontal 
meridian, whilst the latter member of the committee holds 
that the zero should be on the left hand of the horizontal 
meridian for each eye. It seems to be of little consequence, 
since the position of the axis of the correcting cylinder can 
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easily be drawn on the card that most opticians send to the 
ophthalmic surgeon. An excellent memoir on the History 
and Principles of Keratometry, with its value and limitation 
in the correction of astigmatism, has been published by 
CARL WEILAND in Knapp’s Archives. The observations 
of HERRNHEISER made with great care upon 11,000 
eyes at different ages support the statement generally made 
that the new born child is hypermetropic, the mean 
amount in nearly 2000 infants being corrected by a lens 
of 25 D. refractive power. Between the ages of one year 
and six years myopia develops, there being twenty-four 
myopes amongst 522 previously emmetropic and _hyper- 
metropic infants, and from the age of six years the number 
of myopes steadily increases. The higher grades of hyper- 
metropia are congenital and change but little through life. A 
new mydriatic named ‘‘scopolaminum ”’ has been discovered, 
the chloride of which is said to be superior in some respects to 
atropine, since, though much more active, it does not augment 
intra-ocular pressure or produce any toxic effects. It has 
been found to be very serviceable in suppurative keratitis, in 
ulcus serpens, or Saemisch’s ulcer, and in irido-cyclitis. Dr. 
BLANDIN has suggested the application of two new instru- 
ments, the names of which—the mydriasometer and the 
ophthalmoscope-microscope—sufiiciently indicate their uses, 
For the treatment of the ever-present trachoma Dr. KNApp 
has devised a new instrument which he has named the ‘‘roller 
forceps,’’ intended to express the contents of the granula- 
tions as it is rolled over the lids, which are seized between 
the blades. A new perimeter with some novelty, in which 
the tracing is taken, has been constructed by Dr. EAugzs of 
New York. 
Forensic Medicine. 

Except for the ‘‘Ardlamont mystery,’’ the year 1893 has 
passed without the record of any startling event in the 
domain of Forensic Medicine in the kingdom. A commentary 
on the above case will be found in another column of our 
present number. 

Criminal abortion has furnished many instances of more 
than passing interest, notably that known as the ‘* Putney 
mystery,’’ which was cleared up at the Central Criminal 
Court and issued in a conviction of three of the offenders, the 
fourth and chief agent in the felony—FREEMAN, a medical 
man—having fled from justice. The case is remarkable as 
showing what in experienced hands may be done in the act 
of prematurely inducing miscarriage. The womb, though 
found in position, had been completely torn from its attach- 
ments. CHARLWOOD, a friend of the deceased, who had 
secured the services of FREEMAN, was sentenced to five years’ 
penal servitude, whilst the woman who was accessory before 
the fact received three years of like punishment, and her 
husband, an accessory after the fact, six months’ hard labour. 

In the Civil Courts the action ‘‘ KEETLEY v. FLETCHER ”’ 
ended in a verdict for the plaintiff. The claim was for pro- 
fessional attendance rendered to the son of the defendant, 
who had met with a severe railway accident in Spain. The 
interest in the case centred in the question as to what was an 
equitable discharge for services out of this country. 

At the Kent Assizes NOEL, a Ramsgate butcher, was in- 
dicted for the murder of his wife by shooting her. The grand 
jury, on the advice of the presiding judge, Mr. Justice 
GRANTHAM, threw out the bill on the grounds that the evi- 


dence was insufficient to convict, a course very unusual after 
magisterial committal, but one which was fully endorsed at 
the time in these columns. 

As regards deaths from poisoning, most of these have been 
from misadventure, the most acutely painful one being that 
of the late Professor TYNDALL, who died from an overdose of 
chloral accidentally administered instead of an aperient. At 
Chelmsford two people all but lost their lives from poisonous 
ptomaines contained in corned beef. 

Deaths from anesthetics have been less numerous than in 
previous years. The majority have, as usual, followed the 
administration of chloroform. ‘Two cases occurred under 
ether—one at the London Hospital and the other at Abing- 
don—but it is doubtful whether the patients did not succumb 
to the conditions requiring operation rather than to the 
poisonous action of the drug. 

Mr. MINETT, a dentist, died from the effects of nitrous 
oxide gas accidentally self-administered. Dr. SHOEMAKER of 
Philadelphia has published the notes of a case of poisoning by 
amyl nitrite. The patient unintentionally swallowed a tea- 
spoonful. The chief symptoms were lividity of the face ; and 
slowness, weakness, and irregularity of the pulse ; recovery 
ensued. At Windsor a man purloined from the surgery of 
Dr. MILLER a bottle containing a strong solution of morphia 
and committed suicide by drinking the alkaloid in beer. 

A case of great importance to the public and the profession 
has been decided in the Queen’s Bench Divisional Court. The 
judges upheld the finding of the court below—viz., that a 
grocer was not legally entitled to sell chlorodyne, holding 
that its description as a patent medicine did not exclude it 
from the second category of poisons classified under the Act. 

A Legal Record. 

The legal record of the past year has not been wanting in 
features of special interest to the medical profession. In 
the case of the Royal College of Physicians of London ¢. 
the General Medical Council the very unusual spectacle was 
witnessed of two great professional bodies in litigation con- 
cerning the value to be attached to a diploma which the one 
issues and the other registers. It need hardly be said that 
the difficulty arose entirely as to the wording of an Act 
of Parliament, and was not owing to any kind of antagonism 
between the two parties concerned in the action; but 
although the matter in dispute was a mere question of con- 
struction, it was found necessary to invoke a judicial inter- 
pretation of the Act upon which the General Medical Council 
might proceed, and an action at law was the result, in 
which the Royal College asked by way of relief for a 
declaration that the College was at the time of the 
passing of the Medical Act, 1886, a corporation legally 
qualified to grant diplomas conferring the right of registra- 
tion under the Medical Acts then in force in medicine 
and surgery, and that consequently its diploma confers the 
right of registration under that Act, and asa further con- 
sequence that an injunction should issue to restrain the 
General Medical Council from publishing any new edition of 
the Medical Register containing a list of bodies capable by 
their licence of admitting primarily to the Register without 
entering in such list the name of the Royal College o 
Physicians of London. The discussion necessarily turned 
upon points of law almost exclusively, and in the result a 
judgment was awarded by which the independent right of 
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the Royal College of Physicians of London to grant a regis- 
trable licence was established and the question entirely set 
at rest 

Among matters which have come into prominence in this 


department during the past year a conspicuous place must be 
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cited The 


general rather than of medical interest, is so associated with 


and canvassed at large. matter, although of 


| medical practice and medical lore that it must be reckoned 


assigned to proceedings which have arisen in the admini- 


These will no doubt grow 


The difficulties of 


stration of the Public Health Acts. 
more and more familiar as time passes. 
this department of local government have been well illustrated 


by such proceedings as the Attorney-General rv. the Corpora- | 


tion of Manchester, in which the residents of Withington 
endeavoured to prevent the establishment in their neighbour- 
hood of a fever hospital intended for the accommodation of 
patients from Manchester. 

Similarly the difficulties of medical men, whether acting as 
officers of health or as general practitioners, have been 
strikingly illustrated by the proceedings taken against the late 
Mr. BARFORD in May last and against Mr. SMyTH in December. 


In the first case the practitioner was subjected to a fine for 


prematurely removing a child from a sanatorium after an | 


attack of scarlet fever, although the magistrates who inflicted | 


the penalty expressed ‘‘a certain amount of sympathy ’’ for 
the defendant, sympathy which, as the little patient’s case 


was complicated with heart disease, for which it was 


desired that he should receive treatment at home, cannot be 


considered to have been misplaced. In the latter instance 


an error of diagnosis drew from the magistrate some 


strictures the statute which he was 


At present sanitary legislation is in its infancy, 


very severe upon 
administering 
and it may reasonably be expected that difficulties should 
arise which with larger experience and more general 


familiarity with these laws will disappear. It is, indeed, a 
hopeful sign that recent additions to the statute book do not 
give so much trouble as the oldest Acts relating to the public 
health ; for, although this circumstance tends to discourage 
the hope that time alone will make the sanitary administra- 
tion work smoothly, it shows that the direction along which 
modern legislation is proceeding is one to which it is easy for 
the habits of the people to be adjusted. 

In matters affecting professional ethics the year has had 
its legal sensations, and upon tle whole the result of these 
proceedings may be considered to be a matter for congratula- 
tion. Mr. ALLINSON signally failed to make good the charges 
of unfairness which he brought against the General Medical 
Council, by which body his name had been removed from 
the Register, and the outcome of his proceedings was only 
to vindicate before a judicial tribunal the mode in which 
the Council discharges its responsible duties in reference to 
the maintenance of the standard of professional character. 
The notable failure of a learned judge to deal in an effective 
persons not responsible to profes- 


maduct of 


way with the c 
sional authority, which elicited his strong reprobation in the 
action of Alabone vr. Morton, s 
indispensable need for some domestic forum in which offences 


rved to set in a strong light the 
against professional ethics can be discussed and dealt with. 
This enumeration of medical trials would not be complete 


without a reference to the singular action between pharma- 


cists noticed in our last issue, in which a monopoly of the | 


right to manufacture ‘‘ lanolin 
successfully asserted after a discussion in which so old 


an authority upon materia medica as DIOSCORIDES was 


| able. 


among the items of the medico-legal record of the year. 
Niirror of Hospital Practice. 

In reviewing the department of the Mirror of Hospital 
Practice of the year 1893, we do not purpose to do so ina 
general manner, but to bring forward some of the most 
interesting of the cases, and to recapitulate some of the chief 
points of interest or importance for which they are remark- 
In doing this, however, we regret that our space does 
not permit us to bring forward many which are worthy of 
special mention and so enrich our literature. We have con- 
tinued to preface the contributions to this department with 
editorial remarks, and have received flattering proofs that 
We mention, 
firstly, two cases of poisoning—in one, that of a girl 
who had taken a large dose of strychnine (exact amount 


these are appreciated by the profession. 


| unknown, but more than three grains), the fatal ending 





*’ within this realm has been 


was delayed for about five hours and a half, and much 
benefit was obtained from the administration of chloroform ; in 
the second a woman aged fifty-two years had taken phosphorus- 
paste and paraffin-oil with suicidal intent ; the symptoms which 
supervened were comparatively mild, and appropriate remedies 
apparently enabled her to eliminate the poison. Six weeks 


later she developed jaundice, and six days after that 
she died from acute parenchymatous degeneration of the 
liver. Two cases in which patients attempted to destroy 
themselves by swallowing foreign bodies are very inter- 
esting. In one a woman who was in a depressed 
state of mind succeeded in swallowing a razor; six days 
gastrotomy was performed and the instru- 
ment removed; the wound in the stomach was sutured 
and healed satisfactorily, but the patient, who was the 
subject of mitral disease of the heart, died from exhaustion 
five days later. She had suffered from hematemesis before 
the attempt at suicide, and this continued after the operation. 
The records of our lunatic asylums could furnish accounts of 


many cases in which foreign bodies of different kinds and 


afterwards 


varied shapes have been swallowed without any ill conse- 
quences as a resultant; but in the following case a spoon, 
which measured four inches and a half in length, made its 
way through the stomach and abdominal wall. A female 
lunatic, aged sixty-four years, not known to have swallowed 
anything, presented a tumour below and to the left of the 
the 
permit this to be 


and the handle of spoon protruded 


umbilicus, 
The friends refused to 
removed until ten weeks later, when the opening was 
dilated sufficiently to permit of the extraction of the 
She died in a state of sudden collapse seven 


gradually. 


larger end. 
days later. There are recorded two cases of the trans- 
peritoneal method of ligature of the external iliac artery 
for aneurysm. A woman aged forty-eight years presented 
two aneurysms of the femoral artery on the right side, 
the external iliac artery was ligatured by this 
method; the operation was difficult on account of the 
great depth of fat in the abdominal wall and the thick- 
ness of the omentum. The leg became gangrenous and 
amputation of the thigh was performed, but the patient sub- 
sequently died. The other patient, a man aged thirty years, 


| presented an aneurysm above Poupart’s ligament, and 


and 
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recovered after the operation. This case is of unusual 
interest as the left external iliac had been ligatured by this 
method during the previous autumn for a similar aneurysm. 
The operation in the left side was the more difficult on account 
of the presence of the sigmoid meso-colon. The improved 
diagnosis of the more serious complications of otitis media, 
and the more successful treatment which is now carried out 
consequent on this improved diagnosis are well exemplified 
Cases of pyzemia due to lateral sinus thrombosis, in which the 
septic clot has been removed and the internal jugular vein 
ligatured, with a most successful result, are recorded. One 
is also given in which a septic clot was removed from 
the lateral sinus thirty days after the commencement 
of the fever, and the man recovered; here the vein was 
not ligatured. A woman aged twenty-one years recovered 
after trephining for tempero-sphenoidal abscess, secondary to 
otitis media ; symptoms referrable to the brain had been 
present for three weeks. We have given much space to 
descriptions of cases in which operations were performed for 
conditions which prevented normal parturition. The changes 
in practice from the diminished mortality after the Cesarean 
section or after Porro’s operation, where it is not possible to 


effect delivery in the normal manner, have led us to bring the 


subject prominently forward during the year in a series of 
cases under treatment in England. Czsarean section was per- 
formed in six cases for contracted pelvis, with one death, once 
for cancer of the cervix uteri (child saved), and twice fo 
myoma of the uterus, once at the fifth and once at the eighth 
month ; the mother died from exhaustion in one case. Porro’s 
Operation was successfully performed for myoma in one case, 
the stump being treated outside ; in another case, where per- 
formed for cancer of the cervix uteri, death followed intra- 
the children were 


peritoneal treatment of the stump; 


saved on both occasions. As regards the deaths of the 


mothers, there was a definite cause for sepsis in all, 


two being cases of cancer of the cervix, and in the 
other two decomposition of the fetus had occurred. A 
patient aged thirty-three years was submitted to abdominal 
section for acute peritonitis coming on a month after par- 
turition ; dermoid tumours of both ovaries were removed, the 
abdomen drained, and recovery followed. In another patient 
.aged thirty-two years, in the early stage of pregnancy, acute 
peritonitis, for which abdominal section was performed, was 
dependent on an ovarian dermoid tumour with a long twisted 
pedicle. This was removed and the abdomen was closed. 
A few days later there was serious uterine hemorrhage, 
the cervix was dilated and placental débris removed. Later 
she had rigors, apparently caused by septic absorption from 
the interior of the uterus; curetting was done and she 
recovered. In a man for whom’ operation for gall-stones 
was performed there was a curious cavity in the liver 
communicating with the gall-bladder containing several 
calculi. There were also gall-stones in the gall-bladder 
and in the common duct. 
This case illustrated the advantage of examining cases of 
hepatic disease with the trunk bent forward, the upper part 
of the body being supported on a chair. 
example of rupture of the symphysis pubis during parturition 
is given. The patient was twenty-eight years old and the mother 
of three children. Suppuration in the symphysis followed 


and the patient died a fortnight later. There had been 


Recovery followed their removal. 


A very unusual 





tuberculous disease of the symphysis. We would also remind 
our readers of the full account of cases of axial rotation of 
the testes which we have given, of the cases of operation for 
paralysis of nerves resulting from injury, and of cases of 
difficult diagnosis, as in the patient the subject of aneurysm. 
of the root of the neck. 

The Public Medical Services. 

As regards the public medical services, there have been 
no very important changes to chronicle during the past 
year. There have been many rumours of war, but no out- 
break has taken place as far as we are concerned, except 
the Matabele expedition in South Africa; but we have 
seen, on all hands, nations vying one with another in 
increasing, developing, and training their naval and military 
forces in a state of anxious expectancy as if they one and 
all regarded the outbreak of some big European conflict as 
imminent, and simply dependent upon the occurrence of 
any contingency of an unforeseen and possibly even trifling 
character. , It is a melancholy reflection on our boasted 
civilisation, and that it should be so is entirely opposed to the 
views put forward by BUCKLE, the historian of civilisation : 
but so it is. Under such circumstances it became a question 
which gravely affected the national interests that our army 
medical service should not be kept in a state of unreadiness 
for war, without any practical knowledge of their duties in 
the field and of the machinery they will have to use. It 
will be too late—and, indeed, impossible—to acquire such 
knowledge when our troops are in the face of an enemy. 
not affect the medical 


This is a matter which does 


officers alone, but concerns the nation at large. It was 
introduced into the debate on the Army Estimates in the 
House of Commons in June, and has since that time been 
pressed upon the notice of the War Minister and the military 
authorities, and assurances have been given that something 
isto be done. The matter does not rest with the medical 
service, who have protested against our medical unprepared 
ness for war under the existing state of things. 

In the debate on the Estimates in the House of Commons, 
to which we have already alluded, the Army Medical Service 
came in for a good deal of discussion in connexion with the 
vote for medical establishments, pay, &c., on which we com- 
mented at the time. Several grievances have also been formu- 
lated and brought to the notice of the War Office authorities. 
In May an important deputation waited upon Mr. CAMPBELL 
BANNERMAN, and subsequently on Lord KIMBERLEY, the 
respective Secretaries of State for War and India, and a 
number of topics and suggestions were brought forward and 
discussed, but the representations have so far proved un- 
availing. The silver crisis and the financial depression of 
India have not, on the one hand, facilitated the work of the 
Indian financial authorities, or, on the other hand, added any 
inducements to reconcile medical officers to increased length, 


of tours of service in that country. There will be many. 


opportunities in the future, however, for representing matters. 


prejudicially affecting the interests of medical officers. 


By the death of Surgeon-Major PARKE, we need scarcely. 


add, a very notable, courageous, and enterprising officer 
has been lost to the army medical department. 

As regards the Indian medical service and the naval, 
medical service, there is nothing particular to chronicle, 
The head of the latter service has been re-appointed 
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and his direction of it has consequently been extended 
The lamentable accident to H.M.S. 


with its attendant loss of life, was little short of a national 


Victoria, 





for fi 


ve years 
lisaster:; but no medical officer, we are glad to add, 
was drowned when the ship sank. If we may judge from 
the absence of all complaints, our naval surgeons are satisfied 
with their position in the service, and their duties seem to be 
successfully and pleasantly carried on. 

As far 
concerned, there has been but little to record in the way of 


as the naval and military medical services are 


the bestowal of Birthday honours. 

There has been a good deal of activity in India during the 
past year in sanitary, medical, and surgical matters. A 
movement has been set going for the establishment of a 
Pasteur Institute for the treatment of persons bitten by rabid 
animals, the scientific investigation and prevention of Indian 
diseases, and the training of persons in bacteriological study 
and practice. The very large amount of inefficiency caused 
by venereal diseases in the European army and the great 





ence of enteric fever continue to attract a good deal of 


previ: 


attention. 


The bacteriological study of cholera is making 


progress, and M. HAFFKINE has been actively carrying on his 
nti-choleraic inoculations. 
Chemistry. 

Sodstantial work has on the whole been done in chemical 
science this year, although the results have presented few 
features of interest to those whose acquaintance with the 
subject is necessarily limited. To the general public the 


shemist has made but few startling announcements during 
the year, or, at any rate, discoveries calculated to engage 
their curiosity, alth 


igh exception might be taken, perhaps, 


to the successful attempts of Professor Dewar, F.R.S., t¢ 


liquefy, and eventually to solidify, the air, this line of research 


having lately attracted great deal of popular interest. 
Touching subjects more or less connected with medicine there 
may be mentioned first the work contributed in the early part 
of r on the alkaloids of Aconitum N by Professor 
WyNDHAM DuNSTAN and Mr. E. F. Harrison. These 
writers have studied the nature and properties of the 
ulkaloid occurring together with aconitine in the root, and 





their research has led them to accept this body as isomeric 
with aconitine; the name they therefore assign to it is 


**isaconitine,’’ in preference to napelline, which was hitherto 






logical action of the two alkaloids is 





adopted. The 





entirely distinct, according to Professor CAsH. Thus a pure 
salt of isaconitine does not produce the tingling sensation 
on the tongue so characteristic of ordinary aconitine, and, 
while the latter is a most virulent poison in extremely minute 


loses, comparatively large quantities of the former must be 


administered to small animals in order to produce a toxic 
effect, which toxic effect is distinct also from that of aconitine. 
It is even doubtful whether isaconitine would prove toxic to 


man except in very large doses. 





DUNSTAN with Mr. F. H. CARR showed that it was possi 
to convert aconitine hydrobromide into the isomeric isaconitine 
hydrobromide. The results of another investigation asso- 
eiated with Professor DUNSTAN’s name were published in the 
spring, in which the writers concluded that the identity 


of the caffeine of coffee and the theine of tea 


was beyond question, their reasons being based on the 


fact that both yielded precisely similar products when 


similarly treated. The discovery that the development 
of bacteria and other putrefactive organisms is arrested 
under the influence of sunlight and oxygen—a subject 
carefully studied by Professor MArR- 


which has been 


SHALL WARD and Professor P. FRANKLAND—has in- 
duced Dr. RICHARDSON to make a series of experiments 
to ascertain whether, when sterilisation has been effected 
by light, any oxidising agent, such as peroxide of 
hydrogen (H,0,), is formed, and whether such substance 
may not be the sterilising agent. Eventually this investigator 
found that, although no H,O, is formed by the action 
of the oxygen on sterilised urine in the dark, yet an 
appreciable amount is obtained on exposing such urine to 
light, a result which the writer regards as proof that the 
production of H,O, is not dependent on the presence of 
organisms. Urine in which bacteria have once flourished, 
and which has then been sterilised at 100°C., no longer 
gives H,O, on insolation. A remarkable animal pigment 


containing copper has been isolated from the red 


colouring matter of the plantain-eater by Professor 


A. H. CnuRrcH, who, since its discovery last year, has 
furnished further details in reference to it. Turacin, as 
he has called it, is soluble in water, is pre-eminently a colloid, 
presents a spectrum similar to hemoglobin, and corresponds 
nearly to the empirical formula C,,Hs,Cu,Ng09. The variety 
of phosphorus known as red phosphorus exhibits very different 
properties from ordinary stick or yellow phosphorus, important 
amongst which is its non-poisonous character ; but according 
to the recent observations of a German chemist it is wrong to 
regard or call it amorphous, since investigation has shown 
that it is in most cases distinctly crystalline. The interesting 
experiments of Professor DEWAR, already alluded to and 
described at some length in the columns of THE LANCET, 
have continued to engage interest, and a fascinating develop- 
ment of his investigation consists in the fact that he has now 
succeeded in freezing air into a clear transparent solid. The 
precise nature of this solid is doubtful and awaits further re- 
search. Meantime, it has been likened to a jelly of solid nitrogen 
containing liquid oxygen, much as calves’-foot jelly contains 
water diffused in solid gelatine. The purification of water has 
been a subject of considerable discussion during the year, 
and the results arrived at have added largely to our know- 
ledge of this important branch of sanitary science. In this 
connexion the labours of the Royal Commission on the Metro- 
politan Water-supply may be quoted, in the report of which, 
issued in September, there are recorded the deliberate and latest 
opinions of both chemical and bacteriological experts on the 
question. It has been shown that the efficiency of sand filtra- 
tion is due to the production of a layer of slimy silt on the sur- 
face of the sand, which takes some time toform. So the process 


of sand-filtration, at first carried out by mere rule of thumb, 





Later in the year Professor 


can now be conducted on scientific lines and under scientific 


control. Equally important as it is now known, especially 


> | as regards bacteriological purification, is the process effected 


both in nature and by the hand of man; we refer to the 
purification of water by subsidence during storage. Such are 
the salient features of the records of the progress of chemical 
science during the year 1893. 

Chemical literature has been enriched during the year by 
the issue of the following works: ‘‘Coal Tar Colours, with 


especial reference to their Injurious Qualities and the 
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Restriction of their Use,’’ by Dr. THEODORE WEYL; ‘‘A 
Dictionary of Applied Chemistry,’’ by T. E. THorps, F.R.5., 
vol. iii. ; ‘‘ Sewage Treatment and Disposal,’’ by T. WARDLE, 
®.C.8. ; and *‘ Methods of Practical Hygiene,’’ by Professor 
LEHMANN, translated by Professor W. Crookgs, F.R.S. 

Finally, chemistry may claim to have lost a faithful student 
in Professor TYNDALL, who worked at that science in the 
laboratories of BUNSEN and FRANKLAND ; while among the 
chemists who have ceased their labours in the service of 
medical science are Mr. HEATON of Charing-cross Hospital, 
Mr. Foster of Middlesex Hospital, and Mr. DAV1Es, chemist 
to the Society of Apothecaries. 

Epidemiology and Publie Health. 

The past year opened with a comparatively low rate of 
general mortality ; indeed, during the first quarter both the 
general death-rate, that from ‘‘ fever,’’ and that from zymotic 
diseases generally, were below the average. On the other 


hand, diphtheria had already shown a tendency to rise, and 
smali-pox was credited with 377 deaths, the highest number 
. that had been registered in any corresponding quarter since 
$ the year 1888. The excess was most marked in certain large 
3 towns, including Halifax, Oldham, and Warrington. As 
, regards the general death-rate and that from zymotic diseases, 
3 much thesame may besaid for the second quarter ; the ‘‘fever’’ 
y leath-rate was also still below the average; but in the case 
t of diphtheria the rate was well-nigh double its usual average. 
t Small-pox, as is its wont at that season of the year, had 
“4 continued rapidly to rise ; during the quarter no less than 
0 519 deaths were registered, of which about 100 occurred in 
n London ; the excess in Oldham and Halifax being still main- 
g tained. Daring the third quarter of the year a change took 
d place, and the general mortality considerably exceeding the 
ry average. Small-pox, it is true, was already greatly diminish- 
p- ing ; indeed, while some excess was maintained in Oldham, 
w West Ham, Bradford, Wakefield, and Walsall, the total 
e small-pox deaths in the country had fallen to 244. In 
e- the case of a number of other diseases excess was still 
on manifested. The ‘‘fever’’ deaths rose to a rate at least one- 
ns third higher than the normal ; diphtheria caused twice the 
as usual mortality rate towards the end of the quarter, and the 
iT, scarlet fever rate was also somewhat high. Diarrhceal diseases 
w- 4 caused a death-rate distinctly above the average, and in 
1is connexion with this the mortality under one year of age rose 
rO- above the mean. The meteorological conditions with which 
h, this rise was associated were a diminished rainfall and 
est an excess of temperature, the latter excess being mainly 
he evident during the month of August. Cholera also found 
ra- its way into England during this quarter, and we may 
ur- perhaps have to thank the dryness of atmosphere and 
ess soil, which was brought about by an absence of rainfall 
nb, combined with an excess of temperature, for the circumstance 
ific that the disease became so little epidemic. The mortality 
ully rate for the last quarter of the year also bids fair to bea 
ted heavy one. Enteric fever has been widely prevalent in many 
the parts of England, notably in many of our northern towns. 
are Influenza has latterly commenced to add materially to our 
ical death returns, and diphtheria has caused a higher death-rate 

than in any previous year; indeed, during the ten weeks 
r by ending in the middle of December the number of deaths 
vith from diphtheria in London alone had been at the rate of 

about eighty-seven per week. 

















The presence of cholera in England must be regarded 
as one of the most important events of the year in 
relation to the public health. Commencing in Grimsby, 
and then appearing in Hull, the disease attacked a 
large number of districts in South Yorkshire, Lancashire, 
and the northern midlands. Among the more important towns 
and villages that were affected we may note Grimsby, 
Cleethorpes, Hull, Rotherham, Ashbourne, Ilkeston, North 
Bierley, Rowley Regis, and Great Yarmouth. Cases were also 
intercepted at other ports, notably the ports of London and the 
Tyne. Inall, and including a considerable number of cases 
of so-called ‘‘choleraic diarrhceea,’’ which were isolated, 
about 100 deaths occurred in England during the three 
months of August, September, and October which were set 
down to cholera of either the Asiatic or other type. The 
two places most severely affected were Grimsby with over 
thirty deaths, and Hull with some eighteen fatal attacks. 
But long before England was attacked great interest attached 
to the recrudescence and march of cholera on the continent 
of Europe. In the medical department of the Local Govern- 
ment Board efforts were made to be prepared beforehand to 
deal with the spread of the disease ; every means available 
under our present sanitary system being utilised to that end. 
The staff of the department was materially increased, and a 
cholera survey of ports and inland districts was commenced 
early in the spring and maintained throughout the year. This 
survey had for its main object to urge upon all sanitary 
authorities, whether of ports or of inland districts, the 
importance of such sanitary measures and administration as 
would best secure the prevention of the spread of the disease 
should it reach their districts. Instant visits were also paid 
to localities where the disease appeared. Measures of pre- 
vention were urged upon the authorities concerned, and every 
effort was made to ascertain the true nature of the disease by 
the aid of bacteriological research. Amongst other measures 
for the prevention of cholera in which England took part 
was the Dresden Conference, and the adhesion of our Govern- 
ment to the convention that was subsequently drawn up. We 
have so often referred to the terms of that convention that 
we need only here record the fact that it imposes upon the 
contracting parties a method of dealing with cholera more 
nearly akin to our English system than any that had ever 
before been found practicable at any European gathering. 

The issue of the full report on the epidemic of enteric fever 





in the Tees Valley—an epidemic which resulted from the 
specific contamination of a river water—was the more 
important because it appeared almost simultaneously with 
the report of the Royal Commission on the Metropolitan 
Water Supply, and because of the importance attaching to 
the question of the excremental pollution of public water 
services at a time when cholera has prevailed both abroad 
and at home, and when recrudescence of the infection has to 
be held in view; and it must be admitted that the Tees 
report conveys a very distinct warning to those localities 
which rely for their water-supplies on rivers that are liable to 
any such pollution ; and this quite apart from the question 
whether the water is filtered or delivered without resort to 
this method of protection, the real value of which is as 
yet so little known in so far as pathogenetic organisms are 
concerned. 

Two other Royal Commissions involving public health 
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interests have been sitting during the year. The Com- 
mission on Vaccination has at last concluded taking general 
evidence, and it will probably not be until it has determined 
on the lines of its final report that evidence will be taken as to 
the bearing and effect of any new proposals upon our law and 
practice as they now stand. The Commission on Tuberculosis 
has completed all its experimental work, and the report on 
the question as to whether tubercle is conveyed by means 
of the consumption of the flesh and milk of tuberculous 
animals is one that is looked for with the greatest interest, 
not to say anxiety. 

There has been but little public health legislation during 
the past Session, but the passing of the Isolation Hospitals 
Bill marks a new era in regard to the prevention of infectious 
diseases. The provision of means of isolation by our sanitary 
authorities has hitherto been a purely voluntary matter. It 
will now no longer be so, in so far as County Councils are 
allowed to intervene in the direction of compulsion. Many 
would have wished to have seen further powers granted in 
this direction, but when we remember how much has been 
done as the result of a purely voluntary enactment, we cannot 
but feel that the restrictions by which the action of County 
Councils is surrounded in this new Bill are, on the whole, wise 
and discreet. 

The Medical Literature of the Year. 

On looking back at the medical literature which has been 
produced during the past twelvemonths we cannot fail to be 
struck by the importance that the reprinted lecture has 
assumed, although but short consideration suffices to let us 
see that this is very natural. It would clearly be invidious, 
unless we devoted a large space to demonstration of our 
reasons for the partiality, to single out by name the mono- 
graphs or extended clinical notes to which we refer—in most 
cases, moreover, our readers have had these reasons pre- 
sented to them in the reviews which have appeared in our 
columns, if not in the articles themselves ; but in every province 
of medicine during the year 1893 valuable monographs have 
been written, while but one or two successful attempts have 
been made to treat large subjects in a large manner. 
The position is inevitable if in some ways regrettable. 
As medicine becomes a wider subject, infringing here on 
psychology, here on _ electricity and applied physics, 
and everywhere on chemistry and embryology (including all 
scientific work dealing with the problems of heredity, evolu- 
tion, and development), it is clear that the literature, which 
is to this extent medical, that it has sprung up around sub- 
jects whose important intimacy with his professional work no 
medical man can fail to see, must also become proportion- 
ately wide. Asa result also of this widening of all the fields 
of medical research it follows that medical literature will 
tend to assume more and more the shape of a series of 
monographs, 

Investigations on the Cholera Epidemic by our Special 
Correspondent. 

No investigation bearing upon sanitation could be of more 
use than that of following, step by step and from town to 
It serves not only to throw a 


town, a cholera epidemic. 
light on the vexed problem of cholera causation, but it 
supplies the means of describing and exposing conditions 
of insalubrity which bring about an amount of endemic 
preventable disease that is in the aggregate far more fatal 





than the worse cholera epidemics. Thus, in THE LANCE? 
of Jan. 7th we gave illustrations of insanitary houses at 
Havre and showed that, in certain streets of that cholera- 
affected town, the death-rate, taken on an average of ten 
years, was equal to 41:1, 44:9, and 57:2 per 1000. This is 
very much worse than the mortality from a cholera epidemic, 
if the effects of the epidemic are spread over a period of ten 
years. Such facts as these are all the more remarkable, 
as it was also stated that at Havre, in the prosperous 
rue Francois Premier, the death-rate during the same period 
was only equal to 12:03 per 1000. Returning from Havre to 
England, our Special Correspondent dealt with the drainage 
of middle-class dwellings of English houses and the precau- 
tions taken against cholera at Southampton and Dover. 
The first article showed that even among better-claso 
property many houses were not in such a condition as to 
safely meet a cholera epidemic, and the second one explained 
that nothing effective was being done at Dover to prevent the 
introduction of cholera into England. Southampton was also 
dealt with as affording a contrast to Dover. However, as in 
spite of the fact that it was now winter, the cholera epi- 
demic still continued to be prevalent on the Continent, 
our Special Correspondent proceeded to the north of France ; 
and at Dunkirk and the neighbouring fishing town of Grand 
Fort Philippe, in spite of the snow that was covering the 
ground, he found numerous cases of cholera. On last New 
Year’s Day there were 60 persons suffering from cholera in 
this latter place, although it has only 2700 inhabitants. We 
published maps of Calais and Dunkirk, on which our corre- 
spondent had marked the cases of cholera and traced the 
course of the sewers. These maps indicate that the cases of 
the disease are more frequent near the sewer outfalls, and 
that barges moored in canals near such sewer outfalls are 
especially exposed. Boulogne-sur-Mer and the neighbouring 
fishing village of Portel were fully described, and here there 
was a remarkable contrast between the bad sanitation, the 
prophylactic neglect, and the high mortality from cholera 
at Portel; and the better sanitation and the very prompt 
and energetic prophylactic measures taken at Boulogne 
sur-Mer, coinciding in the latter town with a very slight 
mortality from the disease. Dr. AIGRE, Mayor of Boulogne, 
particularly distinguished himself in this respect, and the 
town was fortunate to have had at the head of its affairs 
so energetic and competent a chief. As Boulogne is one of 
the most frequented and popular resorts on the Continent for 
English tourists, we were pleased to receive so favourable a 
report of the town. Very different was the case with respect 
to Marseilles. In October, 1892, there had been a slight epi- 
demic of cholera, resulting in 87 deaths. The authorities on 
that occasion proclaimed the fact that an epidemic was 
present in the town, an official inquiry was held, and the 
usual precautions were taken; but this year, though there 
have been two epidemics of the disease at Marseilles of 
a much more serious character, no Government inquiry 
was held, and measures of precaution were not enforced. 
Nevertheless, we were ultimately able to publish the fullest 
details, illustrated by maps marked where the deaths 
from cholera had taken place. We were also able to 
publish maps of France, showing how numerous the 
cases of cholera were on the coasts facing England, and 
some interesting diagrams of past and present. cholera 
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epidemics. These provedzhow greatly the mortality from this 
disease had been reduced in Paris, the proportion being 2345 
per 100,000 of the population in 1832, and only 39 per 100,000 
in 1892. Other diagrams set forth the fact that the greatest 
mortality generally occurred between the months of June and 
September. The sanitary condition in respect to the drainage, 
water-supply, &c , of Marseilles, Toulon, and Arles was very 
fully described, for the past has shown that these are the 
‘towns that become the principal centres of cholera epidemics 
‘in the south of France. Here, then, sanitary measures are 
most needed, and we described the schemes adopted for 
Toulon and Marseilles and proposed for Arles. The preva- 
lence of cholera in Brittany was also the subject of several 
descriptive articles. 

As the holiday season approached our Special Correspondent 
went to Switzerland, and he was able to give an account of 
the satisfactory condition of that country, its freedom from 
cholera, and the good precautions taken. The same might be 
said of Brussels, but not of its neighbourhood, nor of Belgium 
generally or Holland. At Antwerp and at Rotterdam special 
investigations were made, for here the epidemic reappeared 
luring the latter part of thesummer. Some of the insalu- 
briows features of Antwerp were photographed, and thus 
a record of undeniable accuracy was obtained. These latter 
investigations proved that the sanitary condition of Rotter- 
dam was much more favourable than that of Antwerp, 
though labouring under greater topographical difficulties, 
Rotterdam had a much better system of drainage and a 
better, though not perfect, water-supply. There has been 
cholera in both towns, but Antwerp has suffered the most. 

After thus following the epidemic to so many places on the 
Continent it now became necessary for our Special Corre- 
spondent to return home, for the disease had at last reached 
our shores. Proceeding at once to Grimsby and Hull to 
report on the sanitary condition of these towns and the 
measures that had been taken, he was able to send very full 
and significant details. The great prevalence of typhoid 
fever, going hand-in-hand with the cholera epidemic, seemed 
to indicate that in battling the one we might in all pro- 
‘ability prevent the other. In any case, what was seen must 
send to reduce the confidence felt in the vaunted excellence 
of English sanitation—a confidence which has led some 
persons to imagine that we already enjoy immunity from the 
danger of cholera. 

The Royal College of Physicians of London. 

It is impossible to write concerning the history of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London during the past year 
without a sense of the great loss it sustained by the death 
of its much-valued President, to whose unbounded energy 
and unswerving devotion the College owes so much. Sir 
ANDREW CLARK had been chosen to fill this high office for 
the sixth time by an almost unanimous vote of the College. 
it was known that he was willing to continue to hold an 
office which his own example had rendered as arduous as 
it was honourable, and the Fellows of the College grate- 
fully recognised their indebtedness to him; for he had 
proved, as has been said, an ‘‘ideal’’ President, and in his 
hands the College had gained in reputation and in useful- 
mess. His last public acts were to preside at the delivery of 
the Harveian Oration by Dr. Pyz-SmiTH on St. Luke’s Day 
and to justify the aims of physiology in presenting the Baly 








Medal to Professor Scntrr. His fatal illness attacked him 
on the following day, and a few weeks later the Fellows 
assembled, amongst the vast throng of mourners at West- 
minster Abbey, to testify their respect for the generous and 
high-minded physician whom they had chosen for their 
chief. This occurrence alone will make the year 1893 sadly 
memorable in the annals of the College, which otherwise 
have not been marked by any very striking events. Early in 
the year the action between the College and the General 
Medical Council with respect to the right of the former to 
grant a full diploma in medicine, surgery, and midwifery was 
decided, judgment being given by Mr. Justice SMITH in 
favour of the College. (We refer elsewhere to this action.) 
A special testimonial, voted by the Fellows, was presented 
to Dr. Liverne, the Registrar, for his laborious services 
in this matter, by the President in his customary genial 
and graceful manner. Several subjects of ethical im- 
portance have engaged the attention of the Censors’ 
Board, the.emost notable being the case of a Licentiate 
of the College, which was referred to the College and 
resulted in the erasure of his name from the roll. 
The work of the Conjoint Board continues under the 
careful supervision of the committee of the two Royal 
Colleges, and their decision to accept candidates in chemistry 
and biology from science schools besides those attached to 
medical schools received a remonstrance from the General 
Medical Council, which was amply met in the reply sent by 
the Colleges to that body. The Goulstonian Lectures were 
delivered by Dr. HALLIBURTON on the Chemical Physiology of 
the Animal Cell, the Croonian Lectures by Dr. LEECH on 
the Pharmacological Action and Therapeutic Uses of the 
Nitrites and Allied Compounds, the Lumleian Lectures by 
Dr. C. T. WILLIAMS on Aero-Therapeutics in Lung Disease, 
the Milroy Lectures by Dr. WHITELEGGE on Changes of 
Type in Epidemic Disease, and the Bradshaw Lecture (the 
delivery of which has been changed from the month of 
August to that of November) by Professor GREENFIELD on 
Some Diseases of the Thyroid Gland. Finally, it should 
be recorded that the duties of Pro-President were under- 
taken by the Senior Censor, Dr. J. E. POLLOCK, and that at 
a specially summoned comitia on Dec. 7th (150 Fellows 
being present) Dr. RusSELL REYNOLDS was elected President 
of the College. 
The Royal College of Surgeons of England. 

The year 1893 will always be memorable in the history of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England from the fact that 
it was the centenary of HUNTER’s death. To the delivery of 
the Hunterian Oration there was, therefore, special interest 
attached, which was not only felt by the members of the 
college which has always delighted to honour the memory of 
that great surgeon, but by others not members of the medical 
profession. Much gratification was expressed when it became 
known that their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales and 
the Duke of York would be present at the oration on 
Feb. 14th. Their Royal Highnesses received a hearty 
reception from the large and appreciative audience assembled 
in the lecture theatre of the college, and it was peculiarly 
appropriate that the President of the College, Mr. THomas 
BRYANT, should have been selected to give the oration, 
which was delivered with an eloquence and dignity worthy 
of the occasion. During the month of July the Jubilee of 
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the Fellowship was celebrated. On the 5th there was a 
Conversazione in the college, when, amongst other attrac- 
tions, a unique collection of Hunterian relics was on view in 
The festival dinner was held on the 6th under 
PAGET, one of the ten 
original Fellows who still survived. The annual meeting of 
the Fellows of the College was also held on the 6th, when 
the address was delivered by the President, Mr. THOMAS 
There were about 100 Fellows present. 


the library. 
the chairmanship of Sir JAMES 


BRYANT. 

The annual meeting of the Fellows and Members of the 
College held, as usual, in the theatre of the College, on 
the first Thursday in November, was very poorly attended. 
The President of the yearly report of the 
Council, which recorded in considerable detail the work done 


gave a résumé 


by the College in its various departments during the past 
He pointed out with regard to the examina- 
the two Colleges had 
sinking fund to cover 


collegiate year. 
tion hall that the committee of 
proposed the establishment of a 
liabilities which might arise on the termination of the lease 
of the site, and the extension of the conditions of letting 
the examination rooms and theatre. The chief business of 
the Committee had, however, had reference to the curriculum 
of study, and the management of the several examinations ; 
synopsis in pharmacology and practical chemistry had been 
issued by them. With regard to the attitude of the College 
towards the proposed new university in London, the Council 
resolved at the meeting on Jan. 12th :—‘‘ That in order to 
ascertain the views of the Fellows and Members of the College 
on the position which, in their opinion, this College should 
hold in university for London, 


separate meetings of the Fellows and Members be convened 


the proposed teaching 


at an early date after the report of the Gresham Royal 
Commission has been made public.’’ The Council was called 
upon on several occasions to consider the alleged misconduct 
of Members of the College 
considered necessary to deprive the Member of his diploma. 
With regard to another 


passed a resolution that it is degrading to the profession and 


but in only one instance was it 
question of irregularity, the Council 
injurious to the public interest that Fellows or Members of 
the College should associate themselves with trading institu- 
tions for the treatment of disease, and allow their names to 
be advertised in support of the practice of medicine and 
surgery by persons not legally qualified.’’ At a subsequent 
meeting the members of the Dental Association were informed, 
in reply to a letter from them, that the Council considered 
the above resolution should apply equally to the Licentiates 
At the fifth election of 
Fellows to fill the vacancies in the Council of the College 
under the Mr. MACNAMARA and Mr. 
PEMBERTON were re-elected, and Mr. MAyo Rosson and Mr. 


in Dental Surgery of the College. 


new regulations, 


HeENRY MorRIs elected for the first time. We may mention 
that the five candidates who headed the poll on this cccasion 
were recommended by us in a leading article a few weeks 
previously as the best fitted in our opinion for election, and 
we regard the result as conclusively demonstrating that the 
majority of the constituency is in favour of the views 
advocated in THE At the meeting in July Mr. 
J. WHITAKER Hvutxke, F.R.S., 
of the College in succession to Mr. THoMAs BRYANT, and Sir 
W. MacCormac and Mr, MACNAMARA were appointed Vice- 
From the report of the Finance Committee 


LANCET. 
was appointed President 


Presidents. 





dated July 24th, we learn that the income of the College for the 
past year has varied very slightly in the several sources from 
which it is derived from that of the previous year, and that 
altogether there is only a difference in favour of 1891-92 of 
£65. For the ensuing year, 1893-94, the Committee anticipate 
that there will be a profit balance of about £2,000. This 
assumes that the receipts from the several examinations 
remain about the same as last year, and that no large expen- 
diture is incurred by the Council beyond the ordinary or 
standing expenses. In fact, unless anything unforeseen occurs, 
the Committee expect that the ensuing year will furnish a good 
example of the average yearly ircome and expenditure of the 
College. It is not thought probable that for some time to 
come any large demand will be made on the resources of the 
College. In addition to the ordinary work of the Museum, 
about 600 preparations have been added to the collection, 
and considerable work has been done for Members who have- 
forwarded pathological products for examination and report. 
The library under the care of Mr. BAILEY has been mucl» 
used, and keeps up its high state of efficiency. A great boom 
would be conferred on many readers if an arrangement coul@ 
be made fortheir accommodation on Saturday afternoons. The 
Bradshaw Lecture on the Lifeand Works of Sir ASTLEY COOPER: 
was delivered by Sir W. MAcCormac. Mr. J. BLAND SUTTON 
was the recipient of the Jacksonian prize. The Council lost 
one of its members, Mr. Marcus BEcK, whose untimely death 
caused general regret throughout the profession. The deaths 
of two past members of the Council were also reported— 
viz., Mr. ALFRED BAKER and Mr. SEPTIMUS SIBLEY—an@ 
votes of condolence with their families were unanimously 
passed. By the death of Sir R. OWEN the College lost a 
friend who many years ago did a great deal for the Museum. 
The Examinations of the Conjoint Board of England. 
From the report of the Committee of Management of the 
two Colleges we find that the following is the result of the 
examinations of the Board for the year 1893 : for the examina- 
tions held under the regulations dated Oct. Ist, 1884 (four 
years’ curriculum), in the first examination in chemistry 375 
candidates presented themselves and no less than 45 per cent. 
were rejected (the percentage of rejections for last year was 34 
in this subject) ; in materia medica 531 candidates presented 
themselves and 39 per cent. were rejected (against 43 per 
cent. last year); in elementary anatomy 388 candidates 
presented themselves and 23 per cent. were rejected (last 
year 20 per cent.); in elementary physiology 346 were 
examined and 15 per cent. rejected (last year 14 per 
cent.) ; for the second examination in anatomy 838 pre- 
sented themselves and 37 per cent. were rejected (35 per 
cent. last year) ; in physiology 903 presented themselves and 
39 per cent. were rejected (45 per cent. last year); in the 
final examination in medicine 879 presented themselves and 
42 per cent. were rejected (35 per cent. last year) ; in surgery 
845 presented themselves and 38 per cent. were rejected (40 
per cent. last year) ; and in midwifery 868 presented them- 
selves and 35 per cent. were rejected (33 per cent. last year). 
Under the regulations dated Jan. Ist, 1892 (five years’ 
curriculum): for the first examinations in chemistry 333 
presented themselves and 38 per cent. were rejected (41 per 
cent. last year) ; in practical pharmacy 155 presented them- 
selves and 32 per cent. were rejected (31 per cent. last year) ; 
in elementary biology 344 presented themselves and 30 per 
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ent. were rejected (20 percent. last year); and in elementary 
anatomy 347 presented themselves, with a percentage of 
rejections of 20. 

Meetings of the General Medical Council. 

The General Medical Council held its two statutory meetings 
one in May and the other in November. On the first occasion 
the Council met on Tuesday, May 23rd, and sat for six days. 
A great variety of business presented itself for discussion. 
After a somewhat wide difference of opinion as to dealing 
with the reports of the Inspector and Visitors of Examina- 
tions at once and as they came to hand, it was resolved that 
the latter course should be taken. 
Examinations in the University of Dublin was so unsatis- 
factory that the Council agreed by a large majority to a 
resolution calling the serious attention of the authorities 
of the University to the report of the Examination Com- 
mittee with a view to the removal of defects. One of the 
chief features of the May meeting was the presentation 
of a report on Medical Aid Associations by the committee 
appointed to consider the subject, of which Dr. GLOVER was 


The report on the Final 


chairman. The committee pointed out many faults in the 
working of these associations and proposed several recom- 
mendations on the subject for the guidance of the profession. 
The Council accepted thesuggestion that therule of the Council 
as to covering unqualified assistants should apply to medical 
officers who employ such unqualified assistants ; but it declined 
to be more specific and resolved simply to send, through 
the President, copies of the report, pointing out certain evils 
in these associations, deeming that it could not fail to be 
instructive to the various committees and to the medical 
officers. In connexion with the report of the Education 
‘Committee on Preliminary Examinations a sharp discussion 
arose on the preliminary examination of the Apothecaries’ 
Society. The recommendation of the committee that a note 
should be appended that the examinations in Section II. 
{including that of the Apothecaries’ Society) should be 
liscontinued was carried. Meanwhile the Society adheres 
to its preliminary examination, which is passed, not only 
by those proceeding to its medical examination, but by 
hundreds of others who proceed to the examination of 
other medical authorities. The November meeting, lasting 
seven days, is too recent for it to be necessary to do more 
than recall the various subjects of the discussions which 
arose. The first steps were taken, with a view to the 
publication of another edition of the Pharmacopeeia, in the 
form of receiving and accepting a report from the Pharma- 
coprzia Committee on a correspondence with medical and 
pharmaceutical authorities in India and the colonies, with 
the object of meeting their views with regard to the 
substitution where possible of native products in phar- 
The Examination Committee 


macopeial preparations. 


made a report on Rejections at Examinations which 


cannot be considered at all satisfactory. The Education 
‘Committee made a report on Examinations for Diplomas 
in State Medicine and on the Answers of the Licensing 
3odies to resolutions passed by the Council in May. These 
reports gave rise to much discussion and not a little 
subjects previously disposed of by the 


An interesting feature in the minutes of the 


rediscussion of 
Council. 
last meeting was a report on Reciprocity of Medical 


Practice in Relation to Foreign Countries. The Reports 











of the Inspector and Visitors of Examinations gave 
rise to serious discussions. In one case, that of the 
conjoint examination of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland and the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland, much dis- 
satisfaction was expressed, and an intimation was given 
by the Council that if defects were not made good before 
the next examinations, the Council would take the grave 
step of reporting the matter to the Privy Council. The 
place of the study of Physics, Chemistry, and Biology in 
the medical curriculum is still variously regarded by 
different bodies, and will need to be further defined, 
if there are to be equality and fairness in the require- 
Various cases of discipline occu- 
at both meetings, 


ments of these bodies. 
pied the attention of 
leading to the removal from the Register of several 


the Council 


names. A remarkable charge brought against certain 
medical men of having accepted Founders’ Shares in 
the firm of McDoNALD, Sons, AND Co., LIMITED, 
on the undgrstanding that they would prescribe the wares of 
the company, was considered by the Council in camerd. A 
resolution condemning such practices was passed, but the 
accused gentlemen were neither summoned to appear nor 
given any opportunity of publicly answering the serious 
charge. A committee was appointed to consult with and 
to advise the President in the consideration of penal cases 
to be submitted to the Council for its decision. 

The British Medical Association. 

The annual meeting of the Association took place at New- 
castle-on-Tyne, under the genial presidency of Dr. PHILIPSON, 
whose address was of much interest. The coaly metropolis 
of the north maintained all its old reputation for hearty 
hospitality, and the local leaders acquitted themselves 
admirably as regards their contributions to the intellectual 
and scientific discussions of the Association. We commented 
at the time on the address in Medicine by Dr. DRUMMOND 
and on theaddress in Surgery by Dr. HUME. Another address 
of importance was that by Dr. JAMES MurRPHY, as President 
of the Obstetric and Gynzcological Section, in which perhaps 
the most important reference was to the treatment of 
placenta previa, Dr. MURPHY insisting on early delivery. 
He had had sixty-one cases, with only two deaths. In 
every case where placenta previa is evident he induces 
premature labour, staying with the patient till she is 
delivered. The meeting, however, owed not a little of its 
success to distinguished members of the profession from 
other parts of the kingdom, north and south. Taken 
altogether the meeting will compare favourably with any 
previous gathering. 

The British Association. 

The meeting of the British Association was held at 
Nottingham. The President of the year was Professor 
BurpoN SANDERSON, who naturally selected Biology as the 
subject of his address. He took Treviranus for his text, and 
dwelt on that philosopher’s conception that the difference 
between vital and physical processes was not in the nature of 
the processes themselves, but in their codrdination—that is, 
in their adaptation to a given purpose and to the peculiar 
and special relation in which the organism stands to the 
external world. Professor BURDON SANDERSON thought that 
this conception was true, and suggested the idea that 
organism was that to which all other biological ideas must 
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of the 


that if, on the one hand, pro- 


relate, and also that action is not an attribute 
organism but its essence 
toplasm is the basis of life, life is the basis of protoplasm. 
He differed from some psychologists in regarding mind as 
one of the ‘‘specific energies’’ of the organism to be 
included in the subject-matter of physiology ; but he added : 
‘* As, however, our science, like other sciences, is limited not 
merely by its subject but also by its method, it actually takes 


in only so much of psychology as is experimental.’’ 
The Proposed Teaching University for London. 

The Royal Commission which was appointed on April 25th, 
1892, ‘‘to consider and if they think fit alter and amend 
the proposed Charter, remitted in compliance with an address 
of the House of Commons, so as to form and report to us a 
scheme for the establishment under charter of an efficient 
Teaching University for London,’’ began their sittings on 
May 25th, and, after hearing a very large amount of 
evidence, have not yet been able to publish their report. It 
is rumoured that this will be forthcoming in a few days and 
that its chief recommendation will be that such a change 
be made in the existing University of London as to form a 
real teaching university, with federated colleges and medical 
schools, without undue interference with its present functions 
as an Imperial examining board. It will be most interesting 
to see what working arrangements will be suggested for the 
proper carrying out of such ascheme. We fear that London will 


still have to wait for its proper teaching university. 
The Medical Societies. 

In our review of the work of the medical societies we have 
been compelled to follow the plan adopted last year—of 
grouping the papers rather according to the scientific heads 
under which they naturally fall than according to the Societies 
at which they first saw the light. The work done at these 
meetings during the past year has been fully equal in merit 
to that of previous periods. There have not been, perhaps, 
quite so many papers read, but there has been a very 
noticeable general in the literary quality 
of the 
up 


improvement 


contributions and in the endeavour to follow 


references and in other ways to make the con- 


tributions of greater value for future study. The relation 
of cancer to parasitism has been many times discussed, 
but very little solid advance has been made. Troubles 
arising in connexion with the vermiform appendix have 
likewise received a full share of attention, and the indica- 


tions for operative interference have been more clearly 


defined. Several cases were recorded during the year of 
excision of the bowel, with treatment of the divided ends of 
the gut by a simple method of suture, and the results 
attained appear to be at least as satisfactory as in those 
cases in which more cumbersome apparatus and more complex 
methods of stitching have been employed. Under the head 
of Medicine we first to 
learned and instructive address of Dr. LAUDER BRUNTON, 
delivered before the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh. 


desire direct attention to the 


The Lettsomian Lectures by Dr. BRISTOWE on Syphilitic 
Affections of the Nervous System gave a study of this disease 
from the clinical standpoint, illustrated by the discussion 


of cases which had come under his own observation. 


Dr. ALEXANDER HAIG returned to a favourite theme, and 
the Effects of the 


discussed Administration of Iodides 


on Arterial Tension and on the Excretion of Urates 





An interesting case of sulphonal poisoning, in which 
the urohemato-porphynuria was a symptom, was recorded 
by Professor WAYMOUTH REID of Dundee. Sir Dyc1 
DvuCKWORTH read a paper on Inherited Gout associated with 
the production of tophi at an early age. Drs. F. G. PENROSE 
and W. LEE DICKINSON related cases of Abscess beneath the 
Diaphragm in connexion with perforating gastric ulcer, and 
discussed their proper drainage and the possibility of closing, 
the hole in the stomach wall when dealing with the abscess. 
The subject of treatment by suggestion was fully discussed 
at the York Medical Society, and later in London Dr. 
J. M. BRAMWELL contributed a paper on the subject 
of Hypnotism. Dr. W. B. CHEADLE, in his Presidential 
address at the Harveian Society, gave a valuable historicab 
survey of the history of medicine during the last sixty years. 
Dr. MOORHEAD exhibited at the Bradford Medico-Chirurgical 
Society a boy aged six, the subject of disseminated spinal 
sclerosis. In a very thoughtful paper contributed by Dr. 
RALFE on Some Clinical Features of Chronic Albuminuria, 
chiefly with reference to Prognosis, he emphasised the fact 
that the clinical significance of this symptom had un- 
doubtedly diminished during the last twenty years. 
Edinburgh the subject of Myxcedema was discussed from the 
clinical aspect by Dr. ByrRoM BRAMWELL, while Professor 
GREENFIELD took up its pathology and morbid anatomy, and 
Dr. LUNDIE gave a clear and concise résumé of methods of 
treatment. Dr. G. H. SAVAGE, in a paper on the Symptoms 
of Mental Dissolution, indicated the lines upon which the 


In 


decay proceeded. The constitutional differences between 
boys and girls in relation to Educational Requirements 
were discussed by Dr. FRANCIS WARNER. Dr. BEEVOR gave 
the details of a case of Aphasia due to a fall on the head, 
the lesion being probably a meningeal hemorrhage over the 
visual word centre in the supra-marginal and angular gyri. 
Dr. FRANCIS HAWKINS read a statistical paper on Croupons 
Pneumonia in Children, basing his analysis on an investiga- 
tion of 220 cases. Dr. HALE WHITE recorded the particulars 
of two exceptional cases of Peripheral Neuritis—the one septi- 
czmic and the other due to lead-poisoning. Dr. W. HUNTER, 
in a further communication on the subject of Pernicious 
Anzmia, advocated the direction of treatment towards the 
gastro-intestinal area and recommended the exhibition of 
8-naphthol and salol. Dr. G. N. Pitt praised venesection in 
the treatment of symptoms arising from Thoracic Aneurysm. 
The able address of Dr. GoweERS at the Medical Society of 
London on Neurology and Therapeutics inaugurated the new 
arrangement for the Fothergillian prize. In a communica- 
tion on Pyrexia in Acute Anemia Dr. HANDFIELD JONES 
suggested that the fever was explained by a disturbance of 
the heat-regulating centre. Dr. HALE WHITE communicated 
a thoughtful paper on the Influence of Various Diets upon 
the Composition of the Urine and the General Condition of 
Patients suffering from Chronic Bright's Disease, and bis con- 
clusion was in favour of a full diet being given. Dr. 
GILBART SMITH discussed the Diagnostic Significance of 
Hemoptysis in Aortic Aneurysm. Dr. CLEMENT DUKES 
put on record some observations he had made on the 
Immediate Effects of Sudden Momentary Severe Exertion 
on the Young Dr. LAUDER BRUNTON 
| read a paper on the Use of Atropine in Cholera, in the 


Human Being. 
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course of which he suggested that there were various 
forms of cholera and that atropine would probably be 
most useful in cases where the disease appeared to have an 
action on the circulation. Dr. W. R. DAWSON gave his 
opinion on the Diagnostic Value of the Diazo Reaction and 
found that its value in the diagnosis of enteric fever was 
considerable, but negative rather than positive. A review of 
116 cases of Typhoid Fever led Dr. DONALD Hoon to believe 
that in the larger proportion of cases the extreme antipyretic 
treatment of the day was contra-indicated. Mr. ARTHUR 
MAUDE contributed a paper on Some Less-known Factors 
in Graves’ Disease and expressed his belief that the 
condition was due to some general nerve poison, pro- 
bably to be found in the thyroid gland. Dr. ARGYLL- 
ROBERTSON, in his inaugural address at the Ophthalmo- 
logical Society, spoke of the contributions which 
ophthalmology had made to medicine in regard to diagnosis, 
prognosis, and treatment. Dr. G. H. SAVAGE catalogued 
the mental disorders he had found associated with the 
menopause. Dr. W. Dowson maintained that evidence of 
a previous attack of scarlet fever could, in nearly all cases, 
be found on careful examination of the tonsils. Dr. Daw- 
GON WILLIAMS gave the results of his observations on the 
ecurrence of certain widespread nervous disorders after 
infectious disorders and related particulars of a case of 
False Disseminated Sclerosis due to measles. A careful 
analytical paper, by Dr. ORD and Mr. G. WHITE, recorded 
the changes occurring in the urine in a case of Myxcedema 
treated by the administration of sheep’s thyroid. 

In the field of Surgery Dr. BALL, before the Surgical 
Section of the Royal Academy of Medicine of Ireland, dis- 
cussed the Treatment of Cancer of the Rectum by Excision, 
and gave the result of nine cases in his own practice. At 
the Plymouth Surgical Society Mr. GouGH produced « Sin. 
bonnet-pin removed by Perineal Incision from the Urethra 
of a man aged forty-three. Mr. HARRISON CRIPPS advocated 
the treatment of certain cases of Obstruction of the Large 
Intestine by Temporary Typhlotomy. Mr. D’Arcy PowER 
endeavoured to establish still more firmly the relationship 
between Wryneck and Congenital Hematoma of the Sterno- 
mastoid. Mr. ARBUTHNOT LANE advocated a more radical 
method of dealing with a Cancerous Breast, its Lymphatics 
and Glands. Mr. R. W. PARKER advocated a Transverse rather 
than a Vertical Incision in Supra-pubic Cystotomy. Mr. 
DoyNE, in a paper on Peculiar Foreign Bodies on the Cornea, 
suggested that some of these might be groups of the ‘‘scale 
insect.’’ In knee trouble depending upon an elongation of the 
ligamentum patelle Mr. WALSHAM advocated transplanta- 
tion of the tubercle of the tibia. Mr. KEETLEY described an 
operation for the prevention of shortening and other forms of 
mal-union after fracture, especially oblique fracture of the 
long bones, by steel pins lashed together externally with 
silver wire. A paper on the Physiology of Death from Trau- 
matic Fever came from the pen of Mr. J. D. MALcoLm. His 
object was to support the view of Dr. HALE WHITE that the 
phenomena of traumatic fever might be explained without 
assuming the existence of a poison circulating in the 
blood, and that the changes produced were brought about by 
peripheral stimulation of nerves acting on the nerve centres. 
Mr. TREVEs gave an account of a Large Lipoma of the Broad 
Ligament removed by operation. A case of Diaphragmatic 


Hernia, in which death was caused by vomiting, was brought 
forward by Drs. HALE and GOODHART. Dr. FRANKS described 
a case of True Floating Kidney, which he stitched back in 
the loin. Mr. WALTER RIVINGTON read a paper on some 

| cases of Fracture of Long Bones from Slight Causes in con- 
nexion with Tabes Dorsalis, Syphilis, and Paraplegia. Mr. 
PEABCE GOULD, inacase of Traumatic Rupture of the Urethra, 
advocated the method, at present largely in vogue in the Paris 
hospitals, of at once suturing the divided ends of the urethra. 

Mr. ARBUTHNOT LANE read notes of cases illustrating a new 
operation for Dorsal Dislocation of the Head of the Femur, 
in which the dislocated head was brought forwards and 
fixed in an excavation made in the ilium immediately beneath 
the anterior inferior spine. Mr. BucksToN BRowNE, 
writing on supra-pubic prostatectomy, held that the operation 
should never be undertaken as long as the ordinary catheter 
life was a tolerable one. Mr. F. A. SOUTHAM gave his 
opinion as to the indications for supra-pubic cystotomy in 
cases of tumour, stone, prostatic retention, and cystitis, and 
recorded seventeen operations. Mr. BRYANT related a case 
of Fibrous Polypus of the Prostatic Portion of the Urethra 
which he removed through a median perineal incision. 
Mr. MAkrtns, when discussing the prognosis of Sacro-iliac 
Disease, urged that, when due to tuberculosis, it was better 
than generally believed. Mr. RAYMOND JOHNSON treated a 
case of Lympho-Sarcoma of the Tonsil by external incision 

after ligature of the external carotid artery. Mr. Bruce 

CLARKE advocated treating Lupus of the Face by free 

excision and skin grafting with large flaps. Mr. BATTLE 

related some cases showing the difficulty that often sur- 
rounded the diagnosis of Abdominal Tumours. Mr. THORNLEY 

STOKER read a paper on the Operative Treatment of 

Trifacial Neuralgia, preferring avulsion and neurectomy to 

the various other methods. The Surgical Treatment of 

Neuralgia was subsequently discussed by Mr. CHARLES 

ATKIN. Dr. WHITE placed on record a case of Dislocation 

of the Lower End of the Ulma forwards. Mr. Mayo 

ROBSON advocated the Intravenous Injection of Normal 

Saline Solution in cases of shock, and later the same treat- 

ment was advised by Dr. HORROCKS in cases of hemorrhage 

met with in obstetric practice. The notes of a case of 

Laparotomy, with free incision of the sigmoid for volvulus, 

were contributed by Mr. MCARDLE, who advocated a trans- 

verse incision for evacuating the small intestine, and a 

longitudinal incision in the linear band opposite to the 

mesocolon when dealing with the large gut. Mr. KENDAL 

FRANKS read a paper on Resection of the Intestine and 

Immediate Suture in cases of Gangrenous Hernia, in which 

he advocated this procedure as the operation of choice. 

Mr. Bruce CLARKE described a condition which he named 

Acute Renal Dislocation, in which the pain was very 

acute, and the symptoms were in this respect, he 

thought, analogous to those associated with a dislocated 
joint. Mr. HASLAM related a _ successful case of 

Complete Excision of the Clavicle for Sarcoma. Mr. 

MARMADUKE SHEILD described a further instance of 

Hemorrhage from the Groin in Sloughing Bubo. Mr. 

BATTLE advocated Laparotomy in cases of subcutaneous 

rupture of the spleen, with, if necessary, excision of the 

organ. Mr. KEETLEY described his method of treating Spinal 

Abscess and reported the results of his experience. A case 
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of Bullet Wound of the Abdomen traversing the intestines 
was reported by Mr. 8. T. MILNER: laparotomy and suture 
of the perforations led to a successful issue. Mr. CHARLES 
SronHAM exhibited a case of Arterio-venous Aneurysm 
which had formed between the arteria dorsalis pollicis and 
the radial vein. Mr. CuRIstoPHER HEATH described a 
3loodless Method of Removing the Tongue, which was a 
modification of the procedure of Whitehead. Dr. 
W. Lee Dickinson and Mr. Warrington HAWARD 
communicated the details of a case of Perforating 
Gastric Ulcer treated by abdominal section. A thought- 
ful paper was contributed by Mr. G. A. BERRY on 
the Relation between Visual Acuity and Visual Efficiency, 
and he constructed a formula to express what he termed the 
**percentage value of general visual efficiency.’’ Dr. W. J. 
SMYLY read a report on his cases of Abdominal Section, in 
which he classified them according to the causation, and he 
indicated the cause of death in the fatal cases. Mr. Mayo 
Rosson, in a paper on Membranous Colitis, advocated 
inguinal colotomy followed by surgical treatment of the 
ulcerated surfaces and subsequent closure of the artificial 
anus. Later this surgeon contributed a paper on Visceral 
Adhesions as a cause of obscure abdominal pain, and quoted 
many cases in which a simple laparotomy, with separation of 
adhesions, had relieved distressing symptoms. Mr. SwWANzyY 
advocated the combined method of Cataract Extraction, and 
gave the results of 100 consecutive operations. Mr. RIcHARD- 
son Cross and Mr. E. TREACHER COLLINS contributed a 
paper on Epithelial Pearl Tumour in the Iris following 
Implantation of an Eyelash in the Anterior Chamber. Ina 
paper on the Diagnosis and Prognosis of Pathological 
Myopia, Dr. R. D. BATTEN advanced the view that a 
diagnosis of the constitutional cause of Myopia could 
be made from the condition of the fundus. Mr. Brp- 
WELL recorded a recovery after Gastro-jejunostomy and 
praised Halstead’s method of suture. Mr. KEETLEY’s paper 
on Operations without Anzsthesia illustrated the fluctuations 
of surgical opinion on this question. Mr. EpMUND OWEN’s 
valuable contribution on Strangulation of the Testis due 
to Axial Rotation of the Spermatic Cord elicited additional 
information on this ill-understood subject. Nephrectomy 
for Hydronephrosis was discussed by Mr. BLAND SvuTTON, 
who made many practical remarks on the treatment, advocat- 
ing in nephrectomy a close following of the rules laid down 
by Mr. Henry Morris. Mr. MANSELL MOULLIN brought for- 
ward a case of Traumatic Arachnoid Hemorrhage in which 
the symptoms occurred on the same side as the lesion. Dr. 
E. N. NAsoN showed a patient who had been trephined for 
Cerebral Abscess, which was successfully localised by focal 
symptoms to the centre governing the left arm and the left 
side of the face and tongue. Mr. HuRRY FENWICK showed 
a large Hydatid Cyst which he had removed from between 
the back of the bladder and the peritoneum. Mr. CLUTTON’s 
contribution on Arthrectomy of the Elbow-joint and Ankle- 
joint led to the expression of a general consensus of opinion 
as to the inadvisability of performing excision upon these 
joints in children. Mr. MCARDLE discussed the cause of 
occurrence of Ventral Hernia after Laparotomy. 

To Pathology there were many valuable contributions 
during the year. Dr. MILLIGAN at the Manchester Clinical 
Society pointed out that Naso-pharyngeal Adenoids should 








be considered as the local manifestation of a dyscrasia 
closely akin to scrofula, and that it was responsible for at 
least 50 per cent. of the nasal catarrhs of childhood ; he gave 
reasons for his advocacy of early surgical and radical inter- 
ference. Mr. EDMUND OWEN also dealt with this subject 
and urged the prompt removal of the hypertrophied tissue. 
Dr. NORMAN DALTON, when showing specimens of multiple 
Papillomata of the Colon and Rectum, suggested the possi- 
bility that one factor in their growth might be some develop- 
mental mistake. Mr. JACKSON CLARKE discussed once again 
the relation he believed to exist between Psorosperms and 
Cancer, but his views were held to be ‘‘ non-proven’’ by the- 
Morbid Growths Committee of the Pathological Society. The 
pathology of Blackwater Fever was dealt with by Dr. 
WHEATON, and the subject of Thrombosis of the Pulmonary 
Artery without Infarction was illustrated by a statistica) 
contribution from the pen of Dr. G. N. Pitt. In two instances- 
of melanotic growths of the skin Mr. J. HUTCHINSON, jun... 
demonstrated their nature to be carcinomztous. A rare- 
variety of Intra-cardiac Polypus was exhibited by Dr. 
VoELCKER. The Reducing Power of Normal Urine was. 
investigated by Mr. STILLINGFLEET JOHNSON, who showed 
that one-fourth of the reducing action was due to uric acid 
and the remaining three-fourths to kreatinin, sugar taking no 
part init. Dr. KLEIN criticised recent experimental work in 
the direction of Anticholeraic ‘‘Vaccination.’? Mr. CoNOLLY 
NorMAN exhibited the stomach of an idiot containing diffuse 
adenomata. A discussion by Mr. TREVES of the Pathology 
of Typhlitis showed that advocacy of milder measures of 
treatment had followed greater familiarity with the clinical 
features of this affection. The Pathology and Treatment of 
Affections of the Appendix Vermiformis were discussed in 
Edinburgh by Dr. AFFLECK and Dr. JoHN DUNCAN. 
Papers on Madura disease were contributed by Drs. Boyce, 
SURVEYOR, and R. T. HEWLETT. Mr. WARRINGTON HAWARD: 
showed six dissected specimens of hammer-toe and stated his 
belief that the condition was primarily a muscular affection. 
Mr. A. H. TUBBY, as a result of study of the process of 
regeneration of fibrous tissue as exemplified in tendons, felt 
convinced that true tendon tissue was not formed. A fatal 
case of primary tuberculous cystitis in a child was put on 
record by Dr. S. Bontor. Dr. ALEXANDER MOoRISON 
recorded an instance in which peri-dental suppuration had 
given rise to pulmonary abscess. Dr. TURNEY related 
an instance of chylous pleurisy and ascites in which a 
thrombus around the opening of the thoracic duct was 
due to the lodgment there of a cancerous embolus. Dr. 
JULIUS DRESCHFELD exhibited specimens from a well-marked 
case of Acute Polio-encephalo-myelitis in a female aged 
thirty-six. Dr. Rockiirre of Hull showed a Tumour of 
the Optic Nerve of Gliomatous Characters. A very curious 
specimen exhibited by Mr. Lreorpotp Hupson of Pyo- 


nephrosis of the Lower Half of a Kidney with two Ureters- 


not only demonstrated the danger from consecutive pyelitis 


to which a patient was liable when a ureter opened into the 


urethra, but it also raised an interesting question in 


embryology. A case of Multiple Syphilitic Arthritis was. 


brought forward by Mr. BowLBy, whose observations con- 


firmed those of Professor ViRcHOW as to the pathology of this. 
condition. Dr. CHAFFEY exhibited a series of microscopic: 


specimens to illustrate the pathology of Diphtherial Paralysis. 
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The symptoms exhibited by a patient suffering from disease 
of the Corpora Quadrigemina were investigated from the 
pathological side by Dr. FREDERICK TAYLOR. Dr. BEEVOR 
recorded a case of Syphilitic Tumours of the Spinal Cord with 
Syringomyelia. 
Mr. BIDWELL of a specimen of Rodent Ulcer occurring in a 
birth-mark led to a conflict of opinion as to the precise 
MyYLeEs dealt with the 
generally accepted views on the Pathology and Treatment of 
Urinary Fistula. Dr. G. N. Pirt demonstrated the presence 
of Multiple Fibroid Nodules in four cases of Osteo-arthritis. 
Dr. HANDFORD in discussing a case of Multiple Venous 


symptoms simulating The exhibition by 


pathology of this affection. Mr. 


Thrombosis led to an expression of opinion that many of 
these cases were due to the presence of nucleo-albumen in 
the blood. A specimen of Diphtheria of the Stomach was 
brought forward by Dr. Sotrau FENWICK. 

In the department of Obstetrics and Gynzcology Dr. 
HERMAN gave a careful analysis of 407 cases of Backward 
Displacement of the Uterus with a view to demonstrate the 
relative frequency of local symptoms. A case of Subserous 
Uterine Hematocele in a girl aged eleven, which simulated 
acute appendicitis, was described by Mr. BARKER. In his 
valedictory address to the Obstetrical Society Dr. J. WATT 
BLACK, in order to present an estimate of the value of the 
late Professor CREDE'’s work, gave an account of the 
Management of the Third Stage of Labour from the earliest 
times. Mr. J. Lewis OWEN read the notes of a case of 
Retroversion of a Gravid Uterus Septus. 
Ligature of the Pedicle in Ovariotomy Mr. ALBAN DoRAN 


In a paper on 


advocated the use of China twist silk tied in the simplest loop 
and knot. 
with in papers by Drs. CULLINGWORTH, JOHN PHILLIPS, and 
SINCLAIR STEVENSON. Mr. ALBAN DORAN contributed some 
useful notes on Cystic Myomata of the Uterus and later 


The subject of Extra-uterine Gestation was dealt 


gave the results of his study of the Absorption of Uterine 
Myomata. Dr. GILEs’s observations on the Lochia led him 
to believe that their quantity bore some definite relation to 
the amount habituatiy lost during menstruation, and that 
the discharges during menstruation, during labour, and 
during puerperium were all usually more profuse in dark 
women. He also contributed an interesting paper on the 
Longings of Pregnant Women, and he reviewed the ideas 
currently held as to the etiology of the sickness of pregnancy. 
Dr. BoXALL, with great labour and intelligence, brought 
together a series of facts bearing on the Relation of 
External Meteorological Conditions to the Incidence of 
Febrile Illness in Childbed, and his 
interesting, are not at all easy to understand or explain. 


conclusions, though 


Dr. BRAXTON HIcKS made a further contribution to our 


clinical knowledge of Puerperal Diseases. Many cases of 
Axial Rotation of Ovarian Cysts were recorded during the 
year. 

Under the head of Epidemiology we notice a 
statistical contribution by Dr. WHITELEGGE on Measles, Major 
and Minor, demonstrating that the keynote of the epidemio- 
logy of this affection was its stability of type. Dr. KENNETH 
M‘LEoD systematically discussed the remarkable epidemic 


useful 


of dropsy that prevailed in Calcutta and other places in the 
cold seasons from 1877 to 1880, and contended that it should 
be differentiated from Beri-beri. Post-scarlatinal Diphtheria 
was dealt with by Dr. R. D. R. Sweeting. Dr. DonALp 





: = 


|; asked whether the many clinical conditions known under 
this name could be due to the same contagion. African 
hemoglobinuric fever was PATRICK 
MANSON, who sketched the natural history of this disease 


Hoop, in a communication on the Etiology of Rétheln, 


discussed by Dr. 


and deprecated the ascribing to malarial influences every 
febrile condition experienced by a person who had resided in 
the tropics. The report of the committee on the Periods of 
Incubation and Contagiousness of certain Infectious Diseases 
was issued by the Clinical Society. Dr. 8. MonckTON COPEMA® 
contributed the results of an elaborate study of the Inter-rela- 
tions and Bacteriology of Variola and Vaccinia. The contribu- 
tions to State Medicine, Public Health, and other subjects were 
numerous and of good quality. Among them we notice that 
the subject of Generalised Vaccinia was discussed by 
Dr. CotcotTt Fox and Dr. ACLAND. A critical paper by 
Dr. REGINALD DUDFIELD on the Sanitary Certification of 
Houses was illustrated by the practice of the local authority 
at Eastbourne. Dr. NIVEN, in a paper on the Preven- 
Phthisis, 


knowledge as to the communicability of this disease, and 


tion of reviewed the present position of our 
at a later meeting at Oldham compulsory notification was 
The Dwellings of the Poor formed the subject 
WORTHINGTON, 
and present conditions of housing of 
The Society 


urged. 


of an essay by Mr. LOCKE who dis 
cussed the 
the weekly wage-earners in and around towns. 
of Medical Officers of Health, appreciating the value of 


is to be forearmed, 


past 


the maxim that to be forewarned 
devoted two of their meetings to a consideration of the 
measures to be taken in the event of a cholera invasion 
The address by Mr. APPLEYARD on some Hygienic Pointe 
applicable to Bradford might be taken to heart by many 
another large town in the kingdom. Mr. BERRY showed a 
Specimen of Bullet Wound of the Heart, interesting from 
the fact that the bullet coursed through the chest from left 
to right, although the patient was not a left-handed man. 
Dr. THURSFIELD, in a paper on Deaths of Mothers in Child- 
bed considered as Preventable Mortality, divided these cases 





| into two distinct classes—those from puerperal fever and 
those due to accidents of childbirth, the greater number 
of the latter being due to want of proper obstetrical atten- 
tion skill. Dr. GAGE Brown 


Fatal Asphyxia following the administration of 


and related a case of 
nitrous 
oxide gas. Mr. HUTCHINSON delivered at Reading in the 
autumn an address on the Printing Press and Library 
that 


cor 


containing much 


WALTER 


in relation to Medical Progress, 


was entertaining and instructive. Dr. 
tributed a very useful paper on the Comfort of the 
Patient, and gave many practical hints. Some valuable 
suggestions in the interest of the Eyesight of Children 
were made by Dr. CHARLES WRAY. 


regret that the exigencies of space have compelled us te 


In conclusion, we 


attempt nothing more than an outline of what has beer 
accomplished at the Societies during the year. One of their 
most useful functions, the bringing together and discussing 
of living clinical specimens, has been maintained and extended 
during the time under review. These ‘‘clinical meetings,™ 
we repeat, are of immense value for the purposes of mutual 
instruction and for the dissemination of clinical knowledge 
and we hope to see a still further development in this direc 


tion in the future. 
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Norwegian). Thus of the specimens examined—six in 
all—one only had been produced artificially, and this 
specimen gave indifferent results on chemical analysis, 


but of an eminently satisfactory kind in the light of bac- 
teriological inquiry, practically no development of colonies 


of organisms taking place in culture. Two of the specimens 


| imported from Norway, whilst yielding a satisfactory chemi- 


: z = = — 

. Analytic ds y Commissions. 

, In consequence of the steps taken fifteen months ago to 
increase the accommodation of Tak LANCET laboratory and | 
the ) facilitate the important and interesting work of this 
department, the past year, as was predicted, has proved | 
to be one of even greater activity than usual. The first Com- 
mission was devoted to an investigation which was instituted 
to ascertain the action of carbonic acid (CO,) in a us 

on various metals, and especially upon those 
ised in the preparation of aerated beverages. It 
was shown in the report which appeared in ThE LANCB1 
of Jan. 7, 1893, that water containing an excess of CO, is 
capable « king distinct and injurious quantities of lead 

; copper, and zinc into solution. This is not so, how- 

4 ever, Wi tin, and our Commissioners accordingly were 
led to emphasise the necessity of using tin in 
all the fittings and connexions of mineral - water 


machinery. At the same time evidence was given showing 
that such a step was not impracticable. We have learned 
with satisfaction that the suggestions embodied in this 
report have largely been acted upon, and with marked 


The next inquiry 








success, from the point of view indicated. 

was one of colossal proportions, and one which affected the 

vital interests of a very large section of the community. 
f We refer to the report of THe LANcgT Special Sanitary 
i Commission of Inquiry concerning the Water-supply of 
A: Chicago, U.S.A., which appeared in THE LANCET of 
p April 8th. The report, which was undertaken in the in- 
} terests of English visitors to the city on tl casion of 
fi the World’s Fair, occupied nineteen pages of the journal 
i and dealt very exhaustively with the systems of 
i drainage and water-supply of that city. The 
i number of samples of water secured in Chicago, and 
B subsequently analysed in THE LANCET Laboratory, was 
; twenty-four, and no less than 400 single analytical deter- 
ie minations of the most precise order were made. The results 
4 contained in the report are well known, and were the subject 
? of considerable comment in the papers both at home and 
d abroad ; and, in spite of the mass of criticism pronounced on 


the work, principally in the American press, it is due to our 
F Cr 


they obtained remain unchallenged. 


ymmissioners to add that the results of the analyses which 
A question of consider- 
able interest was discussed ina report emanating from our 


analytical department on the tannin and theine in China and 





Indian teas which appeared in THE LANcET of July Ist. 


Several analyses in regard to the amount of these constituents 





| great, ar 


; A . . P | 
under varying conditions of making the infusion were made 


and published, and while it was shown that the China teas 
contain from 5 to 6 per cent. of tannin and the Indian teas 
10 per cent. the proportion of theine in each was found to be 
The best methods for preparing tea 


sudstant 


illy the same. 








were discussed, and certain devices known to exist were con- 


























demned on the evidence afforded by the experiments. The 


cal analysis, were decidedly bad on bacteriological grounds. 
Three other specimens of imported ice, though furnishing no 
condemnatory evidence on chemical examination, yielded 
The 


great problem of smoke prevention and perfect combustion 


bacteriological results such as to give rise to suspicion. 





has again been vigorously attacked, and this time on a scale 
far outstripping all previous undertakings of the character. 
rhe report published in THE LANCET of Nov. 25th, 1893, 
cas-heating, and gas-cooking 
of 


of 


Cealt with gaseous fuel, 


the 


various 


and number analytical operations 


with 


appliances, 


conducted gas-heating apparatus 
The 


close 


types 
in THE LANCET Laboratory was no less than 600. 
work which this investigation involved occupied 
upon a year, taking into consideration occasional interrup- 
tions. The interest taken in the report was exceptiona’, 
judging from the large batch of correspondence with which 
its publication was followed. Indisputable evidence also of 
this interest is seen in the fact that, in response to the great 
number of applications for copies of the article by gas 
companies ard others, the publisher undertook to meet 


the demand by issuing 500,000 reprints. As the report 


| was published quite recently, we need not here recapitu- 
. 


late the results Finally, the ‘‘ Analytical Records from 
THE LANCET Laboratory ’’ of 1893 are in no sense behind 
those of previous years. The continued interest shown, 
and the appreciation taken, in the column devoted to 


this work are due doubtless to the plan which we have for 
some time adopted—viz , that of recording without exception 
the results of our own experience and observations as 
obtained from experimental inquiry as to the merits of the 
various preparations which are submitted to this department. 
rhe number of substances so dealt with during the past year 
was 120, in the examination of which about 214 analytical 
determinations were conducted, bringing the total number of 


analytical operations, including those made for Special Com- 


missions, to 948, or not far from one thousand. 


The Benevolent Age cit 


Unfortunately the demand upon these agencies is still 


8 of the Profession. 


d in a large degree is not met even by the great 
charities that exist in the profession. Witness the unelected 
candidates at Epsom, exceeding ten times the number of the 


elected, the painful appeals in our own columns for families 


left unprovided for, and the many more such families who 


continued prevalence of unusually hot weather during the | 
I § 


summer season of the past year led us to undertake, in the 
interests of public health, an inquiry into the character and 
quality of the ice-supply of London. ‘The report appeared in 
Tue Lancet of July 29th, and contained both bacterio- 
logic 
cured in different parts of the metropolis. 


il and chemical analyses of various samples of ice pro- 
It was found that 


the bulk of the ice supplied to London is natural (generally | the year 1893 will be published in our next issue. 


do not appeal but suffer straitness in silence. We can only 
take this opportunity of commending to prosperous members 
of the profession those benevolent agencies which exist in it. 
The Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of 
Medical Men has still to complain that its great advantages 
are not appreciated by practitioners within the metropolitan 
area. The British Medical Benevolent Fund ministers most 
valuably, but with painful limitations, to medical men in 
temporary embarrassment and to widows and orphans of 


medical men. The report of THE LaNnceET Relief Fand for 
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Honours to Medical Men. 

The list of honours conferred upon medical men during 
the past year is by no means a long one, but it contains the 
names of many who have done their duty to their country 
and to their profession. Dr. WILLIAM HENRY BROADBENT, 
M.D. Lond., F.R.C.P., was made a baronet upon the occasion 
of the marriage of his illustrious patient H R.H. the Duke of 
York, and a fortnight later the announcement that Dr. 
FRANCIS LAKING, M.D. Heidelb., M.R.C.P. Lond., had been 
knighted was made. Dr. CHARLES CAMERON, M.P., was also 
granted a baronetcy, while Dr. BENJAMIN WARD RICHARD- 
SON, whose work is so well known, and Dr. WILLIAM O. 
PRIESTLEY, who has rendered no little service to the pro- 
fession by his obstetrical work, have received the order of 
knighthood. Mr. G. A. PILKINGTON, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.8.A., 
was also made a knight. Surgeon-Colonel ARCHIBALD 
HAMILTON HILson, M.D. Edin., late Inspector-General of Civil 
Hospitals in Bengal, and Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel DAvip 
DouGLas CUNNINGHAM, M B. Edin., have been appointed 
Companions of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire. 
Mr. EDWARD CHARLES STIRLING, M.D Camb., F.R.C.S Eng., 
Senior Surgeon to the Adelaide Hospital and Member of the 
Council of the University of Adelaide in the Colony of South 
Australia ; Mr. PHILIP BURNARD CHENERY AYRES, M.R.C.S8. 
Eng., L.R.C.P. Edin., Colonial Surgeon and Inspector of 
Hospitals in the Colony of Hong Kong; and Mr. FRaAvycis 
Henry LOveLL, MRCS.Eng, LSA, Chief Medical 
Officer and President of the General Board of Health, 
Mauritius, have been made Companions of the Order of Bt. 
Michael and St. George. 

Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund. 

The record of this fund for the year 1893 is not altogether 
satisfactory. The amount raised was £39,290 19s. 11d., 
which is lower than it has been for several years. Perhaps, 
considering the depressed state of trade during the year, it 
is a matter for congratulation that the decrease was not 
greater. It is gratifying to know that the desire to con- 
tribute to the fund is extending, as is shown by the fact that 
the number of congregations contributing in 1893 was thirty- 
one larger than that of the preceding year. 
shows a growing confidence in the council of the fund and 


Such an increase 


in the justness of its laws. 
Obituary. 

The duty of recalling the obituary of any year is always a 
sad one. This year it is unusually so, the list including not 
only the names of many who have lived a long and complete 
life, but also of some who had but lately entered the pro- 
fession, and who were full of promise. 


‘* Mixta senum ac juvenum densentur funera.’’ 


Restricting ourselves mainly to our own country, there 
seems, too, an exceptional number of deaths of men of 
note and fame from whom the profession and the public 
It is difficult to make 
even a small selection from the names in our own list illustrat- 


might have hoped for years of service. 


ing the melancholy truth of these reflections. Several medical 
men died aged over ninety years, including Mr. CHARLES CLAY 
of Manchester, or rather of Poulton-le-Fylde, whose historical 
merit it was to have been, if not the first ovariotomist, the 
first to show that that operation could be performed with 
results more beneficent than any of the major operations of 





surgery, and who, besides, was an authority in geology, 
archeology, and numismatics. Mr. HENRY PRATT ROBARTS 
reached the great age of ninety-one, after a brilliant career 
at the schools and a useful life. Among centenarians who 


died during the course of the year was Dr. SEVERIN 


WIELOBYCKI, who had long resided in London. He could 
bear the weight of 100 years well enough to receive a public 
ovation on his birthday, but finally succumbed to the effects 
of a third attack of influenza. He was an early riser and 
a staunch teetotaler. Dr. TILT, who had done some gool 
obstetric work, died at the age of seventy-eight. Mr. 
Henry Hopaes of Ludlow died aged eighty-seven. He 
had practised there for sixty-two years, and was called 
Dr. DRENNAN, consulting phy- 
sician to the Belfast Royal Hospital, and a late lecturer in 


‘*the poor man’s friend.’’ 


the Leeds School of Medicine, reached the age of eighty-four. 
Mr. ALFRED BAKER of Birmingham, the intimate friend 
of Sir William Bowman and Dr. Hodgson, died aged seventy- 


Among very young lives of great promise that have 


eight. 
been cut short we may mention Dr. ARTHUR ELLIS 
DURHAM, aged twenty-eight, and Mr. WILLIAM FREER 
Lucas, aged twenty-three. Both contracted diphtheria in 
the course of their duties, the one as acting resident medical 
Hospital and the 
the Middlesex Hospital. 


officer at the London Fever other 


as resident medical officer at 
The death of Dr. JAMES ANDERSON, aged forty, and of Mr. 
Makcus BEcK and of Dr. W. B. HADDEN, occurring nearly 
together, at the respective ages of fifty and thirty-seven, 
that of Mr. CHARLES CoTEs, aged thirty-three, that of 
Dr. HERBERT HARDING ASHDOWN, aged thirty-four, and 
that of Surgeon-Major PARKE, aged thirty-five, caused 
the deepest grief and shock, qualified only by thankfulness 
for their well-lived lives and for their contributions to 
science and humanity, which were quite disproportionate 
to their years. Inspector-General J. R. TAYLor, C.B., who 
had seen many battles and was the author of a plan 
for the systematic classification of wounds occurring on the 
The death of Surgeon-Colonel 


GODWIN at Rawal Pindi from dysentery was 


field, died aged eighty-three. 
om. %-. 
sadly premature ; that of Deputy-Surgeon-General WILLIAM 
WALKER, whose administration of the Gaol Department of 
the North-West Provinces, and of the Gaol and Medical 
Departments of Oudh in addition, gained for him the 
special thanks of the Government of India and other 
rewards, was a cause of great regret to his family and 
a large circle of friends; and deeply mourned were the 
losses of Brigade-Surgeon W. B. RAMSBOTHAM and Brigade- 
ALEXANDER 
and considerable 


Surgeon STEPHEN COULL MACKENZIE. Dr. 
HENKY was a of wide 


linguistic facility and literary ability. Dr. Percy WHITE, 


man learning 
who was the son of a late President of the British Dental 
Association, was himself rising rapidly in the same branch of 
Mr. ARTHUR HENSMAN was aural surgeon to 
Van BUREN fell a 


the profession. 
the Middlesex Hospital. Dr. HAWARD 
victim at the early age of thirty-four to bis efforts against the 
Dr. RAYS WILLI4 MS 
Lunacy Commission, a 


epidemic of typhoid fever at Worthing. 


was a member of the former 


lecturer on mental diseases at St. Thomas’s Hospital, 


and well known for his experience in asylum administration. 
Dr J. B. GILBERTSON, as a justice of the peace for the 


borough of Preston and coroner for one of the divisions of 
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the nty of Lancashire, was an important and poy | | We exist to be their medium and to be their helpers, and 
spected citizen. Dr. W. K. McMorp1£ was a well-known with bright hopes of codperation in future days we take leave 
of the year 1893. 


| SNS 


Annotations, 


** Ne quid nimis.” 


ish obstetrician. Of the eminent foreign physicians who 





ive passed away during the year, one, Dr. JAMES 
MoOLESCHOTT, may be said to have achieved a European 


reputation of the first order, while his Italian confrér $ | 





Drs. CANTANI and PACCHIOTTI were also known far beyond 


their national boundaries. Dr. BENJAMIN BALL, Professor ell 








Mental Medicine at the Faculty of Paris, was for many year 
atethanes te Tum tan “he ecudet | | THE VACCINATION RETURNS OF THE METRO- 
ay 1ed contributor to j LANCET ane faS also a guis 
os cee POLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD 

of the highest order. Mr. RoBerT BENTLEY, Emeritus Pro- | : F P 
A RECENT search for certain material bearing on the 

; toll : question of the degree of the protection afforded by vacci- 
f the best known teachers of his subject in England. There [1 nation of one and another sort against severity of attack 





les f Botany at King’s College, London, was certainly one 





hav en many deaths amongst distinguished general prac- | in small- pox, leads us to draw attention, at a time when 

titioners, and we must mention those of Mr. F. W. Jowers | a new series of returns is likely to be commenced, to a 

f Brighton, Mr. J. G. BARrorp of Wokingham, Mr. | very unfortunate omission in the recent reports of the 
- lite +7 . 

Hewer and Dr. Crier of Highbury, and Dr. MaTrHEw Statistical Committee of ane eae Acyinmes Board. 

ae + Witiedinedt ‘Mhciensin Ginna Tasisiolane In their report for 1891 the committee very properly 

; decline to waive their requirement as to the re- 


ef Dublin die fron meumonia, and his at re F ; : 
n died —_= Ppoocmm, © is death WAS | cord of evidence such as is obtainable with regard 
| 


uch f in the profession and in the General Medical |to the condition of vaccination in those admitted to 
Council, in which he had sat for many years. Dr. | their small-pox hospitals, and they publish amongst 
GRAILyY Hewirr’s death, after much imperfection of | their reasons for so doing the observations made by Dr. 


Seaton, one of their members, and the demands of the Local 


ealth, occasioned less surprise but not less regret as | ~ > P , 
Government Board. Dr. Seaton, in formulating the infor- 


that lili ¢ na } rvine rwneecoloci an . 
1a f a diligent and observing gynecologist and a . a 
. mation which it is desirable to obtain, refers especially to the 
€ 2) nd kindlw m: Yr THrowaAs \WKESLEY divide s ca 
ger kindly man. Dr. THoMAS HAWKESLEY divided | need of recording the ‘“‘severity of the attack ’’ of small-pox 
hj > } ween Iiyt} fF ¢ y , ‘tice : net : . . re ‘ ° 
his life between the duties of a large practice and splendid | jn connexion with the condition of the patient as regards 


philanthropic schemes. Mr. SEPTIMUS SIBLEY at one time | vaccination. But when the returns issued by the Committee 
ined it-is found that this very information is 








represented the general practitioners on the Council of the | 4re exa 

Royal College of Surgeons, and was well known in the | °mitted from the statistics, and that in consequence much 
, that is on in tabulated form is practically worthless for 

acient ul literary worlds Iwo deaths stand out con- 





; : j the purposes of those who desire to accumulate facts 
9% the protesmen—that of Frotemor CHARCOT § | teosing upon the influence of vaccination on small-pox. 
The same comment applies to the 1892 report, and we 
f nerve disease constitute a great advance in medicine, | would here remind the Committee of the conditions which 
nd that of Sir ANDREW CLARK at home, who was at once | they themselves have laid down, and urge them to see 
and | that these conditions are complied with. The Metropolitan 
very conspicuous representative of British medicine. We Asylums Board has, beyond almost all other bodies, the 

a : zs ; opportunity of obtaining skilled and trustworthy returns, 
wre too near the influence of Sir ANDREW CLARK'S per- | 224 hence it is to be deplored that those relating to small-pox 
sonality and the impression produced by his death for it to | should be so larg ‘ely vitiated by the failure of the Board’s staff 
he necessary to descant on either. His funeral in West- | to comply with their own conditions, or by the failure of the 
Committee to publish the matériei which they require to be 
given tothem. And whilst we are on this subject we would 
refer to another matter. Cases of small-pox are received into 








aris, whose ¢ lation of the pathology of large groups 


the President of the Royal College of Physi 





minster Abbey was a public event, Mr. Gladstone being 


among the pall-bearers, and the Abbey was as crowded as 








when a great statesman or soldier is borne to his rest. s : 3 . 
the hospital ships as to which, even on the first, second, and 
We leave the year 1893 with a grudge for such havoc as it | third days of the eruption, the medical staff are unable to 
wi ht, but w ved pride in the profession whose give any account of their vaccination, on the ground that 
obituary suggests suc er and such services | marks that may exist are ‘‘obscured by eruption.”’ But, 
’ having regard to the somewhat lengthened period of conva- 
. —_— lescence during which, in the vast majority of such cases, the 
It is not to be supposed that even sad and disappointing | character of any existing vaccination marks could without 


| much, if any, difficulty be ascertained, it seems a thousand 
| pities that no record as to vaccination in such cases is made 
and on lished, except that which is based on an examina- 


years are without their uses. The year that has all but 


is Seen progress enough to be the parent of a year of 





. ter results. The great process of evolution, in nature or 
. i . . —ti—o—l‘ « «<<. * period of the attack when it is most 
rare inter? + } . mM 7 lepressio _ 7 . 
a not interrupted by a temporary depression of difficult, in a number of cases, to obtain trustworthy infor- 
things. « y what seems to us to be the untimely ending of | mation. This return ‘‘ obscured by eruption ”’ has tended to 
great or promising lives. The light is handed on with ever- | appear more frequently than formerly. It should tend to 


mereasing certainty and hope to those who survive, and with | decrease, if not altogether to disappear, in vaccinated 
| persons, if the record were revised and verified before the 





ever-increasing inducements to them to work faithfully and * eth - 
’ 4 . : daa ischarge the patients. 
ypefully In medicir there are stern battles still to be a : me — we 
' t ¢t secrets still to be disclosed. and cres =) | 
: @ disclosed, and great will | UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 
the record of those who fight well and wrest from 


—- THE number of students of medicine who matriculated at 
mysterious nature more light on her gre ocesses of life | 1; ws : : é i me 

Spa gE Se pats her great processes of life | Edinburgh niversity during the present winter is 1278, of 
anddeath. All such fighters and workers have our sympathy. whom 243 are in the first year of study, 220 in the second, 233 
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in the third, 271 in the fourth, and 31lin the fifth year. It was 
anticipated that the New Ordinances and the compulsory five 
years’ curriculum would diminish the numbers. ‘The slight 
falling off in the number of entrants last year was, no doubt, 
due to the above changes ; but the distinct rise in the number 
of entrants this year shows that the deterring effect of recent 
changes has been slight and transient. 
VACCINATION AND FIVE O’CLOCK TEA. 

We have always maintained that there was one school- 
master that would drive the public to vaccination—viz , 
small-pox. The peculiarity of the anti-vaccinationists is 
serious, but very simple. They have no sense of pro- 
portion. With this defect there goes generally a certain 
excess—that of conceit in their own personal opinion, which 
is set up against that of generations and practically the whole 
medical profession. But let small-pox clearly appear in 
its aggressive form, and the demand for vaccination appears 
also—sometimes, indeed, too late to save those who have 
neglected it. The last illustration of the unabated belief in 
vaccination is given by the Paris correspondent of a con- 
temporary, who reports that small-pox prevails in Paris, and 
that invitations are sent out to afternoon teas at which a 
cow and a doctor are in attendance. The invitation runs 
now not ‘‘ on fera de la musique,’’ but ‘‘ on vaccinera.’’ 


THE TEMPERANCE HOSPITAL, 


THE authorities of the Temperance Hospital are to be com- 
mended on their following the example of other hospitals in 
publishing an annual report of their medical and surgical work ; 
and the registrar, Dr. Leonard Wilde, is to be congratulated 
upon the production of the able report for the year 1892, 
which now lies before us. We venture to think that such 
reports will prove of great value, considering the aims of the 
institution, which are defined in the ‘‘Prefatory Note’’ as ‘‘the 
treatment of disease without the ordinary use of alcohol.”’ 
I'he hospital contains 86 beds, and during the year 859 
patients were under treatment, of whom 54 died. ‘The cases 
are analysed in three divisiors: (1) Medical, (2) Surgical, 
and (3) Ophthalmic; and besides the general tables there 
are special summaries and tables of the more important 
aminations 





vroups of cases, as well as of the post-mortem ex 
made during the year. There were 35 cases of pneumonia, 29 
being acute lobar pneumonia, of whom 4 died (one man died 
on admissicn). Not one of the patients had alcohol at any 
time, but in four cases ether was given, and in seven 
cases cxygen inhalations ard hot nutrient enemata or car- 
bonate of ammonia disolved in hot coffee were administered. 
It is noteworthy that 10 of the patients were under 5 
years of age, and only two were : 
The fatal cases were aged 4 months 








> No . ] 


42, and £6 
years respectively. There were on'y five cases of enteric 
fever ; all recovered, and the treatment by cold cr tepid 
baths (prolonged immersion) was carried out with very 
satisfactory results. Particulars are given of six cases of 

y milk diet 
im. ‘Ike table 


ve the age of 35. 
, 





alcoholism, which were gene: 
at first, ard by chloral in preference to opi 
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is much gocd 
work done in this department, and interesting details 


of surgical operations shows that there 





are given of certain relieved cases, amongst which we note 
one of nerve suture for old jnjury to ulnar and median 
nerves, in which the pa 








alytic and trophic disturbances, 
appeared after the sutures. One 
case of successful ovariotomy for an enormous cyst is 
recorded. A rare case of tuberculous ulcer of the breast, 





which were very marked 


which simulated cancer, ard for which excision had been 
performed, is described. The condition dated from an 
injury two years pr eviously. The tuberculous disease 
was purely local, with infection of axillary glands. The 


Ophthalmic report contains tables of the operation for 
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cataract—20 cases of extraction of hard cataract and 10 of 
removal of soft cataract. The results appear to have been 
good, In an appendix there are the full notes of a case of 
erysipelas following mammary abscess, in which alcohol was 
administered. ‘This is published in accordance with a rule 
of the hospital which ordains that any case in which alcohol 
is prescribed shall be fully detailed and the effects of the 
administration noted. 


WANT OF TACT ON THE PART OF SANITARY 
INSPECTORS. 


COMPLAINTS have lately reached us of what, we fear, 
must be regarded as undue interference on the part of sani- 
tary inspectors in dealing with cases of infectious disease. 
It appears that in some instances which have come to our 
knowledge inspectors have so far exceeded their duty as to 
endeavour, by a cross-examination of the patient, to ascer- 
tain whether in their opinion the case was of the nature 
notified, and they have, moreover, in doing this apparently 
been quite regardless of what might be the effect upon 
the patient of, this startling line of action. ‘his condition 
of affairs is naturally resented by the medical practitioner 
in charge of the case, and, we must say, justly so. It 
would be quite impossible, if this practice were to become 
general, for the machinery of public health to work at all 
smoothly and effectually. We have on several occasions 
pointed out that, in our opinion, it is only in very exceptionsl 
instances that even a medical officer of health is justified, 
unless his assistance is invited by the medical practitioner, in 
questioning the accuracy of a diagnosis, and we cannot too 
strongly condemn this utterly unwarranted interference on 
the part of sanitary inspectors, whose knowledge of medical 
matters must be not only of the most elementary but also of 
the most empirical character. The examination of patients /s 
certainly not one of the duties imposed upon sanitary inspectors 
by the Public Health Acts or by any order of the Local 
Government Board. 


ANOTHER LEICESTER HOSPITAL EXPERIMENT. 


1 | 


OUR readers will recollect the disastrous consequences 
which resulted last year at Leicester from the attempt to 
treat small-pox and other infectious diseases on the same site. 
It will be remembered how owing to small-pox spread- 
ing to the scarlet fever patients the Sanitary Committee 
were compelled, in order to prevent a further scandal, to send 
all those suffering from scarlet fever, and who were therefore 
in an infectious condition, back to their own homes. In 
spite of this catastrophe Leicester has apparently decided to 
repeat the experiment in a modified manner. ‘The Sanitary 
Committee, recognising that small-pox seems to be always with 
them and that they may not improbably have to face a seasonal 
recrudescence of the disease during the next six months, 
have decided, subject to the approval of the Finance Com- 
mittee, to expend 





on the erection of wood and corru- 
gated iron huts for the isolation of patients suffering from 
the disease. It is proposed to erect these buildings on a strip 


of land some 





0 yards in width, knownas ‘‘ Freaks Ground’ 
and situated between the present fever hospital and the 


parish of Newfoundpool. Curiously enough, it is in New- 
foundpool that most of the small-pox cases continue to occur, 
and Mr. Blenkarne, a medical practitioner in Leicester, 
expresses an opinion in the Leicester Daily Express that the 
present fever hospital, in which small-pox is being treated, is 
itself a centre of infection and the cause of the continued 
presence of the disease in Newfoundpool. Without a more 
complete knowledge of the facts than we possess, we must 
refrain from Giscussing this point, but we must say that on 
general principles we are in entire accord with Mr. Blenkarne 
when he advocates that the proposed expenditure should go 


towards erecting a proper small-pox hospital much farther 
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from the town in some isolated spot,’’ and we would add 
that, in face of the evidence which has now accumulated as 
to the influence of small-pox hospitals in spreading the 
disease around them, it is a most serious step on the part of 
Leicester to erect a temporary structure for small-pox 
between the fever hospital and a populous district. Surely 
there are plenty of sites near Leicester which might be 
obtained, and upon which, pending the erection of a per- 
manent building, a temporary structure might, if necessary, 


be placed. 


PARISH COUNCILS AND PARISH NURSES. 


ONE of the greatest needs of rural life is a parish nurse 
capable of rendering efficient aid to the poor in the absence 
of the medical man, whose visits cannot of necessity be as 
frequent as they are in large centres of population. Manya 
life is now lost for want of aid of this kind, for medical 
advice without good nursing is often of comparatively little 
avail. Efforts are not infrequently made by the charitable 
residents in a village to supply nursing assistance to 
the poor; but in the absence of any public authority 
which can undertake the responsibility of the small annual 
expense incurred in the maintenance of a nurse these efforts, 
although encouraged by the local medical practitioner, fre- 
quently fail. While the Local Government Bill is now before 
Parliament it is well deserving of consideration whether the 
power to provide a parish nurse might not be conferred 
on parish councils. It isa suggestion which would have the 
hearty support of medical men practising in rural districts, 
and we earnestly commend it to those members of the 
medical profession who are in the House of Commons. 


THE GOVERNMENT AND SALVATION ARMY 
SHELTERS. 


THE occurrence of certain cases of small-pox amongst 
persons seeking accommodation in the shelters of the Salvation 
Army, together with the decision given, on appeal, by Mr. 
Justice Wills and Mr. Justice Wright, to the effect that, though 
one penny admission is charged, there is no such “letting ’’ in 
the case of these shelters as would bring them under the same 


control as that to which common lodging-houses are subject, | 


has raised the question whether fresh legislation is not 
needed in connexion with these establishments. It is, we 
assume, with reference to this point that Dr. Hubert 
Airy, of the Medical Department cf the Local Government 
Board, is now making an inquiry into’ the circumstances 
under which these shelters are administered. So far 
as the class of persons received in them is concerned, 
and when account is taken of the incessant flow, in and out, 
of persons whose antecedents are not known, and who by 
reason of their destitute condition can hardly be regarded as 
having escaped any of the common sources of infection, it 
does seem that some reasonable sanitary control should be 
exercised over these places with a view to the protection of 
the public generally against infection. Indeed, the leaders of 
the Salvation Army have shown by the regulations they have 
made with respect to the cleansing and disinfection of their 
shelter establishments that action in this direction is needed. 
It only remains to be decided whether establishments of so 
public a character ought not, for sanitary purposes at least, 
to be under some public control 


THE CHAIR OF MIDWIFERY IN GLASGOW. 
Mvucu astonishment and not a little indignation are felt 
at the extraordinary delay of the Scottish Secretary in filling 
Professor Leishman’s intention to 
the autumn, many months ago, 


up this important office 
retire was made known in 
in ample time to give to anyone who might be appointed 
vpportunity to prepare for his first winter’s work. We are 
now halfway through the winter session, and no appointment 


is yet made. Further, as no arrangements were made to 
carry on Professor Leishman’s work, there has been no class 
in obstetrics thus far in this session. The order in which 
classes should be (or are) taken is thus thoroughly muddled 
for those unfortunate students who have reached the point 
in their course at which lectures on midwifery are usually 
attended. Naturally there are numberless rumours afloat as 
to the secret causes of this delay—for open or obvious causes 
there are none. The candidates (three in number), with their 
qualifications for the work of the chair, have been for months 
before the interested public and the Scottish Secretary, and yet 
the authorities make no sign. Conjectures of a very unpleasant 
kind are heard on every hand, most of which, it is to be 
hoped, will be found eventually to be baseless. As partial 
explanation of the delay it is stated that Professor Leish- 
| man’s resignation was not technically complete till it had 
| been formally accepted at the meeting of the Privy Council 
| in November, so that until that meeting had taken place no 

successor could be appointed ; and, further, that even before 
| the date of that meeting the Glasgow University Court, 
| under the provisions of the University Act, had come to 
have a say in the matter, being now by that Act required to 
furnish to the Scottish Secretary a report on the candidates, 
though it is not easy to see what further information the 
court can supply to Sir George Trevelyan, with whom, even 
now, the ultimate right to make the appointment lies. The 
delay is most regrettable. 








“SUA ECCELLENZA IL MINISTRO BACCELLI.”’ 


THE Italian journals teem with congratulatory telegrams, 
resolutions carried by acclamation and friendly messages of 
all kinds addressed to the new Minister of Public Instruction, 
his Excellency Dr. Guido Baccelli. From Rome, in supplement 
to our brief comments published last week as soon as 
Dr. Baccelli’s accession to the Cabinet was officially an- 
nounced, our own correspondent writes: ‘‘The Professor of 
Clinical Medicine at the Sapienza is known to have declared 
to influential friends that he would have declined the 
proffered portfolio had he not received the pledge that at 
| the earliest opportunity he will be allowed to introduce for 
| discussion in Parliament two Bills of capital importance: one 
| for the autonomy of the Universities, the other for the institu- 
| tion cf a people’s school. ‘The first of these he ventilated 
| during his short tenure of office ten years ago; whilst the 
latter seeks to give opportunities, in the evenings especially, 
for artisans, operatives, and agricultural labourers to obtain 
all the instruction available on subjects they desire to be en- 
| lightened upon, with the addition, during two days in the week, 
| of having gymnastic training under the personal direction of 
experts. A great stimulus is expected from him in the re- 
habilitation of professional curricula, particularly in medicine. 
| He favours the preponderance of clinical over laboratory 
| knowledge as a test of qualification for the higher honours, 
| and would even grant exemption from certain final examina- 
| tions if the student is of approved proficiency in the 
| practical work of the ward or the sick-room. He urges the 
| revival of the ‘gara delle licenze d’ onore’ (the competition 
| for honorary licences), and recommends that the winners 

should receive the prize in the Capitol, ‘with the object,’ 

he says, ‘of resuscitating the current of sympathy between 
|the Italian provinces and the alma mater, Rome.’ He 

will further introduce a more stringent, more frequent, and 

in every way more effective system of university inspection 
| than that proposed even by his thorough-going predecessor, 
| Signor Martini. Academic reform, indeed, throughout the 
| peninsula is stirred with new life since his assumption of 
| office, and its promoters are even already exclaiming, 
| ‘Redeunt Saturnia regna.’ Outside the strict sphere of 
| his duties, administrative and legislative, he has just given 

evidence of his devotion to medical progress by starting a 

new professional organ entitled the Policlinico, This will be 























+ al 


Fe — we 








THE LANCET, ] 


THE DIFFUSION OF SMALL-POX. 


(Duc. 30, 1893. 1645 








edited by himself and Professor Durante, his colleague, who 
holds the chair of Clinical Surgery in the Sapienza, its pro- 
gramme being to keep the medical world better informed than 
hitherto as to the ‘movimento’ of the healing art in the 
Italian kingdom.”’ 


THE DIFFUSION OF SMALL-POX. 

THE returns as to small-pox during the week ending the 
23rd inst. are incomplete, but they show the maintenance of 
the epidemic in Birmingham, where 66 fresh cases occurred ; 
the renewal of the epidemic in Oldham and the adjoining 
township of Chadderton, in which 15 and 9 cases respec- 
tively occurred ; and renewed occurrences in a number of 
other places, such as, Wakefield, with 14 attacks, and 
Nottingham, with 7 attacks. As regards the metropolis, the 
cases under treatment on the hospital ships and at Gore 
Farm varied between 80 and 100. 


THE SAD SEQUELA OF CHRISTMAS, 


THAT Christmas has its good points is undeniable, and in 
saying this we refer of course entirely to the material side of 
the great Christian Feast. A season of general holiday can 
only conduce to general good, and the more we as a 
people become over-worked and over-strung the more do 
such interludes of idleness and irresponsibility play an 
important part in our social economy. But Christmas 
always brings with it certain sad sequele. There are persons 
to whom the little revolution of a complete holiday acts as a 


stimulus to all their latent foolishness. Using their few days | 
of liberty as a period of licence, they cheerily transform them- | 
selves—out of pure regard to the season—from laborious | 


and abstemious citizens, some into dissolute and danger- 
ous nuisances and others into heedless and careless beings, 
entailing thereby upon themselves, or, worse, upon their 
stronger-headed neighbours, a chapter of accidents so 
unvarying that it has begun to form in the public mind 
x definite part of the holiday programme. Already in 
the newspapers one or two of the usual stories have 
made their appearance. From Lake Windermere comes a 
sad account of a fatal boating accident; at Sheftield a 
wretched man died from drinking for a wager; and 
we may be certain that magistrates’ and coroners’ courts in 
various parts of the country will add their dismal 
contributions to the inevitable tale. If these episodes are 
most fitly dealt with in police records, there is one form of 


accident upon which it is particularly right that THe LANCET | 


should say a word. We refer to the catastrophes from burn- 
ing, of which one at least is generally chronicled during the 
Christmas holidays. Although we do not compare these with 
the events we have just alluded to by suggesting that 
they are the result of vulgar dissipation, which they are not, 
they are certainly the outcome of an abatement of due 
watchfulness and a relaxation of ordinarily prudent regula- 
tions. The Christmas tree, loaded with inflammable knick- 
knacks, beneath each of which there is wired a lighted 
candle, and around whose boughs, tricked out with cotton- 
wool snow, children circle in muslin, headed by a Father 
Christmas in a long tow beard, simply constitutes material 


for a conflazration which only requires the slightest acci- | 


dent to light. We have with much pleasure reported 
that Christmas trees have been very plentiful in our hos- 
pital wards this year, but it must be remembered that the 


little patients, only a few of whom would be able to move | 


about with sufficient freedom to get into mischief, are 


under a discipline that could not prevail in a private | 


family. We are not saying a word against a popular 
form of Christmas celebration; it is only desired to im- 
press most deeply upon those in charge of such festivities 
that a moment's carelessness may bring about awful—nay, 
fatal—issues. Nor are Christmas trees the only sources of 


danger at the seasonable party, as the terrible accident which 
occurred at Guildford, in the Surrey County Hospital, on Christ- 
mas Night shows. During a game at snap-dragon someone 
threw a quantity of spirit into the dish. Instantly the flames 
mounted up, and several of the party caught fire. A clergy- 
man and two of the choir boys were seriously burnt, and one 
of the latter, we regret to learn, died on Wednesday 
night. We do not desire to add a single pang to the 
grief that the actual agent in this catastrophe must feel, 
for we hardly stigmatise it as the result of his individual 
carelessness, but look upon it rather as the direct consequence 
of the playing of a dangerous game by a large party under 
hilarious circumstances, and without, therefore, the usual 
precautions. 


INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS, ROME, 1894. 


MEDICAL men wishing to attend this Congress should at 
| once communicate their intention either to the Secretary- 
General direct or to the Secretary to the English Committee. 
Members sending their subscription fee direct will receive all 
necessary tickets prior to Feb. 15th; those sending them later 
will have to obtain the tickets through the Secretary to the 
English Committee. Railway reductions on the English 
lines are restricted to actual members, but on the French 
and Italian lines ‘‘ members’ wives and any grown-up 
person in relationship to members are included in the category 
of guests and receive the reductions in fares.’’ In view of the 
time at which the Congress is to be held, there must 
be unusual difficulty in obtaining accommodation in 
| Rome. The arrangements for this have been placed entirely 
in the hands of Messrs. T. Cook and Son, of Ludgate- 
circus, E.C., to whom application should be made as 
soon as possible. It need hardly be said that the authorities 
are anxious to gain some idea of the number of persons likely 
to attend, in order to make the necessary preparation. The 
political crisis in Italy has somewhat delayed the arrange- 
ments of public entertainment, but these are now almost 
ready, anda detailed programme will shortly be published. 
Intending contributors to the work of the Congress should at 
once send to the Secretary-General the titles of their com- 
munications, of which short abstracts for printing should 
follow not later than January 31st. 


NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF 
EPILEPTICS. 


We have at different times in the pages of THE LANCET 
chronicled the various steps which have been taken first of 
| all for the formation of this society, and subsequently for 
| effecting its objects. It has not only assumed a definite form 
| now, but through the munificence of Mr. Passmore Edwards 
it has been able to purchase a farm for the proposed colony, 
consisting of 135 acres, at Chalfont St. Peter’s, Bucks. The 
| land in this district is pronounced to be exceptionally well 
| suited for market gardening and fruit growing, and it is hoped 
that the scheme will soon be in working order. The plan on 

which the society is proceeding is modelled on that followed 
| at the famous epileptic colony in Bielefeld. It will partake 
as little as possible of the nature of an institution. There will 
be erected a number of cottages, the inmates of each forming 
a separate family. The industries will be market gardening, 
cow-keeping, dairy work, and similar occupations, while 
the women, who will be in a separate part of the estate, will 
be engaged principally in laundry work, sewing, and similar 
services. Such is a rough outline of the society’s intentions. 
We need scarcely point out how entirely deserving they are 
of public support. The influence of employment and of 
the absence of anxiety as to actual means of subsistence in 
the case of many epileptics can scarcely be over-estimated as 
curative agents. That there are hundreds of epileptics both 
| able and willing to work must be known to anyone with 
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experience of the hospitals, and yet their malady is to many 
of those an insuperable obstacle to remunerative employment. 
This is the class especially that the National Society hopes to 
reach and hold out a helping hand to, not in the way of 
mere purposeless kind-hearted charity, but in such a way as 
to enable them to become self-supporting and useful members 
of a community. We congratulate the society on its 
progress so far, and we cordially wish it success in its efforts 
to alleviate the lot of a most afflicted class. The building 
of suitable cottages on the farm is to be proceeded with at 
once. Unfortunately the funds in hand are small, and only 
a commencement can be made. The committee have issued an 
appeal and we trust that the response to it may be such as to 
encourage them in their work, and to enable them at an early 
date to inaugurate the colony. Contributions may be sent to 
the Secretary, at 20, Hanover-square, or to the bankers, 
Messrs. Hoare and Co., 37, Fleet-street, EC, and cheques 
and post office orders should be made payable to the hon. 
treasurer, Mr. H. N. Hamilton Hoare, and crossed ‘‘ Messrs. 
Hoare and Co.”’ 


DEAFNESS TREATED BY THE COMPRESSED 
AIR BATH. 


Dr. Hovent, of Brussels, has communicated to us an 
account of the case of a girl aged thirteen and a half 
years whom he had recently under his care. She had been 
gradually getting deaf since birth. The child was healthy 
in appearance, but suffered from sore-throats, which occurred, 
according to the mother’s statement, every fortnight. The 
deafness had partially cleared up under the energetic treat- 
ment of Dr. Bayer, of Brussels, who removed the tonsils and 
some post-nasal adenomata and frequently passed the 
Eustachian catheter upon the child, but the improvement was 
not maintained. Under the influence, however, of a regular 
course of compressed air-baths the hearing improved to a 
marked degree, as Dr. Hovent’s figures show. On Jan. 8th, 
1892, the ticking of a watch could be heard 7 centimetres 
away on each side, and on the 20th the ticking, presumably 
of the same watch, was audible at a distance of no less than 
46 centimetres from either ear. The improvement in the 
left ear eventually equalled that in the right ; but the daily 
notes show that at first the right ear improved more rapidly. 
As the child had been practically deaf from birth, she had 
received no auditory education, and her reports upon objective 
sounds were vitiated by her remembrance of subjective 
sounds. We agree with Dr. Hovent in considering that so 
remarkable and fortunate a circumstance as the cure of what 
may be termed almost congenital deafness by a course of treat- 
ment lasting under a fortnight ought to be put upon record, 
although experience would lead us to believe that the 
issue was exceptional. vane 
THE NEW WINDOW IN ELY CATHEDRAL IN 

MEMORY OF THE LATE PROFESSOR 
JOHN MARSHALL, F.R.C.S., ETC.' 

THIs window has been presented by Mrs. Marshall, the 
widow of the late Professor Marshall, who entrusted the 
design and execution of the glass to Mr. Henry Holiday. 


The subject dealt with is Christ healing the sick. Among | 
the groups of people in the two side lights are represented | 
various typical varieties of bodily infirmity—physical defects | 


and diseases. In the group on the right the most pro- 
minent figures are those of a father bringing a young 
sick daughter and a mother with an ailing child; behind 
them is a lame man on crutches. In the other light a 


paralysed patient is seated in the fore-ground in the left 
corner, with his hands extended, begging for relief; on 
the right a girl helps a blind man down the steps which 


! The titles are in full on the window itself. 


lead to the place where Christ is seated ; behind them isa 
man who may be taken to be deaf. Deafness is not, like 
blindness, conspicuously evident in the live face, and is 
therefore more difficult to represent pictorially; but by the 
puzzled expression in the eyes it is suggested that the man 
is uncertain what is going on, while possession of eyesight 
gives the presumption of deafness. In the heads of the 
principal lights are three angels, accompanied by texts bearing 
on the subject below ; the one in the centre refers imme- 
diately to Christ's healing work, ‘‘I will take away sickness 
from the midst of thee.’’ The words on the left point to 
the spiritual aspect of the subject, ‘‘With Thee is the 
fountain of life’’; those on the right are, ‘‘Yet hast Thou 
brought up my life from corruption.’’ In the quatrefoil at 
the apex of the tracery is an armed figure of Righteousness 
overcoming Death. Below are the arms of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England and the General Medical Council, of 
both of which Professor Marshall had been President. The 
inscription at the base of the window is surrounded by a 
border consisting of the Alpine flower, the edelweiss, which 
was a favourite with Professor Marshall. The flowers were 
| designed from drawings by Miss Marshail. 





OPEN SPACES. 

EVERYONE now appreciates the value of open spaces and 
seeks to preserve against the inroads of the builder those 
plots of common land now the playgrounds of country 
children, but which may in the future be required to serve 
the purpose of purifying the air which will be breathed by 
the denizens of towns. Unfortunately common rights are 
too easily extinguished, and England is every year losing 
the opportunity of preserving for ever the open spaces 
which are increasingly needed with the growth of popula- 
tion. The Government has whetted the public appetite by 
introducing into the Local Government Bill a provision 
which empowers district councils to preserve the strips of 
land along the road sides ; but for some unknown reason no 
similar power is given to these councils to protect the 
commons. Formerly it was held that the only persons in- 
terested in common land were the lords of the manor and 
| those who enjoyed common rights, but now the lords of 
| the manor cannot enclose these lands without the sanction 
| of the Board of Agriculture, which must be satisfied that 
such enclosure is in the public interest. There is therefore 
much reason for conferring on district councils the right 
of representing the public interests and thus enabling 
| them to intervene in cases where the lord of the manor 
has been able to satisfy those actually having common rights. 
An excellent article on this subject in 7he Times shows that 
thereis precedent for sucha course. In urban sanitary districts 
| having not less than 5000 inhabitants the local authority is 
| entitled to receive notice of every application to the Board of 
| Agriculture for leave to enclose a common within six miles of 
| the centre of the town and is authorised to be represented 
at any local inquiry held by the Board of Agriculture in 
reference tothe enclosure ofa common. Wesincerely trust that 
this suggestion may be acted on, and we think more hopefally 
that this opportunity will not be lost, seeing that the Parlia- 
mentary secretary of the Local Government Board is a member 
of a profession which, of all others, knows the value of 
open spaces. 





| Wer understand that Professor von Pettenkofer, who early 
| this month celebrated the advent of his seventy-fifth birth- 
day, has intimated his desire to be relieved of the more press- 
| ing of his professorial duties in consequence of his advanced 
age. The Bavarian Regent, in complying with the request 
of the distinguished epidemiologist, took occasion to express 
| his sense of the great value of his researches, not only to 
| his country, but to the world. 
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THE death is announced of Mr. Robert Bentley, M.R.CS., 
Emeritus Professor of Botany, King’s College, and Emeritus 
Professor of Materia Medica and Botany of the Pharma- 
ceutical Society of Great Britain. It will be remembered 
that Mr. Bentley, conjointly with Professors Redwood and 
Attfield, edited the British Pharmacopceia of 1885. We hope 
to give an account of his life and work in an early issue of 
THE LANCET. _ 

PROFESSOR RUDOLF VirRcHOW, Rector Magnificus of 
Berlin University, and Professor Karl Posner, of the same 
school, have, in the name of the Medical Association of that 
city, sent a congratulatory telegram to Dr. Guido Baccelli on 
his Excellency’s appointment to a seat in the new Italian 
Cabinet with the portfolio of Public Instruction. 


THE executive of the next International Congress of 
Hygiene and Demography, to be held at Budapest, have 
appointed an English committee to carry out the necessary 
arrangements for the United Kingdom. Professor W. H. 
Corfield is president and Dr. Paul F. Moline secretary of 
this committee. ire: 

AFTER Jan. Ist, 1894, the offices of the Committee of 
Management of the Conjoint Examinations held by the Royal 
College of Physicians and the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland will be transferred to the Koyal College of Physicians, 
Kildare -:treet, Dublin. 





THE ARDLAMONT CASE. 

AFTER a trial lasting from Dec. 12th to Dec. 22nd a verdict 
of ‘*Not Proven’’ was returned. According to the criminal 
law of Scotland three alternative decisions are left to the 
jury—the one above mentioned, and those of ‘‘ Guilty ’’ and 
‘* Not Guilty.”’ In our next issue we propose to compare 
the English and Scotch methods of procedure in cases of 
alieged murder. The prisoner at the bar, Alfred John Monson, 
aged thirty-six, was indicted for (I) having attempted 
to cause by drowning the death of Windsor Cecil Dudley 
Hambrough, and (2) with having murdered him on Aug. 10th 
last by shooting him in a wood at Ardiamont. Scott, the 
second man concerned, was charged with having shared in 
both designs, and also with having fled from justice because 
he was conscious of his guilt. The trial was presided over 
by the Lord Justice Clerk, the Right Hon. John Hay 
Macdonald. ‘The Solicitor-General, Mr. Asher, Q.C., M.P., 
conducted the prosecution, whilst Mr. Comrie Thomson was 
leading counsel for the defence. 

The deceased, who was twenty years of age, had been 
living with Monson and his wife for some time, the former 
acting as army tutor to young Hambrough. It appears that 
Monson, as a prospective purchaser of the Ardlamont estate, 
took the mansion and shooting forthe season. At the time of 
the alleged murder he, bis wife and family, together with 
Hambrough, had taken up their residence at Ardlamont. The 
man Scott, whose real name appears to have been Sweeney, 
was, according to Monson’s statement, engaged to act as 
engineer to a small yacht which Hambrough had chartered. 
We may state at once that Monson was in an im- 
pecunious condition, that he had obtained, or assisted in 
obtaining, insurance policies on the life of Hambrough, and 
that these had been assigned by the latter to Monson’s wife. 
There can be no doubt that in order to raise money Monson 
had from time to time to resort to subterfuge, to invent 
explanations of circumstances, and to suppress others. So 
far this might be considered a possible motive for the alleged 
crime, but, as Lord Kingsburgh said, it is a long way 
from dishonesty to murder, and unless it could be shown 











that Monson would be benefited, or believed he would be 
benefited, by Hambrough’s death the question of such motive 
was disposed of. But even if a motive were proved to exist 
it did not follow that the prisoner acted on it. Nor again 
was it necessary to prove a motive where the circumstances 
in themselves pointed directly toa crime having been com- 
mitted. Now, as Hambrough was under age, Mrs. Monson 
could have no legal claim on the insurance company in 
respect of the life policies, assuming, as we think it 
reasonable to do, that if Monson was cognisant of this the fact 
tended rather to establish his innocence than his guilt. This 
was no doubt one of the weakest points covered by the 
indictment, although it was relied upon with emphasis by 
the Crown Prosecutor. On the night of Aug. 9th Monson 
and Hambrough went out fishing in Ardlamont Bay in a 
hired boat. From whatever circumstances, it is a fact 
that the boat capsized and that Monson and Hambrough 
were thrown into the water. According to Monson the 
boat was upset through striking a rock, and weight is 
lent to this explanation inasmuch as Hambrough, who 
could not swim,.climbed on to the rock whilst Monson 
swam ashore and secured another boat by means of 
which he rescued Hambrough from his perilous position. 
Scott was ashore at the time. It would be thought that 
had Monson wished to compass Hambrough’s death nothing 
would have been easier than to have left him unaided, as the 
night was dark and the tide rising. On examination a plug- 
hole was found in the boat, and it was alleged by the prose- 
cution that this hole had been intentionally bored in the boat 
and that the plug had been intentionally left out. The 
owner of the boat deposed to his belief that there was no plug- 
hole when he let the boat. This may have been so, since 
Monson stated that Hambrough himself had made the hole in 
order the more easily to drain the craft. On the same day— 
for it was early morning when the boating incident closed— 
Monson, Scott, and Hambrough went out shooting. Scott 
carried no gun, and Monson and Hambrough had a 20-bore 
gun with ordinary cartridges and a 1é-bore gun with 
amberite cartridges. The prosecution contended—partly 
from the fact that the 20-bore gun belonged to Ham- 
brough and partly from one of Monson’s statements— 
that since it was proved that the fatal shot was fired with 
amberite charge the presumption was that it was Monson 
who did it. The evidence adduced at the trial was purely 
circumstantial, since no one but thedeceased and the accused 
were cognisant of what happened. Monson averred that he 
heard a shot fired and called out ‘‘What have you got?’’ 
but, receiving no reply, he went in the direction of 
the shot and found Hambrough lying dead. It appears 
that Hambrough was walking on a dyke (a turf wall). 
Retainers at Ardlamont who returned with Monson to remove 


| the body found it on the dyke, and the prosecution main- 


tained that it fell there (1) because there were no signs of 
disturbance in the adjacent ditch, (2) because there were no 
marks of blood in the ditch, (3) because afterwards pieces 
of bone were picked up on the dyke which fitted Hambrough’s 
skull, and (4) because shot marks in adjacent trees corre- 
sponded with this position. Monson said he removed the 
body from the ditch. The evidence relied on by the prosecution 
could not be implicitly accepted, for no suspicion of foul play 
was aroused at the time, and it was not until nearly two months 
after the event that the Crown Engineer made his survey, and 
his observations were based largely upon the statements of 
others. Three trees in a line from the body were distant 
from the head as follows: (1) to the rowan tree, 6ft. 6in. ; 
(2) to the beech tree, 20 ft. 3in.; and (3) to the lime tree, 
22ft. 9in. Shot marks on the rowan tree varied from 
3ft. 8in. to 6 ft. Zin. from the ground ; on the beech they 
were 8{t. 8in.; and on the lime, 6ft. 8in. to 7ft. 8in. If these 
pellet marks were made by shot from the charge which 
killed Hambrough whilst standing on the dyke it is clear 
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fired practically in a horizontal usual diet of the day was departed from, and roast beef and 
position. From the position and character of the wound in | oe ae se - all who eared 
the head Dr. Littlejohn was of opinion that the shot were | — se = - — onl Gamer 6 . oe oe * on 
. : : ; mitted to smoke, a permission they much appreciated. From 
discharged from behind forwards, slanting slightly upwards, | four to six o’clock tea was served, and then visitors began to 
and that they struck the head somewhat obliquely. Dr. Hay, | arrive and assisted the staff in waiting upon the patients. 
a witness for the defence, said that the pellet marks were of | After tea a general entertainment began, and songs, comic 
earlier date than that of Hambrough’s death. In our | Sketches, policemen’s choruses, ventriloquism, and short 
opinion it would be unsafe to place much reliance on | plays followed one another in quick succession, the efforts of 
? : : : , ‘ | the visitors, the resident staff, and the students being most 
this view, since after the lapse of several weeks it would | cordially appreciated. The nurses celebrated their Christmas 
be difficult to approximately fix the age of the marks. | Day on the 26th. On Monday next the matron invites all 
The fact of the trees being struck in a line and at | friends of the hospital to the children’s Christmas trees in the 
renders it not improbable that the | Queen Wards, which have been prettily decorated for the 
| occasion. 

Middlesex Hospital.—The usual distribution of gifts from 

é iste ristmas 2 < place ard- 
marks in Hambrough’s head and that only three or four Smeg: all aan poh pte Paget sicket eedoee 
shots were found in the skull. From this it may be inferred | present of some useful or ornamental article. In the evening 
that the charge struck the head obliquely and en dalle. | each of the wards was prettily decorated with palms, ferns, 
and plants, and brilliantly illuminated with fairy lights and 
| wax candles. Ina quiet way all the sick people thoroughly 
am meatal 7 , a : ty A | enjoyed themselves and were regaled with tea, cake, and 
The crucial question then arose: at what distance | other light refreshments. On Boxing Day the Middlesex 
from the head was the shot fired? From his pre- | Hospital Musical Society, under the leadership of Dr. William 
vious experience and from experiments made specially for | Pasteur, gave an excellent concert in the board-room of the 
the purpose Dr. Littlejohn concluded that it was between hospital. Several glees were rendered in artistic style by the 
3ft. and 19ft., probably 9ft. Against this we have | Soctesy, and numerous songs, recitations, and instrumental 
Dr. Hay’s testimony, also derived from experiments, that pieces contributed by members of the honorary and resident 
os — nts, EAA’ | staff, and by students of the hospital, heartily amused a large 
it was from a few inches to 4ft., or, as he said, practically | audience of patients, nurses, and officials for nearly two 
‘*within arm’s length.’’ With these conflicting opinions hours. 
before them the jury were bound to adopt the one more| <Ainy’s College Hospital.—By the kind help of many friends 
favourable to the prisoner. One would have thought that | the patients here spent a very happy Christmas, some of 
them saying it was the best Christmas they had ever known. 
The wards were decorated and illuminated in the evening. 
: The Christmas dinner was served at 12.30 and tea at 
conclusions drawn. | 4.30 p.m., and during the evening the men were allowed to 
That there was no singeing of the hair or powder marks | smoke. Visitors were admitted from 2 till 4 o’clock. 
on the head is not of much importance, since the explosive | Every patient received a useful Christmas present, and the 
used was amberite. In future editions of works on Medical | Children were well provided with toys, &c. ‘The resident 


Jurisprudence considerable amendment will be needed on this | 


that the gun must have been 


| 
| 
| 


the levels indicated 
fatal shot produced the marks in question. It is a 
notable circumstance that there were no scattered pellet 


Possibly, too, the gun wad may have been impacted 
against the skull, for one was found stained with blood. 


in a matter of direct experiment the results would have been 
less divergent, and it only shows how unreliable were the 








| medical officers, the sisters and nurses, the clerks and 
; | dressers, all helptd to make the day thoroughly enjoyable 
subject. Although instances are recorded that persons who | to the patients, and on the following morning not a single 
have received fatal gunshot wounds of the heart have fallen | patient was reported as being any the worse for the festivi- 
forwards and have even made steps in advance, it does not | ties. 

follow that such is always or even usually the case. Brompton Hospital.—The festival of Christmas was kept in 
’ the usual bright and happy manner, thanks to the residents 
| and others who contributed by their ready help and sympathy to 
; ‘ : . | this desirable result. Morning service was held at 11 0’clock, 
in mortal head-wounds the body falls in a heap, or back- | when an address was given by the chaplain. Dinner was 
wards. Counsel for the prosecution made use of this in order | served at the usual hour, and the patients were regaled to 
to support the theory they had adopted of the position of | their hearts’ content with roast turkey and Christmas 
Hambrough’s body before and after he received his death- | Pudding, supplied by the kindness of friends, Mr. R. C. L. 
7 | Bevan, Mrs. Chapman, Rev. Father Morris, and others ; 
aanlinnaiee teten the int atnanttitiinta tal abe the lady-superintendent and resident medical officers exerted 
serlousty before the jury as evidence of Monson’s guilt. As 80 | themselves to the utmost to ensure the comfort of their 


In the Ardlamont trial these cases were cited by Dr. 
Littlejohn in order to give point to the assumption that 


shot. The whole matter was far too speculative to be put 


many of the facts throughout the trial were of doubtful inter- | sick friends After tea various games were played on 
pretation, and as the medical evidence was so conflicting, | each gallery with vocal and instrumental music, the whole 
a more adverse verdict than ‘‘ not proven ’’ would not have | proceedings giving great pleasure. Gifts of wine were 


been warranted. The disappearance of Scott was certainly sensiven from Messrs Basil Woodd and Bons, ae nel from 
detrimental to the prisoner’s cause, for on the > hand it the Marquis of Abergavenny, K.G., Mr. Abel Smith, M.P., 
en oi _—— aoe fe one Hane 6 | Mr. J. S. Budgett, and others, and also from Mr. Frank A. 
raised a suspicion of associated guilt, whilst on the other it | Bevan, who sent a case of oranges. ruth supplied a hand- 
deprived him of what might have been invaiuable direct | some gift of toys; and on Boxing Day a Christmas tree 
was provided by the kindness of the lady-superintendent, 
—_—_— a the Misses Heddy and friends. This was followed bya 
‘ ’ , - | concert by Miss Esmée Woodford, Miss Barraclough, Mr. 
ISTMAS AT . eprr: ' concert by ford, Barr gh, 
CHRISTMAS AT THE HOSPITALS. | Walter, and others. A very enjoyable evening was spent. 


corroborative evidence of his innocence. 





ee ee ee tical and . a. | _Seamen’s Hospital.—The patients in the Seamen’s Hos- 
spitais the medical and nursing staffs | pital, Greenwich, and in the branch hospital, Royal Albert 

worked hard to ensure for their suffering charges, as far as | Dock, were supplied with a Christmas dinner of turkey and 
possible, a happy day, and it is our experience that nowhere | plum-pudding, and in a certain_ portion of the hospital the 
are the little relaxations of discipline, the little improve- | men were allowed to smoke. The wards were gaily decorated 
. and everything was done to make the sailors on the sick list 
| as happy as possible. There are at present in the wards of 
- : | the hospital representatives of no less than twenty-six 
than within the hospital ward. different nations, including England, Sweden, Norway 
London Hospital.—Christmas Day was celebrated with very | Austria, Denmark, China, Japan, East India, &c., and this 
great success, and the many patients in the wards of this | cosmopolitan crew seemed thoroughly to enjoy a British 
great institution thoroughly enjoyed the entertainments | Christmas. The festivities have not yet come to a conclusion 
arranged for them. ‘The sisters and nurses had provided | as a concert will be given to the men on the 30th inst., and 
bright flowers, palms, and ferns, and the whole hospital pre- | a Christmas tree on Jan. 6th to the few children who occupy 
sented a particularly bright and cheerful appearance rhe ' a little corner of the old Dreadnought. To this Christmas 


ments of diet, and the little displays of good fellowship, 
which generally characterise (hristmas, more keenly relished 
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tree will be invited those children who have been patients | singing of carols. Gifts of money and provisions were 


during the year and have been discharged, and these will sit 
down about twenty-five or thirty strong. 

Guy's Hospital.—In this institution 400 patients were pro- 
vided with a dinner of roast beef and plum-pudding. ‘The 
wards were adorned with holly, flags, and pictures, while 
festoons of flowers were hung from side to side. Special 
attention was given to the children’s wards. In the afternoon 
and evening the patients were entertained by the students. 
Earlier in the day toys and Christmas-cards were distributed 
among the children, and the adults received gifts of clothing 
and tobacco. 

Cheyne Hospital for Sick and Incurable Children.—On 
Christmas Eve every suffering child had a special present 
placed at the foot of its cot, and we need hardly say that the 


fact that their presents were enclosed in separate parcels in | 


this manner much accentuated the children’s pleasure in 
receiving them. A liberal dinner of Christmas fare was pro- 
vided, and every ward had its own little Christmas tree. 


The Royal Caledonian Asylum.-—There was a tea and a | 


distribution of gifts for the children at this institution on 
Christmas afternoon, and friends of the inmates were per- 
mitted to be present. 

Royal Free Hospital.—The medical staff, the steward, and 
the nurses did their utmost to enable the 160 patients to 
spend a happy day, and their kindly efforts met with com- 
plete success. At twelve o’clock the adults sat down to a 
dinner consisting of turkeys, geese, chickens, rabbits, roast 
beef, plum-pudding, and mince-pies, a special tea being 
served at 430 p.m. In the afternoon the patients were 
allowed to invite as many friends as they chose, and of 
this privilege many availed themselves. All in the hospital 
received a present, provided either by the generosity of 
the medical staff and the nurses or from the Samaritan 
Fund, and pipes and tobacco were supplied to all the 
males. Following the annual custom, all the children who 
had been inmates during the past twelve months were invited 


to spend the day at the hospital, and more than 200 little | 


visitors put in an appearance, each of them receiving a small 


present. Gifts of bottled beer and wine were received from | 


supporters of the hospital, and a case of champagne was 
sent by the Queen, who isa patron of the institution. Mr. 
H. C. Stephens, M.P., sent a Christmas tree, and this was 
loaded with gifts. In the evening various games were played 
and there was singing and music. 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital.—Christmas Day was spent in 
a rather quiet manner. A special dinner was served to all 
patients who, in the opinion of the medical staff, were well 
enough to partake of it; and in the afternoon quiet games 
were played. Christmas trees, stocked with presents from 
the nurses, were provided for the enjoyment of the children, 
and the wards were rendered bright and attractive by the 
use of bunting, evergreens, and flowers. Visiting was not 
allowed. 

Charing-cross Hospital.—The ten wards were gaily decorated 
in honour of the Christmas festival, and the nurses and 
the medical staff worked hard to enable the 150 patients to 
spend a happy day. A sumptuous dinner was provided at 
12 o’clock, to which the convalescent patients sat down, all 
of them being supplied with some of the ‘‘ Queen’s wine.”’ 
After dinner, pipes and tobacco were served out to the adult 
males, and dessert to all. A special tea was served at 


5o’clock. A large Christmas tree was provided for the two | 


children’s wards, the presents being supplied by the nurses. 
The tree was presented ,by a member of the council. 

Miller Hespital and Royal Kent Dispensary.—The two 
wards were gaily decorated with evergreensand flags. Dinner 
consisting of turkey and plum-pudding was served, of which 
all the patients were able to partake, and this was followed by 
cracker-pulling, dessert, and pipes and tobacco for the men 
After an afternoon sleep and tea the patients were all 
carried or assisted into one ward, where a very bright evening 
was spent in music, singing, and games, dumb charades, Xc. 
A vast lucky bag and snap-dragon were also among the even- 
ing’s programme. A warm winter garment was provided for 
each patient. The festivities closed at nine o’clock, all being 
tired, but no one was any the worse on the next day for the 
proceedings. 

The Brabazon Home, Reigate.—The patients in this insti- 
tution were entertained at Christmastide by a concert, 
arranged by Mrs. Bartholomew of Reigate. The wards were 
tastefully decorated with evergreens and imitation camelias 
and chrysanthemums made by the inmates. A service was 
held in the home on Christmas Eve, concluding with the 


| received from friends in the neighbourhood, and presents and 
| cards were distributed to all the patients. 
At St. George’s Hospital the festivities had not yet taken 
| place at the date of our going to press ; whilst at the Hospital 
| for Diseases of the Chest in the City-road the celebration of 
| the day has been prevented by an unfortunate outbreak of 
scarlet fever in the wards, and influenza among the nurses 
| has prevented the authorities at the German Hospital, Dalston, 
from making the usual merriment. 





THE VALUE OF WATER FILTRATION. 


AN extremely interesting and very valuable paper, of which 
we have been favoured with an advance proof, will appear in 
the January number of the Practitioner. Although the 

| paper is entitled ‘‘Remarks on the Epidemic of Enteric 
| Fever in the Tees Valley during 1890-91,’’ a considerable 
portion of it treats of the subject of sand filtration in general. 
The writer deals in detail with Dr. Barry’s able report upon 
the above epidemic and quotes largely from Dr. Thorne 
Thorne’s introductory remarks. In a leading article in 
TRE LANCET of Nov. 11th we dealt with Dr. Barry’s report, 
| so that it is unnecessary for us to do more than merely refer to 
itnow. We may add, however, that the writer of the article in 
the Practitioner is evidently fully satisfied with the conclusive 
nature of the evidence supplied by Dr. Barry and is unable 
to follow the steps by which the Royal Commission on 
Metropolitan Water Supply arrived at the determination that 
the evidence brought forward by Dr. Barry, on the one hand, 
and the representative of the Stockton and Middlesbrough 
Water Board, on the other, was insufficient to conclusively 
establish a thesis of a water-borne epidemic. Having givena 
summary of Dr. Barry’s report, the writer of the paper under 
| our notice points out that the report has two important 
bearings—one local, and affecting the population of the Tees 
Valley ; the other general, and affecting the whole subject of 
river water-supply and the use of sand filters. In referring 
to the steps which are apparently being taken to remedy the 
disgraceful state of things revealed by Dr. Barry at Barnard 
Castle, the writer points out that the improvement of the 
Tees river is hardly likely to be materially furthered by the 
report of the Royal Commission ; and it must, we think, 
certainly be admitted that the report in question will meet 
with a cordial welcome at the hands of all those sanitary 
authorities who derive their water-supplies from polluted 
rivers and who are unwilling, from motives of economy, 
to either obtain a fresh supply or improve the character 
of their present one. With regard to the general 
bearing of the Tees report, the writer proceeds to 
discuss what value is to be attached to the con- 
tention that the water of the Tees, having passed 
through settling tanks and sand filtration prior to dis- 
| tribution, would be unlikely to contain any micro-organisms 
capable of producing the epidemic of enteric fever which 
| prevailed. He refers to the experience of Stralau and 
Altona, and proceeds to give a succinct account of the 
epidemic of typhoid fever which occurred in Berlin at the 
beginning of 1889. ‘The outbreak in question presented all 
the features of a water-borne epidemic ; the districts most 
severely affected derived their water from the river Spree 
after filtration ; the districts spared used only water from the 
Tegeler lake. At the Stralau waterworks, where the Spree 
water is filtered, there are eleven filter-beds, eight of 
which are open and three covered Without entering 
into all the details, it may be briefly stated that during 
frosty weather the uncovered filters have to be eventually 
withdrawn from use, and the filtration of the whole amount 
of water necessary for supply has to be performed by the three 
covered filters. This, of course, necessitates the water being 
forced through at a much increased rate and consequently 
being delivered in an imperfectly filtered condition. Further 
than this, the uncovered filters were, just before the outbreak 
in question, used as long as the water could pass through them, 
although they obviously required cleaning. The increased 
pressure necessary to force the water through the bacterial 
scum on the surface of the sand had the effects of also forcing 
| through many of the bacteria—a point which was demonstrated 
by bacteriological examination of the water before and after 


| filtration. This discovery increased the impression that 
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conditions of filtration, 
recent investigations 


the outbreak was due to the 
although it was fully recognised that 


seemed to indicate that with careful regulation and attention | 


filtration is able to hold back micro-organisms present in 
nfiltered wate As the writer points out, if it be true 
that filtration can keep back micro-organisms, any possible 
connexion between the Berlin outbreak and the Stralau 
water-supply is at once disposed of; but, he asks, is it 
true In order to answer this question he refers to the 
Carl Fraenkel and C. Piefke.' These 





servers imitated as far as possible the conditions of 
things obtaining at Stralau, and passed through experi- 
mental filters water inoculated with bacilli violacei. Two 
filters were used—one passing the water at the rate of 
two gallons per square foot per hour, the other at three 
imes that rate—ie., s gallons per hour. During the 
whole course of the experiments the bacilli violacei continued 
to pass through both filters, but the number passed by the 
more rapid filtration was three times as great as by the slower 
ate fhe number also increased and decreased with the 


number supplied to the unfiltered water. It was also demon- 


t 





trated that at the commencement of the experiment the 
bacteria passed freely through the filter, but that as the scum 
began to accumulate on the surface of the sand the number 
of bacteria passing through gradually diminished. Atthe end 


of the experiment, however, when the pressure of the water had 


to be increased in order to maintain the rate of filtration, the 
iicro-organisms began to increase in number. When the 
bacilli of typhoid fever were experimented with, exactly similar 


manifestations were recorded. From these investigations the 
conductors of them concluded that ‘‘these experiments show 
conclusively that filtration through sand of impure river water, 
though it may reduce the danger of infection, especially when at 
t low speed, by no means at any time removes it, and that the 
danger is greatest just after and just before the cleansing of 
the filters.’”’ The writer in the Practitioner refers also to 
Professor Koch's paper on Water Filtration and Cholera, and 
ability of the dissemination of typhoid 


to the extreme pro 


fever and cholera at Altona being due to the defective 
action of the filters belonging to the city. We regret 
we have not space to further discuss the paper which has 
been the subject of this notice; but we have said 


sufficient to show that it contains some very interesting 
information and is one which should be read by all those in- 
terested in the subject of water filtration, and especially by 
those who have read the report ¢ f the R yal Commission on 








the Metr litan Water-supply It is obvious both from the 

per we have discussed, as also from Professor Koch's, that 

far greater skill and knowledge are required in the management 

f water filtration than has hitherto been recognised, and that 

if the efficiency of filtration is to,be properly tested frequent 

eriological examination of the filtered and unfiltered 
w t mad 

CHOLERA. 

Reports from St. Petersburg show that the late recru- 
descence of cholera in that city, to which we bave previously 
called attention, is still prevailing. There were 166 cases of 
‘ n the St. Pet urg hospitals last week ; and by the 
latest a nts s 0 cases, with 10 or 12 deaths, occur 
laily in that city ] yutbreak, as we have already stated, 
s commonly attr t t ise of tainted or unwholesome 

h daring the re r is fast. The Orphans’ Institute of 

Nicholas has beer I sly attacked ; indeed, it is said 
thit in the cour of a week only 6 orphans out of 200 
! n pe tly good health. The disease began among 
t rpbans at the commencement of the fast. 

At Consta ! 1 Salonica the prevalence of cholera 

greatly ute ut it still prevails to a slight extent 


Kifteen fresh cases and 3 deaths were reported as having 
ple in one day last week 


the latest telegraphic intelligence from Teneriffe is to the 


era has altogether disappeared. At one time 


he epidemic the death-rate from the disease was 
1S y 
t t r » Leistungen der Sand4itration (Expe-iwents on 
e Re Sana ft " by Carl Fraenkel and C Piefke 
i boift f lly " y N i See al-o Med cal Chronicle 


ET, ] (HOLERA.—REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH. 
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Public Health and Poor Faw. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT. 


REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH. 


Kensington Urban Sanitary District.—During the year 
1892 Dr. Orme Dudfield attained his ‘‘ majority ’’ as medical 
officer of health of Kensington, and it gives us much pleasure 
to add our congratulations to those accorded by the vestry 
to Dr. Dudfield on the completion of his twenty-one years’ 
service. There are few medical officers of health as con- 
versant with the history of sanitary progress in London as 
Dr. Dudfield is, and his report for the year 1892 contains an 
amount of information which cannot fail to be of much value 
to all those in the metropolis who are interested in sanitary 
matters. ‘he population of the parish of Kensington has during 
the last thirty-six years nearly trebled itself, and the rateable 
value of the parish is exceeded only by the cities of London, 
Liverpool, and Manchester. The general death-rate for 1892 
was 17:2 per 1000, that of the male sex being 20 9 and that 
of the female sex 149 per 1000. The infantile mortality 
was 157 per 1000 registered births; the zymotic death-rate 
was 2:0 per 1000. Dr. Dudtield gives a very interesting illustra- 
tion of the need for instruction in the manifestations of 
small-pox, and he refers to the great advantage which will 
accrue from the throwing open vf the hospital ships to the 
profession. ‘The case mortality of hospital-treated cases of 
diphtheria in Kensington was 19°3 per cent., and that of 
home-treated cases 12°8 per cent There were four cases of 
typhus fever in Kensington during 1892, but three of them 
arose from the first one, which was imported. With a 
view of extra precautions being taken in anticipation of 
an outbreak of cholera the sanitary authority appointed 
six assistant sanitary inspectors for a period of four weeks, 


and in that time they inspected 1520 houses. Under 
the heading of vaccination Dr. Dudfield expresses his 
strong disapproval of the recommendations with refer- 


ence to repeated penalties made by the Royal Commission 
on Vaccination in their fifth interim report. ‘The Kensington 
Board of Guardians provide, it appears, supplies of pure calf 


| lymph weekly at their vaccination stations, so that all those 


preferring it to human lymph can have their wishes carried 
out. A considerable portion of Dr. Dudfield’s report is 
taken up with the duties of the Metropolitan Asylums 
Board, but we have not space to enter into a discussion 
upon the subject raised. Dr. Dudfield is evidently not in 
entire sympathy with the suggestions, recently made by 
the General Purposes Committee of the Asylums Board, 
that power should be conferred upon the managers, ‘‘not 
only of isolating the sick, but of following up the ambu 
lance with the means of immediately disinfecting the 
bedding, &<« from which the infected persons have been 
removed, and of vaccinating or revaccinating those whu 
may have been in contact with infected persons or things, 
&c.’’ A step such as this would certainly mean a very sweep - 
ing change in the sanitary administration cf the metropolis, 
but it must be admitted that if the scheme could be properly 
carried out it would considerably diminish the spread otf 
infection. In reference to the Factory and Workshops Acts 
Dr. Dudfield points out that occupiers of workshops should 
be compelled pericdically to send lists of their out-workers to 
the sanitary authority, aud we have also expressed our opinion 
that this course would considerably facilitate the working of 
the Acts. 

Leeds Urban Sanitary District Dr. Spottiswocde 
Cameron's reports always show evidence of an enormous 
amount of work carried on in bis district, and the report for 
1892 is no exception in this respect. The general death-rate 
for Leeds during 1892 was 19°78 per 1000, a rate which shows 
a diminution of 3°03 per 1000 on the two preceding—or, as 
Dr. Cameron calls them, influenza—years. The report under 
consideration gives the death-rates of Leeds from 1872 to the 
presenttime. During the five years 1872-76 the average death- 
rate was 27°18 per 1000, for the next five years 22 96 per 1000, 
for the next 22°50 per 1000, and for the last five years—i.e, 
1887-91—21 89 per 1000. During 1892 the death-rate of Leeds 
compared very favourably with that of the nine largest 
of the United Kingdom. In connexion with the 
redaction of the death-rate, Dr. Cameron expresses 
sanitary authorities bave carried into 


towns 
future 
his pleasure that 
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cffect the duties imposed upon them by the Workshops and | portions of uncertified deaths were registered in West Ham, 


Factory Act, 1891, and he points out the immense import- 
ance of controlling the conditions under which so many of 
the population of Leeds live during the hours of labour. It 
seems from the report that some very good work has already 
heen done under the Act in question. The infantile mortality 
for Leeds for 1892 was 168 per 1000 registered births, the 
rates for the several quarters of the year ranging from 139 in 
the second to 209 in the third. As regards small-pox it 
appears that of 111 cases said to have been vaccinated there 
were two deaths ; while of 13 cases in which vaccination had 
not been performed there were 4 deaths. It is some- 
what astonishing that Leeds still declines to adopt the Infec- 
tious Disease Notification Act, 1889, more especially as the 
need for it is constantly presenting itself throughout the 
report under consideration. The want of this Act must add 
enormously to the trouble and anxiety of the medical officer 
of health in dealing with outbreaks of infectious disease. 
For instance, many of the cases of enteric fever which 
occurred during 1892 were not heard of by the medical officer 
until twenty-six days after the onset of the disease. Dr. 
Cameron has been recently conducting some interesting 
experiments on tan-yard effluents, and he seems to have 
obtained a very fair result by the combined action of precipi- 
tates with an iron solution and allowing the liquid to settle 
in tanks. He paid a visit to the catchment 
the Leeds water-supply during the year, and as a resultof his 
recommendations some improvement appears to have been 
effected. The report concludes with a considerable number 
of recommendations which the sanitary authority will do well 
to adopt. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 





HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 

In thirty-three of the largest English towns 5978 births 
and 4898 deaths were registered during the week ending 
Dec. 23rd. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, 
which had been 28°6 and 26°6 per 1000 in the preceding two 
weeks, further declined last week to Z4 7. In London the rate 
was 263 per 1000, while it averaged 23°6 in the thirty- 
two provincial towns. The lowest rates in these towns were 
13 5in Blackburn, 14°9 in Gateshead, 16°8 in Oldham, 17°5 
in Leeds, and 18:0 in Norwich ; the highest rates were 27:3 
in Burnley, 31°6 in Liverpool, 336 in Bristol, 353 in 
Wolverhampton, and 41°5 in Plymouth. The 4898 deaths 
included 487 which were referred to the principal zymotic 
diseases, against 541 and 545 in the preceding two 
weeks; of these, 149 resulted from whooping-cough, 82 
from diphtheria, 81 from measles, 70 from ‘‘fever’’ (prin- 
cipally enteric), 63 from scarlet fever, 34 from diarrhea, 
and 8 from small-pox. These diseases caused the lowest 
death-rates in Brighton, Croydon, Portsmouth, and Halifax, 
and the highest rates in Huddersfield, Birmingham, Norwich, 
Liverpool, and Plymouth. The greatest mortality from 
measles occurred in Norwich and Salford ; from scarlet fever 
in Wolverhampton and Huddersfield ; from whooping-cough 
in Cardiff, Sheffield, Birkenhead, Bolton, and Plymouth ; 
and from ‘‘ fever’’ in Swansea and Sunderland. The 82 deaths 
from diphtheria included 63 in London, 4 in Bristol, 3 in Bir- 
mingham, 3 in Liverpool, and 2in Gateshead. Four fatal cases 
of small-pox were registered in Birmingham, 2 in West Ham, 
1 in Liverpool, and 1 in London, but not one in any other of 
the thirty-three towns. There were 100 cases of small-pox 
under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and 
in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital on Saturday last, 
the 23rd inst., against 141, 128, and 118 at the end of the pre- 
ceding three weeks; 23 new cases were admitted during the 
week, against 28 and 22 in the preceding two weeks. 
The number of scarlet fever patients in the Metropolitan 
Asylum Hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital on the 
same date was 2994, against 3183, 3129, and 3102 on the 
preceding three Saturdays; 285 new cases were admitted 
during the week, against 306 and 295 in the preceding two 
weeks. The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory 
organs in London, which had been 841 and 711 in the pre- 
ceding two weeks, further declined last week to 635, but 
were 147 above the corrected average. The causes of 79, 
or 16 per cent., of the deaths in the thirty-three towns 
were not certified either by a registered medical prac- 
titioner or by a coroner. All the causes of death were 
duly certified in Portsmouth, Norwich, Bolton, Oldham, 


3ristol, and in seven other smaller towns; the largest pro- | 


Birmingham, Leicester, and Huddersfield. 


| ———= 
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HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS. 


area of | 





| 
| Theannual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns, 
| which had declined from 27°8 to 23:0 per 1000 in the preceding 
| three weeks, further fell to 22°3 during the week ending 
| Dec. 23rd, and was 2°4 per 1000 below the mean rate during 
the same period in the thirty-three large English towns. The 
rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from 19:1 in Greenock 
and 204 in Edinburgh, to 25°7 in Perth and 27:1 in 
Dundee. The 629 deaths in these towns included 27 
| which were referred to whooping-cough, 10 to diphtheria, 7 to 
| scarlet fever, 6 to ‘‘fever,’’ 6 to diarrhoea, and not one either 
| to measles or small-pox. In all, 56 deaths resulted from these 
| principal zymotic diseases, against 76 and 68 in the preceding 
| two weeks. These 56 deaths were equal to an annual rate 
lof 2-1 per 1000, which was 04 below the mean rate last 
| week from the same diseases in the thirty-three large 
| English towns. The fatal cases of whooping-cough, which 
| had been 33 and 31 in the preceding two weeks, further 
declined to 27 last week, of which 12 occurred in Glasgow, 
| 5 in Dundee, and 9 in Perth. The deaths from diphtheria, 
| which had been 13 in each of the preceding two weeks, 
declined to 10 last week, and included 3 in Glasgow, 3 in 
| Edinburgh, and 2in Aberdeen. The 7 fatal cases of scarlet 
| fever were within one of the number in the preceding week ; 
| 5 occurred in Glasgow, and 2 in Perth. The deaths referred 
| to different forms of ‘‘fever,’’ which had declined from 12 
|to 3 in the preceding three weeks, rose again to 6 last week, 
|of which 2 occurred in Dundee. The deaths referred to 
| diseases of the respiratory organs in these towns, which 
| had been 245 and 180 in the preceding two weeks, further 
declined to 172 last week, but slightly exceeded the number 
in the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 46, or 
more than 7 per cent., of the deaths in these eight towns 
last week were not certified. 








HEALTH OF DUBLIN. 


The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 30°6 and 28 2 
per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, rose again to 304 
during the week ending Dec. 23rd. During the past twelve 
weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the city has 

| averaged 26°6 per 1000, against 23°2 in London and 22 5 in 
| Edinburgh. The 204 deaths in Dublin during the week 
| under notice showed an increase of 15 upon the number 
| in the previous week, and included 20 which were referred 
to the principal zymotic diseases, against 23 and 14 in the 
preceding two weeks; of these, 10 resulted from ‘‘fever,’’ 
6 from whooping-cough, 3 from diarrhcea, 1 from measler, 
and not one either from small-pox, scarlet fever, or 
diphtheria. These 20 deaths were equal to an annual rate 
|}of 30 per 1000, the zymotic death-rate during the 
same period being 311 in London and 14 in Edin- 
burgh. The deaths referred to different forms of ‘‘fever,’’ 
which had been 9 and 6 in the preceding two weeks, 
rose again to 10 last week. The fatal cases of whooping- 
cough, which had been 6 and 3 in the preceding two 
weeks, rose again to 6 last week. The 3 deaths referred 
to diarrhoea exceeded the number recorded in any recent 
week, The 204 deaths registered in Dublin last week 
included 30 of infants under one year of age, and 62 of 
persons aged upwards of sixty years; the deaths both of 
infants and of elderly persons showed an increase upon those 
recorded in the preceding week. 











THe Suppiy oF WATER FoR FLUSHING PURPOSES 
IN THE METROPOLIS.—The Local Government Board have 
received a petition from the London County Council in 
reference to the necessity of increasing the supply of water 
for flushing purposes in metropolitan households. Hitherto 
the quantity of water prescribed under the Public Health Act 
of 1875 has been fixed at two gallons, though that amount 
has frequently fallen short in consequence of defective fittings. 
Should the prayer of the petition be granted to increase the 
size of the flushing cisterns, so as to be capable of holding 
three gallons, the daily consumption of water will be 
augmented by something like 5,237,062 gallons. Naturally, 
the water companies do not favour the proposed alteration. 
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THE SERVICES. 


HE MEDICAL STAFF. 
Ind 
arrive in 


MOVEMENTS IN 1 

[he following officers, n 
orders for England, and 
the trooping Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel 
O’Reiley, Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonels Lyons and Fawcett. 
Surgeon-Majors Reynolds and Wellings, Surgeon- Captains 
Bent, Edye, Newla1 Russell, Lane, Cummins, Donaldson 
Barefoot, and Kelly. Surgeon-Captain Wade has arrived in 
South Africa per Arzh fo tour of servic« Surgeon- Major 
Powell has been posted to the Western District, and Sur- 
geon-Captain Meek has been transferred to The 
following officers have resumed duty on return from leave 
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Joynt, Armagh; Surgeon-Major 
Coates, Cork ; Surgeon-Captain Wight, Colchester ; Sur- 
geon-Major Riordan, Newcastle. Surgeon-Captain Fayrer has 
been posted to Edint h for duty. 

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF. 

Surgeon-Colonel James Young Donaldson, M.D., retires on 
retired pay n- it-Colonel James D. Gunning 
to be Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel, vice F. Howard, 
M.D., retired The following ti 1 in turn for 
foreign service in Surgeon- Surgeon- Colonels 
Cuffe, Hamilton, Robinson, Welch, and C. Maunsell. Sur- 
geon-Ma or-General . N Hoystead will become bl to 


ble 
retirement from the Army next month. 


ia, under 
the course of 


in 
home 


serving are 
will 


ison 


Belfast. 


and 


Spurge 


oflicers stan 


Colonel 8 rank 
lla 


INDIA AND THE INDIAN MEDICAL 

, -Captain W. R 

Civil Surgeon, pl 1 temporaril) 

of the Government of India, in the Home Departn 
geon-Captain C. H. James is reappointed t 
Deputy Sanitary Comn Punjab. Surgeon-( 
A. W. Alcock, Officiating the 
Museum, is appointed to be 

8. H. Browne resumes 
Lahore Medical College 
Me | Staff, is appointed 
in the B 
J. Davis, 
selected for the appointment of Principal 
Madras Army. 8th Bombay Infantry : Surgeon-Captain Basu 
appointed ‘fliciate in n charge during the 
absence of Surgeon-Captain Sarkies Surgeon-Lieutenant 
Jackson is transferred from general duty, Poona District, 
to District, on v: g tment of Adjutant, 
lst Battalion, B. B. and C. 1. Railway Volunteers. Surgeon- 
Major W. F. Thor is appointed to act as Civil Surgeon, 
Chittoor, during the employment of Surgeon-Major C. Adams 
on other duty. Surgeon-Major A. Tomes, Officiating Civil 
Surgeon of Gaya, is allowed furlough for one year. Surgeon- 
Major D. R. Ross, M.D., Indian Medical Servi retires from 
the Her M: 
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of Surgeor 
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The Officiating 
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Sur- 

€ as 
aptain 
Indian 
Surgeon-Major 

of Principal, 

g Colonel A. A. Gore, Army 
ay an Administrative Medical Officer 
mbay Presidency, in succession to Surgeon-Colonel 
Principal Medical Officer, Mhow District, who is 
Medical Officer, 


issioner, 
Superintendent of 
Superi 
charg 


Surgeor 


is edical 


Sind cating the appoir 


Service subject tc esty’s approval. 


Deputy-Inspector-Ger 
William Langdon Har l ’ 
I eneral of 
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Her Majesty’s 
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(Eastern Division, Royal 
Charles Wiggins is appointed 
2eeTs lst Middlesex : 
M.B., to be Surgeon- 
on-Major D. J. Dutton to 
Lanarkshire 
.B., resigns his commis 
the Royal Warwickshire Regi- 
Martin Young, M.B. 
lst Volunteer Battalion 
Light Infantry) 


s his commission 
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DEATHS SERVICES. 

We regret to have to record the following deaths 
Deputy -Surgeon-General Robert Dempster, late Madras 
Medical Service, on Dec. 12th at Guildford ; Surgeon-Captain 
Henry James Younger, Indian Medical Service, on Nov. 26th 
on board the Rome on the homeward passage from Bombay. 


IN THE 


OUR MILITARY EDUCATIONAL COLLEGES. 


The questions that have been raised by the Board of 
Visitors in regard to the institutions at Sandhurst and 
Woolwich have given rise to an inquiry by a committes 
into the subject of military education. A parent calls 
attention, in the last number of the Army and Nar 
Gazette, to the inner life at Sandhurst and to the importance 
of the cadets receiving a sound and economical training in 
place of the extravagant one alleged to be afforded there 
now to the prejudice of parents and the service itself. 


THE ITALIAN TROOPS IN AFRICA. 

The Italian troops have hada sharp engagement with the 
Dervishes at Agordat, in which the Italian army gained a 
decided victory. Intelligence from Massowah to the Minister 
of War at Rome states the losses on the Italian side as three 
officers, one non-commissioned officer, and about 100 soldiers, 
most of the latter being native auxiliaries. The wounded 
include two subaltern officers. The Italian force amounted 
to 1500 men, and the Dervish force was estimated as 10,000 
It would be interesting to learn what were the medical 
arrangements on this occasion and how the wounded after the 
fight were collected and treated. 


MEDICAL OFFICERS AND HINDUSTANI. 


The Pio Mail of the 7th inst. states that according to 
a recent ruling a medical oflicer appointed to the charge of a 
cantonment hospital, if he has not already done so, must pass 
in the lower standard of the Hindustani language within six 
months of his appointment, or in such other language within 
such period as his Commander-in-chief may prescribe. 

THE DUFFERIN FUND 

Surgeon-Major Fenn, surgeon to the Viceroy of India, has 
taken over charge of the secretaryship to the central com- 
mittee of the Dufferin Fund. The Berars are to havea female 
hospital at Amrasti in connexion with this fund. 


THE STRENGTH OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 

The latest returns of the Regular Forces at home and 
abroad show that the total number of officers and men borne 
upon the regimental rolls, exclusively of the Indian Native 
Army, rather below 220,000 men. India absorbs the 
greatest number of regular troops, and the Imperial Army 
there numbers 70,000. There are 15,000 men at Aldershot. 
In the United Kingdom there are nearly 107,000 regular 
troops, and of this number 74,000 are in England and Wales, 
28,000 in Ireland, and only 3500 in Scotland. The Medical 
Staff Corps numbers 2500. The strength of the First Class 
Army Reserve shows an increase of 5000 men since this time 
last year. The total number of trained men liable to be talled 
up for service on an emergency amounts to nearly 79,000 
The Medical Staff Corps Reserve strength is 1200. 


ls 


THE PASTEUR INSTITUTE OF INDIA. 

The Times of India of the 9th inst. publishes a long com- 
munication from the committee of the above institute setting 
forth its design and the objects to be accomplished by its 
establishment. ‘The objects contemplated by the scheme are 
threefold—viz. (1) Treatment for every person in India 
(gratis, if necessary) bitten by a rabid animal ; (2) scientific 
investigation into the means of prevention of diseases pre- 
valent in India, such as fever, dysentery, cholera, leprosy, 

: and (3) instruction of selected native students in bacterio- 
logical study and practice in order to fit them to carry on 
the two former As we have already stated, the 
Government of India has hitherto undertaken the expense 
of serding soldiers bitten by rabid animals all the way to 
Paris in order to procure the benefit of treatment at the 
Pasteur Institute there, but it would be impossible to do this 
in the case of the enormous native population of India. The 
establishment of an institute in India will afford an oppor 
tunity for all to obtain, at any rate, the benefit of M. Pasteur’ 
method of treatment without incurring the inconvenience and 
delay, as well as the expense, of a journey from India to 

| France. 


objects. 
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Correspondence, 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


"SERIES OF FIFTY OVARIOTOMIES: 

HA FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF 

VARIOTOMY BY OBSTETRIC 
PHYSICIANS.” 

To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

Sigs,—The very interesting paper on the above subject 
by Dr. H. R. Spencer, read before the Medical Society 
and published in THr LANCET of Dec. 16th, with 
the following statement : ‘‘To University College Hospital, 
where ovariotomy has been performed by the obstetric 
physicians for twenty years, the obstetric physicians of 
London owe a debt of gratitude, for it is mainly due 
to the success of my master, Dr. John Williams, that the 
practice of allowing obstetricians to operate bas spread to 
other general hospitals.’’ Regard for the memory of my friend 
Tyler Smith compels me to vindicate his title to the merit 
of asserting the right of gynecologists to do their own work. 
When St. Mary’s Hospital was founded more than forty years 
ago Tyler Smith took office on the condition—then, I 
believe, asserted for the first time—that he should operate. 
His example determined my course of action. It was partly 
because the surgeons of St. ‘homas’s Hospital objected to 
my performing ovariotomy there that I accepted the invita- 
tion from my alma mater, St. George’s Hospital, to return as 
obstetric physician with the understanding that I should 
operate. <A special room was adapted for the purpose. ‘This 
was in January, 1875. One significant event followed: my 
successor at St. Thomas’s Hospital was permitted to operate. 
Here, then, is a list of three hospitals in which the obstetric 
physicians were emancipated. In this connexion it is due 
to Dr. John Williams and Dr. Champneys to recall that 
remarkable manifesto against pelvic operations by obstetric 
physicians which was published in Tux LANcrT of Feb. 14th, 
1891. I am, Sirs, yours truly, 

Dec. 20th, 1893 {OBERT BARNES. 


ope ns 


A CASE OF SYMMETRICAL HERPES 
ATTACKING THE EARS. 
To the Editors of THE 


Sirs,—The following case is of interest, as the herpes 
occurred on both ears at the same time and was associated 
with an attack of influenza. A boy aged fourteen years 
attended at the Victoria Hospital on Dec. 7th. He stated 
that he had had influenza but a few days previously, and 
on admission complained of eruption on the ears. © Both 
ears were the seat of a herpetiform eruption, the right being 
the worse of the two ; of the latter, the helix, antihelix, and 
antitragus were affected, with the intervening fosse ; on the 
left ear only the upper part of the helix and its fossa were 
involved. The eruption consisted of discrete vesicles con- 
taining a sero-purulent fluid and seated on an inflamed base. 
The boy gave a history of having had a similar affection on the 
right ear every autumn for the last four or five years and stated 
that last year the left ear was attacked at the same time, but 
not so badly as the right ear. There were no physical signs 
in the heart or lungs, and ten days later he was quite well, a 
mixture of quinine and iron having been administered during 
that time. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 

Lewis G. GLOVER, 
House Physician, Victoria Hespital 
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Dec. 24th, 1893. 
TOLERANCE OF THE 
BLADDER.” 


To the Editors of THe LANCET. 


INDIAN 


“THE 


Sirs, —With reference to Mr. 
THE LANCET of Oct. 7th last, commenting on Pr. Keith’s 
paper in your issue of Sept. 30th last, I may allowed to 
notice first his insinuation, whatever it may mean, concerning 
the ‘*‘ immense tolerance of the Indian bladder.’’ People now 
come from all parts of Sindh to have their calculi removed 
by Dr. Keith at Hyderabad. If you ask them why th 
such long distances they tell you at ‘ 


Buckston Browne's paper in 


y come 
once because they | 


yy the ‘‘injin,’’ and that 


heard that he removes their calculi | 


| there is a very small mortality following his operations. 


The records of the hospital show the number of cases of 
stone in the bladder for thirty-two years before he took 
charge of the hospital to be 43, the average number per 
annum being 75°7 (the average given in Dr. Keith’s first 
paper being a clerical error). During the present year, fri 
Jan. 1st, he has peformed 566 lithotrities. On children and 
boys under 15 he has performed 410 lithotrities in succession 
without a death, 1 the number i i This 
is unprecedented ; and will Mr. Browne attribute it to 
mense tolerance of the Indian bladder’ If he does 
great mistake, for this immense tolerance 
apparently exists mostly in the Sindh bladders, which D1 
Keith has specially to deal with. ersed in the litera 
ladder could fail to comprehend the 


ture of stone in the 
een Dr. Keith’s and Dr 


s still increasing 
success 


the ‘i 


he makes a 


absolute difference which exist 
Dolbeau’s operations. rhe only ling common is the 
name. 

If Mr. Buckston Browne had quoted the Latin phrase, and 
1 brought prominently 
Baltimore, he 
Smith's 


Keith’s 


said that a lithotome was described and 
before the profession by Dr. N. R Smith of 
would have been quite as near the mark, for Dr 
lithotome bears as great a resemblance to that of Dr 
as Dr. Dolbeau’s ca#8sepierre and his ingenious instrument for 
dilating the prostate do to Dr. Keith’s perineal or Sir Henry 
Thompson’s urethral lithotrites, the only instruments with 
which Dr. Keith performs all his operations. Again, if: Mr. 
Buckston Browne had compared the two operations he would 
have seen as great a difference in the results as in the mode of 
performance. Dr. Dolbeau had 33 operations with 5 deaths, 
whereas Dr. Keith has had 167 operations with only 3 deaths. 
No surgeon who has carefully studied the minute description 
of the prostate gland given by Dr. Heule in his ‘‘ Handbuch 
der Anatomie des Menschen ”’ can fail to recognise the great 
importance of this organ in the genito-urinary economy. 
Dr. Keith, therefore, justly deprecates any interference with 
the prostatic portion of the urethral canal ; and the theory of 
his operation, which he has practised so well—viz., to remove 
thelargest stones from the blader withcutinterfering with either 
its structure or function or with that of the prostate gland is, 
whatever Mr. Buckston Browne may say to the contrary, new 
in the annalsof surgery. With regardto Mr. Buckston Browne’s 
papers Dr. Keith has simply related his experiences as he has 
done his, and he has now performed altogether 1316 lithotri- 
ties without once meeting with any of the wonderful patho- 
logical rarities so graphically described by Mr. Buckston 
Browne ; but this may be attributed to another peculiarity of 
the Indian bladder. As regards those who are regularly 
employed in removing calculi from men, women, and childre: 
of all ages, Mr. Buckston Browne must agree with me that 
Dr. Keith has performed more operations within a given time 
and with greater success (whatever that success may be 
attributed to) than any other surgeon living or dead. 
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
TuHos. H. AQUINO, 
Assistant Surgeon, Civil Hospital ; Teacher, 
School, Hyderabad, Sind. 
Hyderabad, Sind, Nov. 29th, 1493 


‘SNAKE-BITE.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

In answer to ‘‘ Carbo-Rivulus,’’ Dr. Mueller advises 
in all urgent cases one-sixth and in milder ones one-twelfth 
of a grain of strychnine to be injected every half-hour until 
the effects of the snake poison are completely removed ; and 
as I have used the antidote in several bad cases I quite 
agree with him that it is perfectly safe. In my own 
practice I always used the liquor strychniz of the 

Pharmacopceia, commencing minims. In one 
very severe case, in which the patient was brought to 
me having been bitten by a black snake with a red belly, I 
found him collapsed and, cyanosed (dead, as his friends said). 
I commenced with fifteen minims of the liquor strychniw and 
twenty minutes afterwards injected a similar amount, both 
near the bite. Forty minutes afterwards I injected twenty 
minims of the liquor strychniz into his left 
third injection dispelled all sleep symptoms and depression, 
and the patient expressed a wish to walk about and said be 
was all right. One hour afterwards drowsiness again set in 
and became very marked—in fact, the patient would sleep in 
any position—so I 1in injected fifteen minims of the liquor 
strychniz—and now n f time some muscular 
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spasms 
morning was ride home. Sixty-five minims of 
strychniz in all were injected, the largest amount ever used up 
to that time in snake-bite. 


able to 


| 
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 


KE. Sv’. GEORG# QUEELY, 
Late Government Medical Officer, May.own 
District, QueensJand. 





I mbe, De 1, 18 
LIVERPOOL. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT ) 
/ ( ist Season and ti vr, 


CHRISTMAS has again come and gone, and the Hot Pot Fund 
originated some years ago by Sir David Radcliffe during his 
mayoralty has again been the means of giving a good 
Christmas dinner to the members of many poor families, 
who but for this would in all probability have had no dinner 
at all. Free breakfasts are given to a large number of 
poor children. Extra good cheer is provided for the inmates 
of workhouses, hospitals, and other institutions for the poor, 
and for this one day at least many, if not all, of the hungry are 
fed well. It is very satisfactory to add that there has been 
this Christmas a remarkable and gratifying absence of 
drunkenness and disorder. 

The Cocoa Rooms and Mendicant Chi dren. 

The cocoa rooms which were established some years ago 
under the British Workmen’s Public House Company on strict 
commercial lines have been as beneficial to the po yr as they 
have been profitable to the shareholders. Labourers and 
others are not compelled to resort to the house where in- 
toxicants are sold in order to have shelter and a comfortable 
meal; these they can have in the Cocoa Rooms at a very 


moderate cost. At these rooms, moreover, ‘‘tokens’’ 
can be obtained at the pric? of thirteen fora shilling, 
two of which will enable the bearer to obtain a cup 
of hot tea, coffee, or cocoa, with something to eat. ‘The 


streets of Liverpool contain a large number of children 
who carry hunger and cold written on their faces and on 
their too much exposed limbs. To give them money is only 
their parents or guardians in idleness and 
intemperance. These tokens enable benevolent persons to 
relieve these poor children from their cold and hunger for a 
while without any risk of their charity being abused. 

ad its Deterrent Effects 


A large number of prisoners who were convicted at the 


to encourage 


Tie Punishment of Flogging a 
recent assizes of robbery with violence were sentenced to 
various terms of imprisonment in addition to fiogging with 
the cat rhe number of lashes varied from twelve to twenty, 
and in one instance the prisoner was sentenced to a second 
flogging. However opinions may vary as to the merits and 
demerits of this form of punishment, there can be no doubt 
as to its deterrent effects. Some years ago Mr. Justice Day, 
who presided at the last assizes, sat in the Crown Court for 
several successive assizes. At that time this city had a most 
unenviable notoriety for crimes of violence, and especially 
for the existence of what was known as the High Rip gang— 
a number of youthful rutfians who earned their name by addirg 
wounding torobbery. Sentences of imprisonment with flogging 

leared the streets from these ruffians for a longtime  Ke- 
cently the spirit of lawlessness has again appeared. It is well 
known by prison surgeons ard other officials whose duty it 
is to be present on occasions that the punish- 
ment of flogging has this much effect on the criminals them- 
that they take very good care in future to incur no 
It is very rare indeed to find a criminal 
eiving a second corpora! punisbment, and there can be no 
doubt that others are deterred from following their example. 
It is to be regretted that a mistaken sympathy prevents this 
punishment from being extended so as to include outrages on 
At the last assizes a young man was convicted of 
ge a female aged four years and a half, 






these 


sel es 
risk of its repetition 


recel 


females. 
an attempt to outr: 





and was sentenced to twenty months’ imprisonment. The 
crime was fully proved and showed an almost incredible 
andacity on the part of the prisoner. 
A Won Severely Injured 
the festive season is too often one of tragedies. Last 





He was kept under observation all night and in the | Northern Hospital suffering from a severe wound in one of the 


arms and other injuries, the result of an assault alleged to 
have been committed upon her by two men on Saturday 
night. The woman’s depositions have been taken. 

Dec. 26th. 








MANCHESTER. 


(FRomM OUR OWS CORRESPONDENT.) 


The Port of Manchester. 

AN intercsting ceremony took place at the town-hall on 
Friday last on the occasion of the receipt by the city authoi1- 
ties of the Treasury warrant constituting Manchester a 
‘‘harbour and port for Customs purposes.’’ The meeting 
took place in the Lord Mayor’s parlour, and the cere- 
mony was witnessed by an important and representative 


gathering. The port of Manchester is defined by the 
warrant to embrace within its limits the whole of the 
docks at Salford and Manchester (the greater part of 
which are in the first-mentioned borough), the canal 
throughout its entire length up to the entrance at 


Eastham, and the rivers Irwell and Mersey from the point at 
which they begin respectively to be navigable down to Ince, 
where the port of Liverpool terminates. Manchester and 
Liverpool are thus declared to be ‘‘adjoining ports,’’ although 
the distance between the two cities is about thirty miles. 
Mr. D. P. Williams, the late Surveyor of Customs, has been 
appointed Collector of Customs for the port of Manchester. 
This gentleman, who was present at the ceremony last week, 
explained that the canal in its course passed through 
a portion of the port of Liverpool at Ellesmere and 
alongside a considerable portion of the Mersey, which 
lies in the port of Liverpool. The authorities at Liverpool and 
Runcorn had accordingly to be consulted before any change 
in their ports could be authorised. The Liverpool authorities 
have acted most reasonably in regard to the proposals of the 
Ship Canal directors and have greatly facilitated the ‘‘ defini- 
tion’’ and ‘‘limitation’’ of the respective ports by friendly 
arrangement and concession, and the result has been 
altogether satisfactory as regards Liverpool. At Runcorn 
port, however, greater difficulties have been experienced. 
The Runcorn authorities were naturally reluctant to give 
ip the style and title of a ‘‘ port’’ and to become what 
is technically termed a ‘‘creek’’ of the port of Man- 
chester ; but on its being explained to them that all 
its old privileges would be reserved to Runcorn, which 
town would be greatly benefited by the large increase in 
the volume of work which the Ship Canal must bring, the 
authorities wisely consented to allow their old port to 
be merged in the greater port of Manchester. About 
three weeks ago the first complete journey was made from 
Liverpool to Manchester by way of the ShipCanal. Asupple- 
mentary trip was arranged for Saturday last, on which occasion 
nearly 100 persons, including representatives of the leading 
local newspapers, had an opportunity of inspecting the hug: 
canal from end to end and of seeing for themselves the vast 
masses of engineering work now practically complete and 
almost ready for immediate use. The formal opening of tne 
Ship Canal will take place about May next, on which occasion 
perhaps the most interesting and important ceremony will 
be witnessed since Manchester first became a city. 
Ancoats Healthy Houses Society ; Farewell Address of 
Dr. Tatham. 

The weekly meeting of this now prosperous society was on 
Monday last made special for the purpose of bidding adien 
to the medical officer of health on his leaving Manchester 
and of receiving from him a valedictory address. The 
Ancoats Society is one of three which have been established 
in the slums of Manchester since Dr. Tatham took office 
some five years ago, and there is no doubt that the society 
1as been instrumental in disseminating useful information 
amongst the people of the district in regard to the subject 
of health in the home. Dr. Tatham, whose address was 
listened to with marked attention, reviewed the history of 
the society from its inauguration down to the present 
time, and was able to congratulate its committee and 
members on its steadily increasing success. Although 
the names of several well-to-do gentlemen and ladies, 
such as town councillors and their families, are on the list of 


Christmas and New Year's Days were each marked by a fatal | subscribers, the society is principally managed by persons 


assault. 


This year there is fortunately no fatality to record | of the humbler class, and it is to this reason mainly that 


as a consequence of violence ; but a woman is lying in the! Dr. Tatham attributes its remarkable popularity and success. 
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Something like 600 or 700 people (including women and 

children) have been entertained at each of the society’s 

weekly meetings, the entertainments consisting of music, 

singing, and recitations by residents in or near Manchester, 

as well as of short, practical addresses by medical men and | 
others on matters concerning the health and general | 
well-being of the poorer classes of the people. The 

audience consists, as it ought to do, not of well-dressed 

artisans, who can very well afford to pay for their 

own amusements, but of men and boys fresh from their | 
work and in their working dress, and of working women 

with shawls over their heads just as they have returned from | 
the mill or the warehouse. In the course of last Monday’s 

meeting a very cordial resolution was unanimously carried by 

acclamation thanking Dr. Tatham for the constant interest 

he had always shown in the practical work of the society 

and for the able advice and assistance which he had always 
so freely given. The resolution further expressed the hope 

that health and happiness might attend him and his family in 

his new and wider sphere of labour in the metropolis. 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

This excellent society bids fair in time to become a whole- 
some terror to inhuman parents who delight in treating their 
children so cruelly as to cause either their death or the serious | 
impairment of their health in order to gratify théir own | 
craving for strong drink. At the police-court last week two | 
of these brutes were rightly sent to prison with hard 
labour — one for cruelly neglecting his children and | 
forcing them into the street at night in all kinds of 
weather, and the other for practically starving his wife and 
children, in order that he might lie in bed and drink to his 
own satisfaction. The poor wife said that her husband | 
coald readily earn £3 or £4 a week, but that he was a/| 
drunkard and spent most of his time and what money he | 
earned in drinking. In this case the evidence was that 
whilst the husband lay in bed drunk with a jag of beer 
by the bedside the police officer found the mother and 
children in the kitchen absolutely without food or fuel. 
These inhuman monsters were sentenced to pericds of 
imprisonment with hard labour which, it is hoped, will 
lead them to turn over a new leaf in future. 

Dec. 26th. 








NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 


Munificent Bequests by Newcastle and Durham Citizens. 

‘he late Mr. John Taylor, of Newcastle, has left about 
£5500 to local medical and benevolent institutions ; amongst 
others, the following benefit: Newcastle Royal Infirmary, 
£2000 ; Convalescent Society, £200; the Deaf and Dumb 
Institution, £250; the Blind Asylum, £250; Hospital for 
Sick Children, £200; Newcastle Dispensary, £400 ; the Eye 
Infirmary, £200; Natural History Museum, £200; and North- 
umberland Village Homes, £200.—The late Mr. George | 
Freeman, of Newcastle, has left, amongst other bequests to | 
charitable and benevolent institutions in Newcastle, £1000 to 
the Royal Infirmary free of legacy duty.—The late Mr. 
Francis Dixon Johnson, of Aykley Heads, near Durham, has 
left £500 to the treasurer of the Durham County Hospital, 
and £500 for the benefit of that institution. 

Presentation to a Newcastle Surgeon. 

Dr. Craggs, who has relinquished his post as resident 
surgeon at the Newcastle Union Infirmary, has been presented 
with a handsome pedestal writing-table as a tribute of the 
respect in which he was held by the officers of the union 
infirmary. 

Ambulance Work in the North. 

Dr. Anderson of Seaton Delaval has examined the 
ambulance classes at Glanton instructed by Mr. Watson of 
Whittingham and expressed his satisfaction with their 
efticiency. The members of the ambulance classes meeting 
at Barrasford, North Tyne, have presented their instructor, 
Mr. Fraser, of Warke, North Tyne, with a handsome silver 
pocket case of instruments as a mark of esteem and in appre- 
ciation of his services. The ambulance classes at Wigton have 
ten examined by Dr. Lediard of Carlisle, who was greatly 
pleased with the results of the instruction given them by 
Dr. Myles. 


The frequency of Fatal Lamp Accidents at Hartlepoo’. 
Lamp accidents seem to be, so to speak, endemic at 


Hartlepool. Last time I noted two children as having 
fallen victims in this way, and nearly every other week 
or so it is the same. Last Sunday a widow expired at 
the Hartlepools Hospital from burns accidentally received 
during the previous night, when she was found in her 
house enveloped in flames, a broken paraffin lamp lying at 
her feet and part of its contents blazing on the floor. 
1 Curious Fatality. 

A farmer last week was carting hay from the railway 
station at Gaisgill, Westmoreland, walking by the side of his 
cart, when the load overturned. A man passing, thinking 
that the owner had gone for help, went also for assistance, 
and returned in half an hour and found that the unfortunate 
driver was dead, having been suffocated under the hay. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Dec. 27th. 








IRELAND. 


(FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Prosecution under the Pharmacy Act, 

At Templemore petty sessions last week a trader named 
F, O’Mullane was summoned under the Pharmacy Act for 
having sold a poison contrary to the Pharmacy Act (Irel.), 
1875, not being legally entitled todo so. The defendant had 
been twice previously proceeded against on the same charge, 
but the first proceeding was dismissed, and in the second 
the magistrates held that they had no jurisdiction. A police- 
man deposed that he purchased oxalic acid in June last in 
O’Mullane’s shop. He told defendant that he was violating 
the law, and the defendant said that if witness did not take 
action he would discontinue the sale of oxalic acid. The 
magistrates imposed a penalty of £5. 

Dublin Water-supply. 

The copious rainfall of last week has had the effect of 
replenishing to a large extent the Roundwood Reservoir 
Up tothe middle of last week it is computed that 100,000 000 
gallons of water were added to the reservoir. Should the 
same weather continue it is thought that in about six weeks 
the water will be at its normal level. 

Coombe Lying-in Ho spital 

Dr. A. M. Bate has been appointed acting assistant master 
of this institution. 

Mr. Richmond R. Allen, L.R C.S.L., has been admitted a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Sargeons 

Dec. 27th. 





PARIS. 
(FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


1n Anti-coryzal Snuff. 

M. GRELLETY! recommends the following formula for a 
snuff to be employed against that common malady. a ‘‘cold 
in the head’’: Betol, 2 gr. 50 centigr. ; menthol, 25 centigr. ; 
hydrochlorate of cocaine, 15 centigr. ; roasted coffee, 1 gr. 
50 centigr. Powder finely and pass through a fine sieve. 
M. Jullien believes the best application to be vaseline asso- 
ciated with boric acid, and condemns all powders, which he 


| accuses of bringing about the concretion of the muco-purulent 


discharge. 
Ti mporary Aphasia in the Course of Pneumonia. 

M. Chantemesse calls attention to the occasional occurrence 
of the above-named complication of pneumonia, which, by 
its fugitive character and the benignity of its prognosis, is 
easily separable from the pneumonic aphasia due to coincident 
cerebral lesions such as meningitis, softening, &c It is 
ordinarily on the second or third day of the illness that the 
complication reveals its existence. Its appearance is 
generally preceded during some hours by headache, or giddi- 
ness, or by numbness or formication of the right side 
of the face and right upper extremity. The aphasia 
may be established suddenly without any loss of conscious- 
ness ; in other instances, however, it follows a typical attack 
of apoplexy. The sufferer can only pronounce a few mono- 
syllables more or Jess appropriate to the subject he wishes to 
discourse upon. He is totally incapable of expressing his 
thoughts in speech or in writing. In the early stage of the 


1 Socié'é de Thérapeutique, Dec, 13th, 1893, 
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dulled, and the 

le of grasping the meaning 
In a few hours, however, the obnubi- 
i iculty is sufficiently remedied to enable the 
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BERLIN. 
(From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 
. &. Guttn . 
of the Deutsche, Medicinise 
21st. in Berlin of severe influenza 
the busiest and best-known men in 
will be widely regretted. Under 
nentioned journal has 
ly-read of German medical 
St 
nding the University of Berlin 
79, of whom 1279 are study- 
added 292 army medical 


ts tending to show 
ulosis is infec- 


, No 


ltious. Of ten guinea-pigs inoculated with the blood of 


recently killed animals one became tuberculous. The flesh 
of the animal from which the blood was taken, was allowed 
to be exposed for sale, and Bollinger points out that as the 
muscles must always contain a certain amount of blood there 
is probably a not insignificant danger of tuberculosis being 
thus spread. 

Diphtheritie Bricks. 

Abel? relates a case in which he succeeded in cultivating 
the diphtheria bacillus from a box of wooden bricks with 
which a child of three years had played just before an 
attack of diphtheria. The bricks were put away, and the 
successful experiment was made six months afterwards ; 
there was no possibility of the bricks having been infected in 
the interval. The report shows the importance of thoroughly 
disinfecting or destroying the toys with which a child 
suffering from diphtheria may have played. 

Certaii 

Jakowski* confirms and extends the observations of pre- 
vious writers as to the connexion of certain streptococci and 
staphylococci with the hectic fever of phthisis. In the blood 
of seven out of nine patients suffering from phthisis, with 
hectic, he found during life staphylococci and streptococci. 


Micro-organisms in Phthisical Hectic. 


A Varie ty of BR Ly naud'’s Disease ? 

Zeller* reports a singular case of gangrene of five fingers 
of one hand in an anemic girl aged twenty years. The case 
resembled in many respects the condition known as the 
angiospastic gangrene of Raynaud, but the symmetry which 
characterises that disease was absent in this case. 


Dec. 27th. 
Medical Actos. 


University oF Lonpon.—The following is a list 
of the successful candidates at the recent M.D. examination. 








MEDICINE. 
Addison, Christopher, B.S., St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
Andriezen, William Lloyd, University College. 
Ballance, Hamilton, A., B.S., University College. 
Bates, Stephen Henry, University College 
Benson, Annette M., B.Sc., London School of Medicine and Royal 
Free Hospital. 
Blacker, George Francis, B.S., University College. 
Blackwell, Arthur S., B.S., B.Se., St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
Bligh. William, B.S., Guy's Hospital. 
Box, Charles Richard, B.S., B.Sc., St. Thomas’s Hospital 
Boycott, Arthur Norman, St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Brodie, Thomas Grigor, King’s College. 
Bueno de Mesquita, 5 , B.S., Gay's Hospital. 
surrowes, Henry Ambrose, Royal Infirmary, Liverpool 
Coleman, Francis J., B.S., Guy's Hospital. 
Collins, John Norton, London Hospital. 
Cook, Herbert George G., B.S. (gold medal), St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 
Cooke, Cecil Whitehall, St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
tCowen, Thomas Philip, B.S., St. Thomas's Hospital. 
Daldy, Arthur Mantell, B.S., Guy's Hospital. 
Davies, Thomas Benjamin Phillip, M.S., Guy’s Hospital. 
Dawson, Bertrand Edward, B.Sc.. London Hospital. 
Eccles, Herbert Annesley, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Elliott, Charles Caldwell, B.S., Guy's Hospital. 
Evans, Harold Muir, University College. 
Evans, John, University College, Liverpool. 
Finley, Harry, University College. 
Hamilton, EK. T. E., B.S., B Se., Guy’s Hospital. 
Heath, Arthur Douglas, University College. 
Jones, John, B.S., University College. 
Knight, Henry Ernest, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Langdale, Henry, Owens College and Manchester Koyal Intirmary 
M'‘Laren, Alice Janet, B.S., London School of Medicine and Royal 
Free Hospital 
Musgrave, Cecil Benjamin Thomas, }3.S., University College. 
Parker, Henry Thomas, B.S,, St. sartholomew'’s Hospiial and 
St. Jacob's Krankenhaus, Leipzig. 
Pethybridge, Walter Ley, B.Sc., St Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Pickard, Kansom, M.S., St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Pickup, William James, University College. 
Preston, Charles Henry, B.S., Uwens College and Manchester 
toyal Infirmary. 
Pritchard, Eric Law, King’s College. 
togers, William Gusterson, M.S., Guy’s Hospital. 
Salter, Charies Edward, B 8., Guy’s Hospital. 
Sanditer, Henry S:ephen, B.S., King’s College. 
Sheen, Alfred William, B.S , Guy's Hospital. 
Smith, Hughh Roubiliac, University College. 
Solly, Reginald Vaughan, B.S , St. Thomas’s Hospital 
Stephens, G. A., B.s., B.Sc., University College. 
Sturge, William Howard, London Hospital. 
t Obtained the number of marks qualifying for the Giold Meda! 


2 Centralblatt fiir Bacteriologie, xiv., 23 
Ot 
* Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift, No, 52. 
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Symons, Henrv, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Tate, Walter William Hunt, University College. 
Tebb, Albert Edward, B.S., Guy’s Hospital. 
Tannicliffe, Francis Whittaker, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Ware, Ernest Edwin, B.S., St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Wesley, Frank William, B.S., University College. 
Wheeler, Charles E., B.S., B.Sc., St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and 
St. Jacob’s Krankenhaus, Leipzig. 
Whittield, Arthur, King’s College. 
STATE MEDICINE. 
Barwise, Sidney, Queen's ard Mason Colleges, Birmingham. 
Buchanan, George 8., M.D., B.S., B.Se., St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
and University College. 
Richards, H. M., M.D., B.S. (Gold Medal), University College 
Williams, Herbert, M.D., St. Bartholomew’s Hospital 
At the B.S. Examination the following candidates were 
successful 
FIRST DIVISION 
Aldrich-Blake, Louisa B., London Medical School and Royal Free 
Hospital. 
Armstead, Hugh Wells, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Bunch, Jobn Le Mare, B.Sc., University College. 
Carwardine, Thomas, Middlesex Hospital and University College. 
Cresswell, Frank P. 8., B.Sc., Guy’s Hospital. 
Davies, Howard Owen, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Eves, Percy Stanhope, University College 
Jaffé, Charles Samson, St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Johnson, William John, Guy’s Hospital. 
Kelson, William Harry, M.D., London Hospital. 
Low, Vincent Warren, St. Mary’s Hospital. 
Manknell, Arthur, Yorkshire College. 
Pickels, Joseph Arthur, Owens College and Manchester Royal 
Infirmary. 
Whitehead, Arthur Longley, Yorkshire College. 
SECOND DIVISION. 
Rennett, Vivian Boase, University College, Liverpool. 
Clegg, John Grav, Owens College and Manchester Roya! Infirmary. 
Griffiths, John Howell, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Hazell, Frederick, Guy’s Hospital. 
Ionides, Theodore Henry, University College. 
Nathan, Edward Albert, St. Mary’s Hospital. 
Paine, Alexander, St. Mary's Hospital. 
Purvis, William Prior, B.Sc., St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Smyth, Ernest Jackson, B Sc., University College. 
Travers, Frederick Thomas, University College. 
Wainwright, William Longworth, St. Thomas's Hospital 
The following gentlemen successfully passed the M.S. 
Examination : 
tAbbott, Francis Charles, B.Sc., St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Dyall, Thomas James, M.D., St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Firth, John Lacy, M.V., University College. 
Fripp, Alfred Downing, Guy's Hospital. 
Moynihan, Berkeley George A. (Gold Medal), Leeds School of 
Medicine. 
Waring, Holburt J., B.Sc., St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 

t Obtained the number of marks qualifying for the Gold Medal. 
Roya CoLLEGE OF SuRGEONS OF ENGLAND. 
Ihe following gentlemen, having passed the necessary 
examinations, and having conformed to the by-laws and 
regulations, were at the ordinary council on Thursday, the 

14th inst., admitted Fellows of the College :— 
Thomson, St. Clair, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.S. Lond., King’s College Hos- 
pital and Vienna University ; date of membership, Nov. 16th, 1881. 
Wilson, Thomas, M.D.Lond., L.S.A. Lond., University College 
Hospital and Birmingham Medical School ; April 19th, 1883. 
Kelson, William Henry, M.D.Lond., L.S.A. Lond., London Hos- 
pital ; Jan. 30th, 1885. : 
Pollard, Charles, L.&.C.P. Lond., Guy's Hospital ; Jan. 22nd, 18386 
Roxburgh. Alexander Bruce, M.B. and B.Ch. Oxon., L.R.C.P. Lond., 
Oxford University and London Hospital ; Nov. 10th, 1887. 
Spurrell, Charles, L.R.C.P. Lond., Guy’s Hospital; Feb. 13th, 1890. 
Yearsley, Percival Macleod, L.R.C.P. Lond., Westminster Hospital ; 
May 8th, 1890 
Ionides, Theodore Henry, M.B.Lond., L.R.C.P. Lond., University 
College Hospital ; July 28th, 1890. 
Jones, David John, L.R.C.P. Lond., Charing-cross Hospital ; 
Novy. 13th, 1890. 
Leedham-Green, Charles Albert, L.R.C.P. Lond , Queen’s College 
and Hospital. Birmingham, Feb. 12th, 1891. 
Low, Vincent Warren, M.B. Lond., L.R.C.P. Lond., St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, Feb. 12th, 1801. 
Rochfort-Brown, Herbert, L.R.C.P. Lond., Oxford University and 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Feb. 12th, 189 
Six other gentlemen passed the examination, but, not having 
attained the age of twenty-five years, are not yet entitled to 
their diplomas as Fellows of the College. Twenty-one were 
referred back to their professional studies for six months, and 
one for twelve montbs 
The following gentleman, having previously passed 
necessary examinations, and having now attained the legal 
age of twenty-five years, was also admitted a Fellow of the 
4 olle ge : 
Salter, Charles Edward, L.8.C.P.Lond., Guy’s Hospital, July 30, 1891. 
The following gentleman, having previously passed the 
necessary examinations, and having conformed to the by- 
laws and regulations, was admitted a Member of the Colle 
Morris, Richard Brind'ey, L.S.A.Lond , Owens College and Royal 
Iotirmary, Manchester. 


| The following gentlemen, having passed the necessary 
examinations, were at the same meeting admitted Licentiates 
in Dental Surgery : 

Arliss, Percy, Charing Cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Ashby, Herbert Grimsdale, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Badgery, William, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

| Bailey-King, Francis Henry, Middlesex and the Dental Hospitals. 
Baker, W. Henry Griffiths, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 
Bostock, Arthur Leigh, Owens College and the Dental Department, 
Royal Infirmary, Manchester. 
Bowden, Edwin, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 
Brimmer, Arthur Vidler, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department 
Bromley, Frank Charles, (iuy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Brown, Leonard, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Bulgin, Robert John, Middlesex and the Dental Hospitals. 

Burroughs, Joseph Henry, University College and the Dental 
Department, Royal Infirmary, Liverpool 

Carpenter, Frank Holly, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Depart ment. 

Carpenter, Sidney Henry Mark, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Clayton, Kdward, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department 

oles, Ernest Victor, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Densham, Ashley Bloomfield, M.R.C.S. Eng, King’s College and 
the Dental Hospitals. 

Densham, Walter Arnold, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Dunlop, David, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals, 

Evans, Albert John Gear. Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Freeman, John Robert, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Gabell, Wilfrid William, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Haines, Charles Frederick, Mason's College and the Dental 
Hospital, Birmingham. 

Hankey, John Trevor, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Henly, Arthur William, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Jones, William Meredith, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Keele, Stephen, Guy’s Hospital Dental Department 

Knight, Ernest Vincent, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Love, Hugh, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

May, Walter John, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals, 

Mellersh, William Francis, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Myers, Lancelot Brainard, Middlesex and the National Dental 
Hospitals. 

Parfitt, John Brodribb, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Pickering, Harold John, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Rowe, H. Burbery, Middlesex and the National Dental Hospitals. 

Satterthwaite, Robert, Middlesex and the Dental Hospitals. 

Summerling, Arthur Newton, Charing-cross and the Dental 
Hospitals. 

Walker, Frank, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals. 

Wallis, Ferdinand Hammans, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Ward, Richard Robert, Middlesex and the National Dental 
Hospitals. 

Watts, George William, Charing-cross and the Dental Hospitals 

Webb, Gerald Bertram, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Wheatley, Rupert, Middlesex and the Dental Hospitals. 

Whitworth, Geoffrey, Guy's Hospital, Dental Department. 

Williams, George, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department. 

Wood, Walter Robert, Guy’s Hospital, Dental Department 

Seventeen candidates were referred back to their professional 
studies for six months. 

Socrety OF APOTHECARIES OF Lonpon.—The 
following candidates passed in the under-mentioned subjects 

urger E. B. Barber, London Hospital; A. J. Campbell, St 
rhomas’s Hospital; M. M. Chadburn, Royal Free Hospital ; 
A. L. M. Churchill, Westminster Hospital; KE. 8. Dukes, Guy’s 
Hospital; F. H. Halse Fiancis, Guy’s Hospital; A. Greenwood, 
tondon Hospital; A. C. C. Harris, St. Bartholomew's Hospital ; 
G. W. B. Marsh, Durham; C. G. Mathews, St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital; G. H. Pooley, St. George's Hospital; J. A. st ainsby, 
London Hospital; G. H. Tomlinson, Birmingham; H. C. Will, 
London Hospital ; W. Wyllys, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Medicine, Forensic Medicine, and Midwifery.—W. Alder, Guy's Hos- 
pital; A. H. Beardmore, Sheffield ; M. M. Chadburn, Royal Free 
Hospital; E. S. Dukes, Guy's Hospital; J. A. Edwards, King’s 
College Hospital; D. H. Fraser, St. t*homas’s Hospital; R. Jones, 
London Hospital; R. W. Lake, University College ; G. F. Palmer, 
London Hospital ; T. Prescott, King’s Coliege; H, C. Will, London 
Hospital. 

Medicine and Forensic Medicine.—W. J. H. Dawson, St. Thomas’s 
Hospital; A. L. Morris, Guy's Hospital ; H. C. Venis, St. Mary's 
Hospital. 

Medicine and Midwifery.—J. H. Hobling, St. Mary's Hespital. 

Medicine.—T. M. Clayton, Durham; 8. E. Price, London Hospital ; 
A. P. Woolbright, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Midwifery.—R. A. Cowie, St. Thomas’s Hospital; J. Davies, St. 
Mary’s Hospital; A. V. Peatling, St. Thomas's Hospital. 

To Messrs. Alder, Beardmore, Campbe!l, Cowie, Davies, Dukes, 
Edwards, Fraser, Greenwood, Hobling, Morris, Palmer, Peatling, 
Prescott, Will, Wyllys, and Miss Chadburn was granted the diploma 
of the Society entitling them to practise Medicine, Surgery, and Mid 
wifery, enabling the holder to compete for medical appointments in the 
army, navy, and India service, also for Poor-law appointments. 

Ar the meeting of the elective committee of 
the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading, Dr. Francis Hawkins 
was elected physician in the place of Dr. Moody Ward, 
deceased. 

Propos—ED New Corrace Hosprrar at BisHor’s 
SToRTFORD.—By the liberality of Sir Walter Gilbey a site 
for a cottage hospital has been provided for the above town. 
The gift has been supplemented by a promise of such land as 
may be necessary to secure suitable surroundings for the 

’ building. 
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MepicaL Maaistrate.—Mr. James M. 7 aE 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.8. Edin. of Hartlepool, has been placed on 
the Commission of the Peace for that borough. 


PRESENTATION.—The Board of Guardians of 
Frome have presented Mr. Edward Cockey, M.R.C.S. (the 
medical officer of the workhouse), with a handsome timepiece, 

sa memento of his fifty years’ professional services in that 
capacity. 


looTBaLL CasvuALtres.—During a match at 
Ferry-road, Millwall, on Dec. 25th, between the Millwall 
Athletic and City Ramblers teams, a player fractured his 
clavicle —While playing a match on Dec. 26th, between 
Bramley and York, in the Second Competition, a Bramley 
forward fractured his left leg. 


FREEMASONRY.—We are asked to state that it 
is proposed to found a Chapter in connexion with the 
sculapius Lodge, to be called the Msculapius Chapter. 
Any medical royal arch mason wishing to become a founder 
should communicate with Dr. Thomas Dutton, Craven House, 
Northumberland-avenue, W.C. 


EayptraAn Prisons.—In his annual report for 
1892, Dr. Rogers l’asha, the newly-appointed head of the 
Egyptian sanitary department, makes the following observa- 
tions ‘* The condition of the Egyptian prisons leaves much 
to be desired, notwithstanding the constant efforts of H. E 
Crookshank Pasha, the inspector-general of prisons, to obtain 
from the Government the means to place them on a satis- 
factory footing.’’ Dr. Rogers Pasha attributes the prevailing 
high mortality to the following causes : (1) over-crowding 
(2) the low state of health of prisone rs on arrivé ul at the convict 
prisons ; (3) deficient food and insufficient clothing ; (4) over- 
work in the convict prisons and insufficient exercise in the 
Mudiriyeh prisons ; (5) the insanitary state of the buildings ; 
and (6) the total absence of any means of disinfection. He 
then indicates the obvious remedies and concludes his note in 
these words: ‘The great faults are overcrowding, buildings 
defective from a sanitary point of view, and the want of a 
prison diet and prison clothing. Only money will remove 
these, and the inspector-general deserves every support in 
his endeavours to obtain the necessary funds.’’ In the latter 
opinion we cordially concur. It seems strange that, not- 
withstanding the enormous surplus and reserve funds which 
we are told exist, the prisons in Egypt should be allowed to 
remé ain in so disgrace re acondition. At Tourah the deaths, 
excluding those owing to typ yhus fever, amounted in 1892 to 
70 per 1000 In the new convict prison at Gizeh the rate 
ue 46 per 1000 What it is in the Mudiriyeh prisons can 
only be surmised, but no Goubt it is even higher than at 
Tourah 


Tue Optum Commisston._-The Calcutta section 
of the Commission, which adjourned on Dec 9th, resumed its 
inquiries on the 20th inst. During the four days which the 
Commission has been sitting evidence of.a very conflicting 
character has been given. Dr. Macdonald, a missionary of 
the Free Church of Scotland, bas expressed the opinion that 
the consumption of opium in Bengal has been greatly 
exaggerated and could not be compared to the injury done 
by alcohol in England and in India. Opium-eating, he said, 
in no way interfered with missionary work, and there were 
many missionaries who believed that the anti-cpium agitation 
had done more harm than good. On the other hand, several 
native medical practitioners have attributed the physical and 
moral degeneration of their countrymen largely to the con- 
sumption of opiur Hope was also expressed that the Opium 
Commission rht be followed by another on alcohol. Mr. 
Driberg, excise commissioner, Assam, said that during the 
last twenty years much had been done to restrict the use of 
the drug in his province, and many further restrictions 
would have a disastrous effect upon the physical condition of 
the people. On the authority of the Chief Commissioner of 
Assam he stated that further limitations to the opium trade 
in that province would lead to agitation and probably to 
serious outbreaks. The further restriction of the drug or its 
entire prohibition was advocated by some native witnesses. 
In the course of one of the sittings Lord Brassey stated that 
the Commissicn were satisfied that the Government of India 
had r iken the proper steps for the collection of evidence and 
had done its best to codperate in the task of eliciting the facts 
in this complicated question. Mr. H. J. Wilson, M.P., has 
replied, however, that he is unable to endorse these observa- 
tions. The Commission adjourned on Saturday, Dec. 23rd. 
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THE “Mippesex County Agvnn M at Wandsworth 
is to be rendered more complete by the erection, at a cost of 
£40,000, of an adjunct by which accommodation for 200 
patients of the infirm and epileptic class will be provided. The 
wards will include day, class, and work rooms, a workshop 
for boys, a dining hall, and a chapel. The Middlesex County 
Council has also resolved to erect a new laundry at a further 
cost of £23,000. 

SANITARY EXPERIMENTS IN WORTHING: THE 
HERMITE PROCESS A Worthing correspondent writes as 
follows :—‘‘The question of the proposed new sewage works at 
Worthing was being discussed at the same time as the suc- 
cessful result of the Havre Hermite experiments, and with a 
view to the possible adoption of the system Dr. John Gold- 
smith (since elected as a councillor) wrote to the Parisian 
inventor on the subject. It having been thought advisable to 
give the method a trial, a yard in West-street, near the sea, 
bas been placed at the disposal of the corporation. Two 
alternative schemes have been sketched out for the treat- 
ment of the borough sewage should these tests work 
satisfactorily—viz, (1) to convey sea-water into the new 
main sewer at the west end of the town ; and (2) the supply of 
the water through mains to every house in the town in lieu of 
fresh water vid the flushing cisterns. For the purposes of 
the trial temporary closets will be erected in the West-street 
yard ; here also the plant and machinery will be placed and 
the sewage at once dealt with. M. Hermite has undertaken to 
carry out the trials, which will extend for a month, for £200 
In addition to the temporary closets to be erected, it is pro- 
posed to disconnect four houses from the sewer, and the 
discharge, after being conducted to receiving tanks, will be 
treated in full view. At a meeting of the town council on 
Friday evening last the question of the proposed tests came 
up for final decision. Various objections that had been sug- 
gested were dealt with. It was decided to vote £200 for the 
experiments. ”’ 





Parliamentary Intelligence. 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, DEc. 21sT. 
Field Instruction for Army Medical Officers in India. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON put to the Under-Secretary of State for In¢ia a 
question similar to that which the hon. member addressed on the 19th 
inst. to the same ¢ fficial—viz_, whether he would atrange forthe army 
medical officers and their men stationed in India to be put through a 
course of ambulance mancenvres hke those promised for the home 
ariiy.—Mr. (i. Kussell said that the Secretary of State for India would 
ascertain from the War (ftice the nature of the proposed special 
instruction in medic al field duties and would forward the papers for 

ie consideration of the Indian Government. 

The Opium Commission, 

Mr. G. Russell, replying to a question put by Mr. S. Smit», said that 
the Secretary of State for India had no reasun to believe that official 
pressure had been put upon medical men in Bombay to induce them 
to withdraw the opinions they might have expressed in the petition 
addressed to that functionary regarding the opium traffic. The matter 
had been specially brought to the notice of the Commissioners engazeil 
in the inquiry, who were about to visit Bombay, by whom the tacts 
connected wicn the rumour woald be fally investigated.—The cost of 
the above-named Commission was on the following day (Friday) made 
the subject of inquiry by Mr. Bartley, when Mr. Gladstone stated that 
the expense attending the investigation would tall partly upon the 
Indian and partly upon the British Kxchequer. 

Proposed New Metropolitan Fever Hospital. 

On this subject Mr. H. Fowler made a statement in which he referred 
to the difficulties experienced by the managers of the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board in fixing upon suitable sites for new fever hospitals 
During his tenure of office, he said, the managers had submitted to him 
several proposals in respect of land at Tottenham for use asa site fora 
fever hospital, and these proposals were assented to. Sanction was 
also given to acquire land for a similar purpose at Lewisham aud 
Kidbrook ; but he was unable to assent to a proposal to acquire land 
adjoining Tooting Common for a hospita!, but subsequently a more 
eligible site was selected, and this gaised approval. The last proposal 
had reference to some land at Norwood fora like purpose; but this, 
having been fully considered by the Local Government Board, failed to 
commend itself to the department, and consent was therefore withheld. 
Each case was, said the right hon. gentleman, dealt with on its merits, 
regard being had to the report of the inspectors appointed to inquire 
into the circumstances coanected with each particular case 

Fripay, DEC. 22ND 
The Drainage of Sandgate 

To a question on this subject put by Mr. Aird, Mr. Campbell Banr er- 
man replied that the War Departmen; was prepared to give, subject 
a nominal acknowledgment, leave to the local board of Sandgate to ce 
their drainage works across the land belonging to the department. 

The Analysis of Milk. 

Mr. Bartley called the attention of the President of the Board of 

Agriculture to the complaints which had been made with regard to the 
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saaiysis of samples of milk submitted to the Government analysts at 
Somerset House,and asked what steps were being taken to protect 
lairy farmers from the injury done to them by the low standard of 
juslity officially Jaid down.—Mr. Campbell-Bannerman replied that the 
matter was one in regard to which he did not possess statutory powers, 
but he had now and again brought under the not ic e of the proper 
authorities the representations made to him on the subject. 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27TH. 
Army Medical Service 

Mr. Bartley asked the Secretary of State for War whether any changes 
had this year been made ia the emoluments, foreign service arrangements, 
titles, or other conditions of the above service.—Mr. Campbell-Banner- 
man replied that the only change effected du'ing the present year was 
that such retired officers of the Medical Staff as were liable to be re- 
called to duty in case of emergency had had the new titles conferred 
upon them which were bestowed on fall-pay officers by the Warrant 
of 1891. 

Diphtheria. 

In reply to a question proposed by Mr. Macdona, Sir Walter Foster 
said that the Local Government Board had received reports from the 
medical officer of heaith as to the outbreak of diphtheria in the village 
of Great Tey or thereabouts, and a report bad jast been received stating 
that the number of deaths which had occurred since the beginning of 
the outbreak in September last was fifteen. Although the Board dii 
not admit the accuracy of several of the statements regarding the 
outbreak, it was deemed advisable to send a medical inspector to 
inquire into the facts connected with the epidemic. 

Glanders. 

On this subject Mr. Gardner made a statement in reply to a question 
put by Mr. T. H. Bolton, and observed that still further improvement 
had been shown in the number of horses attacked with glanders. 
During the past nine weeks the number of outbreiks reported and of 
animals attacked had been 154 and 214 respectively as c - yared with 
194 and 394 during the corresponding period of 1892. Inder those 
circumstances the President of the Board of Agriculture ai not think 
it necessary to make further representations to the London County 
Council on the matter. 


Appointments, 


Successful applicants for Vacancies, Secretaries of Public Institutions, and 
others possessing information suitable for this column, are invited to 
forward it to THE LANCET Office, directed to the Sub- Editor. not later 
than 9 o'clock on the Thursday morning of each week for publication in 
the next number. —_—- 

ARMSTRONG, W., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., L.S.A. Lond., has been 
appointed Medical Officer of Health for the South Shields Rural 
Sanitary District, vice J. Grant, M.D. (resigned) 

ATTERBURY, WALTER, M.D. Irel., M.R.C.S., bas heen appointed a 
Pablic Vaccinator for the district of Akaroa, New Zealand. 

BaRKER, T. H., M.B., Ch.M. Edin., has been appointed a Government 
Medical Officer and Vaccinator for the district of Wellington, New 
South Wales. 

Bury, R. F., M.R.C.S., L.RCP., has been appointed Resident 
Obstetric to St. George's Hospital. 

CAMPBELL, R., B.A., M.8., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond., &c., has been 
appointed Visiting Surgeon to the Chester General Intirmary, vice 
R. Hamilton. 

CARGILL, L. V., F.R.C.S., has been appointed Surgical Registrar to 
King’ s College Hospital. 

CHAPLAIN, E. M., has been appointed Public Analyst for the city of 
Waketield, the Wakefield Union, vice Allen. 

CLARKSON, C. H., L.&.C.P., L.R.C.S8. Edin., has been appointed a 
Public Vaccinator in South Australia. 

COLGaN, F. P., L.K.Q.C.P Irel., L.R U.S.,L.M., has been appointed 
Medical Officer fer “the Fever ‘Aospit al of the Carlow Union. 

Duncan, R. B., M.D., B.S., has been appointed Resident Medical 
Officer to the Newcastle-on- [Tyne Workhouse, vice R. Craggs, 
M.D. (resigned) 

Farr, E. A., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical 
Officer of Health for the Andover Urban Sanitary District of the 

Andover Union, vice E. B. Farr, resigned. 

GARDNER, H., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond. , has been appointed Resident 
Medical Officer to the Chelsea Hospit: al for Women, Fulham-road. 

GassaGE, W. H., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S. late House Surgeon, has 
been appointed House Physician to the Westminster Hospital. 

GRIFFITH, J. DE BURGH, M.B., Ch.M. Dubl., has been appointed 4 
Public Vaccinator for South Carlton, Victoria, Australia, vice Ray, 
resigned. 

HAMILTON, R., M.B. Lond., M.R.C.S., L.B.C.P., has been appointed 
House Surgeon to the Chester Infirmary, vice R. B. Wright, 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Irel., resigned. 

GIAWKINS, EDGAR, M.B., M.S. Edin., has been appointed Resident 
Medical Officer of the Dudley Dispensary. 

Harsison, J. A., L.R.C P., L.R.C.S. Edin., has been aoustates a Public 
Vaccinator at Numarkah, Victoria, Australi: a, Vice J. W. Harbison, 
resigned. 

Hopeson, THos., M.B., Ch.B. Melb., has been appointed a Public 
Vaccinator for Fe srntree Guily, Victoria, Austraha. 

Hupson, C. L., F R.C.S., has been appointed Aural Surgeon to the 
Middlesex Hospital. 

KENWOOD, H. R., M.B., M.S. Edin., L.R.C.P. Lond., D.P.H., has been 
appointed Medical’ Officer of Health for the Finchley Urban 
Sanitary District of the Barnet Union, vice Thurle, resigned 

KINGSBURY, EDWaRD, M.D., B.S. Dubl., has been appointed Medical 
Officer for the Sta ple ford Sanit ary District of the Shardlow Union. 

LEE, HERBERT, E., M.B, M.&.E lin., has been appointed a Govern- 
ment Medical Officer and Vaccinator for the District of Gunnedah, 
and also Surgeon to the — th Hospital, New South Wales, 

MATHESON, R. M., M.B., C.M. Edin., has been appointed House 
Surg ae to Noble’s Hlocpit al, Douglas, Isle of Man. 

ffay, C. G., M.D., M.BU. has been appointed Assistant Physician 
to the Grosvenor Howpits al for Women and Chik lren, 5.W. 




















MoxuaM, M. C., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed 
Medical Officer for the Stickne y Sanitary District of the Spilsby 
Union. 

Murray, J., M.B., F.R.C.S., has been appointed Surgical Registrar 
to the Miidolescx Hospit: ul. 

Rawson, E. A., M.B., M.S. Dubl., L.R.C.S. Irel., D.S.S. Vict., has 
been reappointed Medical Officer for the Workhouse of the Carlow 
Union. 

Roperts, C. H., F.R.C.S., M.B. Lond., M.R.C P., has been appointed 
Cc asualty Phy — to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 

Soutney, A. J., M.R.C.S., has been freappointed Medical Officer for 
the C olnbrook Sani ary District of the Eton Union. 

SPILsseury, F. . R.C.P. Irel., L.R.C.S. Edin., has been appointed 
Metical Oticer Ss the St pthorpe Sanitary District of the Spilsby 
Union. 

Stevens, W. E., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond., has been appointed 
Honorary Surgeon to the North Ocago ow, Rifle Volunteers. 

TiILpesLey, J. P., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., bas been appointed 
Medical Officer for the Willenhall Sanit. — District of the Wolver- 
hampton Union, vice Fox 

TURNER, GEORGE, L.R.C.P. Lond., M.RC.S., has been reappointed 
Medical Officer of Health for Bishop Stortford. 

WILmot, C. E. W., M.B., BS. Dubl., has been appointed Medical 
Officer for the Alrewas Sanit: ary District of the Lichfield Union, 
West, W. S."M.A., M.B., B.C, Cantab., has been appointed House 
Surgeon to the North-eastern Hospital for Children, Hackney- 

road, 





VPucmneies, 


For further information regarding each vacancy reference should be made 
to the advertisement (see Index). 


CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, Gray’s Inn-road, W.C.— 
House Surgeon. Rooms, coals, and lights provided. 

CHARING-CROSS HospiTtaL, W.C.—Aural Surgeon and Orthopedic 
Surgeon. 

EASTBOURNE UNION.—Medical Officer of the Workhouse. Salary £120 
per annum, with the usual extra fees. Medicines excepted. 
Applications to the Clerk, Trinity-chambers, Eastbourne. 

[ORTON INFIRMARY, Banbury.—House Surgeon and Dispenser. Salary 
£60 per annum, with board and lodging. 

HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN (THE LONDON SCHOOL OF GYNAZCOLOGY), Soho- 
square, W.—Clinical Assistants. 

ISLE OF WIGHT t UNION.—Medical Officer for the Ryde District. Salary 
£100 yearly, with the usual fees for vaccination. Applications to 
to the Clerk to the Guardians, Newport, I. of W. 

KING’s COLLEGE, London.—Curatorship of the Museum. 

NORTH-FASTERN HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Hackney-road, N.E.— 
Physician. 


Royal LonpON OpuHTHALMIC HOospPITaL, Moorfields, E.C.—Senior 


Honse Surgeon. Salary £50 per annum, with board and residence. 
SURREY DISPENSARY, Great Dover-street,8.E.—Surgeon, Honorarium 
£52 10s. per annum. Applications to the Secretary, 179, Ber- 
mondsey-street, S. E. 
TowNsuiP OF TOXTETH PARK.—Junior Assistant Resident Medical 
Officer of the Workhouse Infirmary. Salary £70 per annum, with 
board, washing, and apartments. Applications to the Clerk to the 
Guardians, 15, High Park-street, Liverpool. 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE,— 
Lecturer on Materia Medica and Pharmacy. Stipend £50 a year. 
WORCESTER GENERAL INFIRMARY.—Physician, 





Hirths, Mlarriages and Peaths. 


BIRTHS. 
MATTHEY.—On Dec. 18th. at Georgetown, Demerara, the wife of 


Arthur Matthey, M.R.C.S., of a daughter 
MorGAN.— On Dec. 20th, at Hurdis House, Seaford, Sussex, the wife of 


W. Pringle Morgan, . B., of a son. 
Ric - On Dec. 19th, at 90, Woodstock-road, Oxford, the wife of 


tdward Rice, M. D. Lond.. of a son ; : 
ae. On Dec. 23rd, at Ealing, W., the wife of Sidney Spokes, 


M.R.C.S., of a son. 


MARRIAGE. 

Dec. 2ist, *t All Souls’, Langham-place, 
William Andrew, M.D,C.M., F.R.C.S. Edin., second son of the 
late Rev. H. J, Betts, vicar of St. Anne’s, Birkenhead, to Adelaide 
Maria, youngest daughter of the late Jonathan Burnett, of New- 
castle-on-Tyne and Phillimore-gardens. 


BETTS—BURNE TT.—On 


DEATHE. 
BENTLEY.—On Dec. 24th, at Warwick-road, Earl’s-court, Robert 
Bentley, formerly Professor of Botany and Dean of the Medical 
Fac ulty, King’s College, London, and Professor of Materia Medical 


and Botany, Pharmac eutical Soc iety, aged 72. 
WILKINSON.—On Dec. 24th, at 23, Avenue-road, Grantham, Thomas 


Marshall Wilkinson, Surgeon, F.R.C.S., late of Lincoln, in his 
5lst year, 


A fee of 58. is charged for the Insertion of Notices of Births, 


N.B.— 
Marriages,and Deaths. 
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| 
METEOROLOGICAL READINGS 
(Taken daily at 8.30 a.m. by Steward’s Instruments.) | 
THE LANCET Office, December 28th 1898. 


an) | 
Barometer! Direc Solar | Maxi- | } 
reduced to| tion Dr. Wet Radia mum | Min. Rain-| Remarks at 
Sea Level of | Buib.| Bulb in Temp. |Temp fall. 8.30 am. 
and 32°F. Wind Vacuo | Shade 

2983 |S.W 41 l 61 35 Overcast 
3013 |S.W] 49) & } 89 | "15 | Overcast 
30°27 |S 45 { fu | 1 Cloudy 
3009 |S.W.) 42 , j 7 4? 02 Cloudy 
30°42 39 $ 7 87 | ‘15 | Overcast 
30 43 a +1 ‘ i 39 | Ol Foggy 
30°97 f. | 42 4 4t ~ Foggy 


Hiedical Diary for the ensuing Week 


Monday, January 1 


St. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOsP!ITa..—Operations, 1.30 P.M.; and on Tuesday 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at the same hour. 

St. Mark’s HospiTaL.—Operations, 2 P.M. ; Tuesday, 2.30 P.M. 

Sr. THomas’s HosPitaL.—Ophthalmic Operations, 2 30 P.M.; Friday,2P.m 

Royal LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.—Operations 
daily at 10 a.M. 

RoOyYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HosPiTaL.—Operations, 1.80 P.M. 
and each day at the same hour. 

CHELSEA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN.—Operations, 2 P.M.; Thursday, 2 P.M 

Hospital FOR WOMEN, SOHO-SQUARE.—Operations, 2 P.M.; and or 
Thursday at the same bour. 

METROPOLITAN FREE HospitaL.—Operations, 2 P.M. 

Royal OrnTHOPADIC HospitaL.—Operations, 2 P.M. 

CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HospiTaL.—Operations, 2 P.M., anc 
each day in the week at the same hour. | 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HospitaL. Ear and Throat Department, 9 a.m ; 
Thursday.94.” Eye Department, 2? P.M 

| 











Royal Eve HospiraL, SoUTHWARK.—Hour of attendance, 2 P.M., and 
other days at the same hour. Operations daily. 


Tuesday, January 2. 


Guy's HosritTat.—Operations, 1.30P.M., and on Friday at the same hour 
Ophthalmic Operations on Monday at 1.30and Thursday at 2 P.M 

CaNCER HOSPITAL, BROMPTON.—Operations, 2 P.M.; Saturday, 2 P.M 

WESTMINSTER HospitTaL.—Operations, 2 P.M 

West Lonpon HospitaL.—Operations, 2.30 P.M. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HosPitaL.— Operations, 2 P.M. Skin Depart 
ment, 1.40, Sacurday, v.10. 

Sr. Mary’s HospitaL.—Operations, 1.80 P.m. Consultations, Monday 
2.30 P.M. Skin Department, Monday and Thursday, 9.30 a.m 
Throat Department, Tuesdays and Fridays, 1.80 P.M 
therapeutics. same day, 2 P.M 

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.—Dr. Lee Dickinson: Ms oma ef | 
Uterus becomiog Sarcomatous.—Dr. Jackson Clarke: Note on some | 
so-called Cella of Endogenous ‘nigin —Mr. F. C. Wallis: Ruptured | 
Sacculus of Bladder following Stiicture —Mr. Davies-Colley : Syphi- | 
litic Disease of Knee-joint.—Mr, D'Arcy Power: A case of ‘‘Tar | 
Cancer.”—Mr. Hurry Fenwick: Cholestvrine Cyst of the Kidney | 
Mr. F.J. Smith: Inflamed Vetmiform Appendix. Card Specimens :— | 
Mr. Davies-Colley: Fibrema of Plantar Fascia. —Mr. Hurry Fenwick : | 


Klectre 


Two-ounce Stcne formed around a Hair-pin.—Dr. Lee Dickinson: 
Calculous Obstruction of Ureter. 


Wednesday, January 3. 

KINno’s COLLEGE HosPITaL.—Operations, 2 P.M.; Thursdays and Fridays 
at the same hour. 

NATIONAL URTHUPZDIC HOsPitaL.—Operations, 10 a.m. 

MIDDLESEX HospiTaL.—Operations, 1.30 P.m.; Saturdays,2P.m Ot- 
stetrical Operations, Thursdays, 2 P.M. 

CHARING-CROSS HospiTaAL.—Operations, 3 P.M., and on Thursday anc 
Friday at the same hour. 

Sr. THomas’s HosprTaL.—Operations, 1.30 P.M. ; Saturday, same hour 

LONDON HosP!TaL.—QOperations, 2 P.M. ; Thursday and Saturday, sam 
hour. 

St. PETER’S HOSPITAL, COVENT-GARDEN.—Operations, 2 P.M. 

SaMARITAN FREE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.—Operationa 
2.30 P.M. 

GREaT NORTHERN CENTRAL HOSPiTAL.—Uperations, 2 P.M. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HospiTaL.—Operations,1.30P.m. Dental Depart 
ment, 9.30 a.m. Eye Department, 2 P.M. 

Royal FREE HospitTal.—(perations, 2 P.M., and on Saturday 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, GREAT ORM ND-STREET.—Operations, 9.80 a.m. | 
Surgical Visits on Wednesday and Saturday at 9.15 a.M. 


Thursday, January 4. 
8r. GEorGe’s HospPita..—Operation-,1 ?.m. Surgical Consultations, 
Wednesday, 1.80re mM. Ophthalmic Operations, Friday, 1.30 P.M 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HospiTaL.—Operations, 2 P.M. Ear and Throa 
Department, 94.m. Eye Department, 2 P.M. 
Friday, January 5. 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE Hospital. —Eye Department, 2 P.M. 


Saturday, January 6. | 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HosPitaL.—Skin Department, 9.15 a.m. i 


Hotes, Short Comments & Aunstoers to 
Correspondents, 


EDITORIAL NOTICE. 
Ir is most important that communications relating to the 


| Editorial business of THE LANCET should be addressed 


seclusively ‘‘TO THE EDITORS,’’ and not in any case to any 

gentleman who may be supposed to be connected with the 

Editorial staff. It is urgently necessary that attention be 

given to this notice. 

It ts especially requested that early intelligence of local events 
having a medical interest, or which it is desirable to bring 
under the notice of the profession, may be sent direct to thir 
Office. 

Lectures, original articles, and reports should be written on ons 
side only of the paper. 

Letters, whether intended for insertion or for private informa. 
tion, must he authenticated by the names and addresses of 
their writers, not necessarily for publication. 

We cannot prescribe or recommend practitioners. 

Loos! papers containing reports or news paragraphs should tw 
marked and addressed ‘‘ To the Sub-Hditer.”’ 

Letters relating to the publication, sale and advertising do- 
partments of THE LANCET should be addressed ‘‘To tite 
Publisher."’ 

We cannot undertake to return MSS not used, 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 

iy order to facilitate the work of reference to the volumes 
of THE LANCET, we have arranged to publish duplicat» 
copies of the Index to each half-yearly volume in a form iw 
which they may be subsequently filed or bound togethes. 
Those of our subscribers who may wish to be supplied with 
loose copies can obtain the same (without extra charge) or 
making application to the Publisher of THz LANCET. 


LIBEL ACTION AGAINST A RUSSIAN MEDICAL EDITOR. 

A RvusstaN medical man, having published a pamphlet declaring that 
it is possible to recognise by the smell of a person’s secretions his 
nationality, sex, habits, and diseases, some rather severe animadver- 
sions were published on the subject in the Vrach, charging the writer 
with being either a mere quack or with having taken leave of h& 
intellectual faculties. Thereupon he instituted an action for libe? 
against Professor Manassein, the editor of the Vrach, whom the court 
considered fully justified in his strictures. 

Orphan —Educational fees about £150. Examination fees £40. The 
Dean of any Medical School will furnish full particulars of fees, 
course of study, &:. Our Students’ Number should be consulted. 

Mr. J. Hurd Gordon cannot do better than cultivate practice until an 
opportunity occurs of getting such an appointment as he desires. 

Newcastle —The advertisement sent is not in good form. It has » 
“business iook. 

Inquirer.—The patient should be isolated in an iafectious fever. 
hospital. 

F. W. L —The title of Physician would be the proper one. 

* ENGLISH MEDICAL MEN AND THEIR TITLES IN THE 
RIVIERA.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 
S1rs,—Under the above heading (THE LANCET, Dec. 23rd) you state 
in an annotation that the medical men holding a London, Edia- 


| burgh, or Dublin degree are not allowed to use their distinctiy: 


title. This is not so. For instance, Mr. Jones, who is an 
M.D. Oxford, now writes on his door-plate G. Jones, M.D. d’Oxford 
and so on for others similarly situated. The French authorities 
bave, as you truly say, invited bottr American and English 
practitioners to erase from their door-plates tvhe distinctive title 
of doctor, but this only affects those who, not being doctors, 
style themselves as such. These have had to efface the “Dr.” before 
their name, and being self made doctors they are unable to place 
“M.D.,” with the name of the university which granted the degree, on 
their door-plates. There is consequently, Sirs, nothing arbitrary in this 


| and if such a course were adoptedin England it would put a stop to the 


illegal assumption of the title of doctor. Itis also well to bear in mimi 


| that most Engl sh medical men who practise on the continent assume 


out here the ti'le of doctor when not entitled to it in their own 
country, thus mis!eading their compatriots—in fact, they claim fees im 
accordance with their presumed qualifications, and the fees out here 
are the same for the F.R.C.P. and the L.R.C.P. 

I remain, Sirs, yours faithfally, 


The Riviera, Dec. 24th, 1893. MEDICUS 
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THE REMUNERATION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

Sirs,—Will you allow me spice for a few words on the above 
subject? I have carefully considered the conditions of medical work 
én this neighbourhood (a seaport town of some 80,000 inhabitants) both 
from the point of view of the profession and of the public, and no 
loubt remains upon my mind of the truth of the following proposi- 
tiens: (1) that the medical profes-ion is underpaid; and (2) that it 
is by no means overcrowded. With regard to the first proposition, one- 
third at least of the population are treated on the provident system in 
ne or other of its various forms for the sum of a penny a week. At 
the public dispensary the payment actually received by the medical 
)fficers amounts to 1s. 5d. for each case of illness, and for this sum 
they may have to treat a sick person at his own home for two 
months. Many well-to-do people who ought to pay regular fees belong 
¢> clubs. The rate of payment now the rule—viz., ld. a week—has 
net changed within living memory, though wages have risen from 
0 to 50 per cent. within the last tweaty-five years. With regard to 
the second proposition—That the profession is not overcrowded 
it is evident that in order to make a living a club medical man has 
to do more work than it is physically possible for him to do well. He 
nust attend an incredible number of sick people at the rate of 1s. 5d. 
2ach in order to get a bare living, and it is no secret that club patients 
ire frequently, if not as a rule, imperfectly examined and inadequately 
treated. How often are club patients seen who have been prescribed 
for and who have perhaps received an appropriate drug, but who have 
derived no benefit owing to the hurry of the medical men preventiag 
iis giving fuli instructions as to its proper application. Such patients 
become dissatisfied with the medical attendant and fall into the 
hands of quacks. I would impress upon all your readers that the 
time has come when club payments should be raised. Those who 
may ld. a week cculd as easily pay ljd., and very many could 
well pay 2d. or more. The medical officer's income would pro- 
bably be doubled even by the 4d. increase, for it is unlikely that 
ifter paying for drugs and horseflesh he now gets a net profit of 
more than jd. a week. If, therefore, a rise of even jd. a week 
could be made, the practitioner could reduce his work within such 
iimits as to be able to perform it properly ; at the same time he would 
gain a substantial increase of income and make room for a professional 
brother. If the population are to be properly treated in sickress we 
must have more practitioners to do it, but we certainly cannot bave 
more unless the present payments are increased. From the point of 
view of the public it is better to pay 1}d. or 2d. a week for adequate 
attention and advice than to pay ld. for the hurried treatment of 
an utterly overworked man. Th case is so strong that it needs 
«aly to be expressed in the mildest language. A little unity among 
ourselves and a little friendly explanation of the facts to the 
wembers of clubs and their representatives is all that is needed to 
effect a change beneficial to all concerned, 

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 


December, 1893. M.A., M.B, CANTAB. 


Mires. A. M Cannell —The facts related seem very unsatisfactory and 
unusual. But more detailed information as to the relation of parties 
and the terms they were on would be necessary befure we could give 
an opinion on the case. 

Wr. Richard J. Wylie.—Mr. Osborn’s “ First Aid to the Injured” and 
** Nursing,” published by Lewis, of 136, Gower-street. Dr. Roberts’ 
and Mr. Cantlie’s. 


“WANTED A DIAGNOSIS.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 
SIRS,—Several cases resembling those detailed by Mr. Grimshaw 
have come under my notice during my period of residence at the 
Cumberland Infirmary and elsewhere. There was generally great 
tenderness on pressure (over the 03 calcis) from below upwards, but no 
edness or swelling in any of the cases. Rheumatic affection of the 
fibrous layer of the periosteum was generally looked upon as the cause 
if this tenderness, but anti-rheumatic remedies internally failed to 
relieve. One case, I remember, was cured by a vigorous course of 
painting with a mixture of the tincture and liniment of iodine (equal 
parts of each); but in other cases the greatest relief was obtained by 
lriving “ sciatica” need’es right down to the bone. 
Iam, Sirs, yours sincerely, 
Louis E. STEVENSON, M.B. Cantab. 
Temple Sowerby, Penrith, Dec. 23rd, 1893. 


** PIPERAZINE.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 
Sirs,—During the last eighteen mon hs I Lave used Piperazine in the 
internal treatment of renal colic, and with complete success, The first 
ase was one in which the treatment recommended by Dr. Roberts bad 
»een faithfully carried out, without any appreciable benefit. Professor 
Charteris of Glasgow incidentally mentioned Piperazine to me, acd I 
tried it according to his directions, at the same time strictly regulating 
the diet. The result has been a complete success. I have since used it 
several times with most satisfactory results. I have not observed any 
reports of its use in THE LANCET, hence my apology for referring to it 
in this short note. Iam, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
Hawick, N.B., Dec. 25th, 1893. JouN R. HAMILTON, M.D. 





“HONOURS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

Sirs,—With your permission I wish to make a few remarks upon the 
article which appeared in THE LANCET of Dec. 23rd under the above 
heading. You saythat “the distinctions were fairly equally divided ” ; 
but if you will consult your own table at the end of the article you 
will find that, whereas no other school has secured more than seven 
places in Honours altogether, twelve places were gained by students of 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. I entirely agree with you that in view of 
the possible reconstitution of the University of London it is of interest 
to note the schools whose students distinguish themselves most at 
the university examinations, and I hope that you will be able to find 
space for the above correction. I desire also to state that one student 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital is erroneously credited partly to Uni- 
versity College, for this student received the whole of his purely medical 
education at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, having studied preliminary 
science only at University College. Since the results referred to in 
your article were published, the pass lists of the M.D. and M.S. 
Examinations have been made public. At the M.D. Examination the 
gold medal has for the second consecutive year been gained by a student 
of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and no fewer than thirteen students 
of tifis school have passed. The two students of St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital who presented themselves for the M.S. Examination passed, 
one obtaining ‘‘ marks qualifying for the gold medal.” No other school 
has secured more than one pass at this examination. When considered 
with the exceptionally brilliant performance of St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital students in securing three out of four of the highest places in 
obstetric medicine, all with marks qualifying for the gold medal, these 
results at the MD. and MS. Examinations must be held on all 
sides to establish the high quality of the teaching at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital in all the professional subjects. 

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
T. W. SHoRE M.D., Warden of the College. 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital, E.C., Dec. 27th, 1893. 


“ THE TITLE OF ‘ DR.’” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

Srrs,—Your correspondents persist in confusing the point of the 
suggestion that I desired to make. I do not wish to disparage the 
Durham degree, and have nothing derogatory to say of it. The ques- 
tion is, why should we not be able to distinguish “ Dr.” Blank of one 
university from “Dr.” Dash of another without baving to consult a 
medical register or directory?—not always available, particularly toa 
layman. It must be allowed that some degrees are higher than others. 
Why, then, should all graduates be so generally confused under the 
one title of ‘ Dr.,” thus allowing the holder of an ordinary degree—e g-, 
the M.D. R U I.—the same title as one who has taken what has been 
described as an honours degree—i.e , the M.D. Lond.? I think it is to 
the disadvantage of the London licentiates that a graduate who holds 
a degree about equal in value to his qualification should be able to use 
a title which is open to the construction of being higher than it is. 
The Cambridge degree may be dismissed from the discussion without 
affecting my argument, althovgh I certainly am of opinion that more 
prestige attaches to that University than to some others. What I 
contend for is this, that graduates proclaiming their profession on a 
brass-plate &c. should adopt the practice of stating at the same time 
the name of the university which granted them their title. I do not 
think the London Conjoint Board could grant their Licentiates the title 
of ‘* Dr.,” and it is far from my wish that they should do so. ‘Another 
M D. Durham” says with regard to my suggestion that “it is a very 
good one,” and I am greatly obliged for the forcible way in which he 
supports my contention and for the reasons he adduces why it should 
be conceded. I should like to hear what an M.D. Lond. would say on 
the matter. Lam, Sirs, yours obediently, 

December, 1893. L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R C.S. Eng., &c. 

“PUFFING BY INJUDICIOUS FRIENDS.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

Sr1rs,—I am very much annoyed to see my name in “ Anglo-Colonial 
Notes,” Otago Daily Times, Oct. 16th. I do not know who the author 
can be; no doubt he was actuated by the best intentions, but the effect 
upon me is most painful. There is nothing I abhor more than seeing 
my name flourishing in the newspapers. Allow me to inform your 
readers that the writer of the above notes has been misinformed. The 
only strictly correct statement is the fact that I changed my residence 
from Stanhope-gardens to Cromwell-road. The rest is romance. 

I remain, Sirs, yours truly, 
Cromwell-road, S.W., Dec. 16th, 1893. H. WIDENHAM MAUNSELL. 


“TREATMENT OF ASTHMA.” 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

Sirns,—Your correspondent “Asthma” may be interested to know 
what are the component parts of ‘“‘ Himrod’s Cure.” I have good 
reason to believe they are as follows:—R} Dracontii fcetid., stramonii 
sem., aa Ziv.; lobelie herb., Ziii.; M. ft. pulv. RB Pulv. potass, 
nitrat., Zii.; aque, Oss.; solve. Sig. Soak the powder in the solution; 
dry thoroughly, and use in a pipe, or inhale the fumes from a saucer as 
often as required. I do not see that constant use of the above would 
have any injurious effect upon the heart. 

I am, Sirs, yours very truly, 
Dec. 18th, 1893. U.S.A 
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